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a  contest  recently  conducted  by  The  Chicago  Daily  News,  the 
ayer  below  won  first  prize  among  thousands  submitted.  We 
print  it  by  special  permission  of  the  newspaper  and  the  author. 

UNDERNEATH., 


WITH  humble  heart  I  come  before  Thee,  O  Cod,  to  thank 
Thee  for  the  promise  that  "underneath  are  the  everlasting 
arms"  waiting  to  sustain  and  comfort  those  who  call  upon 
Thee.  May  my  boy  always  feel  Thy  nearness,  be  strengthened 
by  Thy  spirit,  and  go  forward  bravely  wherever  duty  sends  him. 
May  he  be  gay  when  there  is  time  for  laughter,  patient  when 
suffering  must  be  his  lot,  gentle  when  an  understanding  heart 
is  needed,  and  loyal  always  to  what  he  thinks  is  right. 

Help  him  so  to  act  that  he  may  never  have  regrets  for  what 
he  will  remember.  May  he  not  throw  away  his  soul  in  bitterness 
and  hate  because  of  the  anguish  he  may  witness  or  the  pain  he 
may  be  called  on  to  inflict.  Help  him  to  see,  O  Father,  that  this 
war  is  a  man-made  conflagration  which  he  must  help  put  out, 
and  that  brotherhood  is  Thy  true  will  for  men.  Speak  to  him 
in  the  quiet  of  some  beauteous  spot  or  in  some  deed  of  courage 
or  of  love,  and  be  to  him  as  a  star  toward  which  he  may  con- 
fidently steer  his  craft,  through  all  the  darkness  of  the  battle- 
front. 

Prepare  him,  O  Cod,  to  face  death  nobly,  to  "greet  the 
unseen  with  a  cheer,"  and  to  know  that  if  he  should  be  killed 
we  shall  be  proud  of  him  despite  our  sorrow.  And  in  Thine 
own  way  wilt  Thou  answer  the  prayer  our  hearts  cannot  help 
but  make,  that  he  may  come  back  to  us  again,  strong  in  the 
strength  which  only  Thou  canst  give. 
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Lines 


Reports  reaching  us  from  all  over  the 
world  indicate  that  you  men  and  women 
now  in  the  service  are  doing  some  pretty 
serious  thinking  about 
When  uou  ^e  life  after  demobilization. 
a   '''UeieA<m"  And   one    of   the    ques- 

tions that  occasionally 
crosses  your  mind  is  this :  "What  sort  of 
veterans'  organization,  if  any,  will  I  join?" 

That  the  most  of  you  will  line  up  with 
some  veterans'  group  goes  without  saying. 
The  old  herd  instinct  that  ever  has  driven 
Americans  of  common  background  and  ex- 
periences to  "gang  up"  will  doubtless 
operate  as  usual  after  the  war.  You  will 
want  to  preserve  the  comradeship  of  those 
who  joined  you  in  this  mightiest  of  all  hu- 
man conflicts.  You  will  want  to  get  to- 
gether in  conventions  now  and  then  to  blow 
off  steam  and  swap  yarns  about  the  prowess 
of  your  outfit.  But,  more  seriously,  you 
will  find  it  necessary  to  pool  your  opinion 
and  present  a  united  front  to  your  country 
on  issues  for  which  you  fought  and  which 
you  do  not  want  to  see  go  down  the  drain 
of  after-war  apathy. 

But  what  shall  that  organization  be? 

Some  of  our  correspondents  tell  us  they 
expect  to  line  up  with  one  of  the  established 
veterans'  groups,  such  as  the  American 
Legion  and  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars. 
They  see  advantage  in  casting  their  sup- 
port to  groups  that  already  have  large 
membership  and  some  public  standing. 

Certain  it  is  that  you  will  be  welcomed 
with  open  arms  by  either  the  Legion  or  the 


VFW.  After  thrashing  out  in  recent  con- 
ventions the  matter  of  inviting  you  into 
membership,  both  are  now  making  a  definite 
play  for  your  attention.  As  time  goes  on 
you  can  look  for  some  pretty  intensive  cam- 
paigning on  their  part  to  bring  you  into  the 
fold.  So  if  you  decide  to  cast  your  lot 
with  either  of  these  groups,  you  may  be 
assured  the  welcome  mat  is  out. 


But  from  what  we  can  gather  from 
sentiments  expressed  by  our  correspondents. 
as  well  as  from  certain  statistics,  there  is 
going  to  be  no  wholesale 
^cmteiUmcz  rush   into   either   camp. 

if&44A  (NAMt?  It  appears   that   service 

men  and  women,  when 
thinking  of  a  veterans'  organization  they 
will  join,  are  thinking  of  something  brand 
new,  something  related  to  this  war  and 
this  war  only. 

For  the  most  part,  it  isn't  that  they  have 
an5rthing  against  the  Legion  or  the  VFW. 
There  are  a  few,  of  course,  who  find  fault 
with  these  groups'  attitude  toward  many 
things — the  rambunctuous  "playboyishness" 
that  made  a  tradition  of  taking  a  town  apart 
during  convention,  for  instance,  thus  offend- 
ing the  local  citizen's  belief  that  life  is  real, 
life  is  earnest.  Or  the  intolerant  harassing- 
practiced  by  some  posts  or  chapters  against 
American  minority  groups  who  happened 
not  to  have  Caucasian  skins.  Or  their  too- 
ready  willingness  to  be  "used"  by  political 
lobbyists. 

But  on  the  whole  your  average  veteran- 
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in-the-making  is  less  concerned  with  such 
criticisms  of  the  established  groups  as  he  is 
with  the  belief  that  you  can  gain  nothing 
by  mixing  up  two  generations.  Rightly  or 
j  wrongly,  he  believes  that  the  thinking  and 
objectives  of  the  men  who  fought  in 
World  War  I  and  those  who  are  fighting  in 
World  War  II  are  poles  apart.  Therefore, 
says  he,  there  could  be  no  affinity  in  a  vet- 
erans' organization  containing  both. 

This  alleged  unwillingness  to  join 
World  War  I  veterans'  groups  seems  to 
be  borne  out  by  figures.  According  to  re- 
cent OWI  releases, 
IVkcd  the  there  have  been  upwards 

.j^ic^meS,  dcuj,  of  a  million  men  already 

mustered  out  of  the 
service.  Most  of  these  are  the  over-age, 
the  disabled,  or  those  otherwise  rendered 
unfit  for  service  or  more  needed  in  spe- 
cialized industry  vital  to  the  war  effort. 
But  they  represent  a  huge  source  of  poten- 
tial padding  for  the  membership  rolls  of 
veterans'  groups. 

Yet,  according  to  a  recent  Issue  of 
Collier's,  between  Pearl  Harbor  and  No- 
vember 1,  1943,  the  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars  increased  their  membership  by  only 
143,000,  while  the  best  the  Legion  could  do 
in  the  same  period  was  to  add  64,000. 

It  would  seem  that,  in  spite  of  the  lack 
of  any  competition,  the  established  groups 
are  not  swelling  their  ranks  in  proportion 
to  the  World  War  II  veterans  available. 
Is  it  that  our  present-day  fighting  men  are 
not  as  gregarious  as  their  fathers  were? 
Or  are  they  not  just  waiting  for  the  or- 
ganization of  something  all  their  own? 

We're  inclined  to  the  latter  view.  We 
have  an  idea  that  they  would  and  will  flock 
to  join  a  group  exclusively  tailored  to  their 


measure.  If  so,  the  time  is  about  ripe  for 
some  smart  promoter  among  them  to  get 
busy  and  immortalize  himself  as  a  found- 
ing father. 

But  a  founder  of  what?  That's  where 
our  interest  enters.  We  have  no  brief  for 
this  or  that  kind  of  organization.  We  have 
no  axe  to  grind.  True,  there  have  been 
any  number  of  suggestions  urging  us  to  set 
up  the  Service  Men's  Christian  League  as 
something  to  endure  beyond  the  duration, 
and  some  have  insisted  that  the  postwar 
world  will  need  a  Christian  Legion  as  the 
nucleus  for  a  larger  and  more  comprehen- 
sive group. 

All  that,  however,  we  are  letting  ride  for 
the  moment.  We  have  about  all  the  or- 
ganization we  can  handle  just  now!  But 
w^e  do  feel  that  Christian  service  men  and 
women  should  be  thinking  about  this  matter 
and  registering  their  opinions. 

oO,  to  help  us  get  to  the  bottom  of  what 
you  want  along  this  line,  we're  asking 
you  to  get  off  into  a  corner  and  into  a 
brown  study  on  the 
GadJt  lo^  problem.        Or,      better 

leiteM./  still,   take   it   to   a   bull 

session  among  the  guys 
in  your  unit.  Then  sit  down  and  write  us 
a  letter  on  the  subject:  "The  Veteran^ 
Organization  I  Want." 

For  all  letters  chosen  for  publication  in 
The  Link,  we  will  pay  $5  each. 

Keep  your  epistle  brief  and  to  the  point. 
Describe  in  detail  the  kind  of  group  you'd 
join,  the  kind  of  platform  it  should  have, 
and  as  much  of  the  manner  of  setting  it 
up   as   you   can   visualize   at   the   moment. 

Let's  have  those  letters !  Address, 
Editor,  The  Link,  1703  Chestnut  Street, 
Philadelphia  3,  Pa. 


"I'VE  STILL  GOT 


IN  MY  SOUL! 


Here's  why  our  men  can't  he 
whipped — in  this  or  any  wot! 

By  VVIIIMM  I.   STWem 


N.   X, 


FOLLOWING  Pearl  Harbor  we  had 
our  dark  days  when  we  seemed  to  be 
always  too  late  with  too  little,  England 
had  her  dark  days  following  Dunkirk,  when 
it  seemed  that  almost  any  fate  could  befall 
that  sturdy  island  nation.  Russia  had  her 
dark  days  in  the  seige  of  Leningrad  and 
Moscow,  when  it  seemed  as  if  her  defeat 
was  inevitable  and  imminent.  In  the  not 
too  remote  past  it  looked  bad  for  all  of  us 
— even  for  China  who,  with  the  Burma 
Road  gone  and  the  whole  of  Burma  taken 
over  by  the  Japs,  was  sorely  pressed  on  all 
sides. 

I  was  in  Paris  during  Easter  Week  of 
1918,  when  the  Germans  had  driven  through 
almost  to  the  channel  ports.  There  "Big 
Bertha"  had  started  to  fire  on  Paris  on 
Palm  Sunday,  called  "Bomb  Sunday"  by 
the  irreverent.  The  Paris  newspapers  said 
that  week :  "We  are  at  last  with  our  backs 
to  the  war.  Our  armies  no  longer  have 
any  room  to  maneuver.  The  situation  is 
hopeless."  And  yet  within  a  few  months 
the  Armistice  was  requested  by  General 
Ludendorf  and  the  end  of  the  war  came 
suddenly  out  of  what  had  seemed  a  hope- 
less situation  for  our  cause. 

The  real  reason  why  no  Allied  army  was 
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whipped  in  that  war,  or  will  be  whipped  in 
this  one,  is  perfectly  set  forth  in  the  spirit 
of  a  certain  soldier  whom  I  met  recently 
in  Boston. 

For  several  months  now  I  have  been 
visiting  hospitals  in  and  around  New  Eng- 
land, talking  with  the  boys  who  have  been 
invalided  back  from  Europe  and  the  South 
Pacific.  It  has  been  a  stirring  experience, 
one  that  has  given  me  a  new  pride  in  the 
undying  courage  of  our  fighting  men.  I 
have  walked  with  stiller  feet  beneath  the 
city  skies  as  I  have  come  out  of  these  in- 
stitutions where  I  was  presumably  going 
to  comfort  the  boys  themselves,  only  to  find 
that  it  was  they  who  comforted  me  and 
gave  me  new  hope  and  faith. 

Dr.  Stidger  Discovers  Spirii 

On  this  particular  visit  to  a  Boston  hos- 
pital I  was  scheduled  to  give  a  talk  at  a 
vesper  service.  I  went  down  in  the  after- 
noon to  spend  several  hours  with  the 
wounded  boys  so  that  I  might  get  ac- 
quainted with  them  before  I  attempted  to 
speak.  I  wanted  to  catch  their  spirit  and 
see  how  they  were  taking  it.  Well,  I  found 
out,  all  right — and  how! 

One  fine  young  chap  was  lying  on  a  cot. 
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1  VE  STILL  GOT  SINGIN    IN  MY  SOUL 


s  leg  off  at  the  knee.  I  asked  him  how 
lat  had  happened.  He  repHed  to  my  ques- 
an,  with  a  twinkle  in  his  eyes,  "Because 
was  a  darn  fool!" 

That  didn't  seem  to  me  to  be  a  complete 
iswer,  ^so  I  waited.  Soon  he  continued  : 
The  captain  had  warned  us  a  thousand 
mes  to  watch  out  for  steel  ropes  on  the 
ick,  and  I  stepped  out  of  a  hatchway  right 
to  a  coil  of  steel  rope  just  as  we  were 
jcking.  The  thing  was  tied  to  a  post  on 
le  dock,  and  as  I  stepped  into  it  the  ship 
vung  toward  the  dock  and  that  rope  just 
iturally  cut  my  leg  off.  But  I'm  not  com- 
aining.  It  was  my  ov/n  darn  carelessness, 
id  the  Gk)vernment  has  treated  me  fine, 
ent  me  here  where  I'm  having  the  best  of 
ire,  and  then  they're  going  to  send  me  to 
)llege,  all  expenses  paid.  So  I'll  be  O.  K. 
on't  worry  about  me,  buddy!  I'm  not 
orrying  about  myself  at  all,  at  all !" 

"The  Wounded  Don't  Cry" 

,  Then  he  laughed  aloud.  I  looked  closely 
j;  him  to  see  if  he  was  putting  up  a  bluff 
j»  hide  his  real  feelings.  But  no,  that  boy 
i.eant  it.  He  was  happy.  His  future  was 
;cure — ^thanks  to  the  Government ! 

I  had  hardly  finished  talking  with  him 
hen  another  lad  motioned  me  from  a  near- 
Y  cot.  I  noticed  that  he  did  not  call  me — 
2  beckoned,  rather  imperiously.  I  went 
v^er.  He  asked  me  to  bend  over  him  so  I 
3uld  hear  him.  I  did.  He  spoke  with  a 
isp  in  his  throat ;  it  hurt  my  own  throat 
ist  to  hear  him  speak. 

Then  he  told  me  how  much  he  had  liked 
)  sing ;  of  how,  when  he  was  a  kid,  he 
ad  sung  in  the  church  choir  at  home  in  a 
ttle  Pennsylvania  town;  of  how,  when  he 
^nt  to  college,  he  had  sung  in  his  college 
lee  club ;  and  of  how,  when  he  went  over- 
;as,  the  chaplain  had  always  appointed  him 
>  lead  the  singing  on  the  transport  when 
\t  soldiers  were  called  up  on  the  deck  for 
a  airing  and  a  "big  sing."     And  all  the 


time  he  was  talking  his  voice  rasped  in  a 
low  whisper. 

Then  he  added:  "I  got  a  whiff  of  hot  gas 
or  flame  when  a  shell  exploded.  It  burned 
my  throat  so  badly  that  the  doc  says  that 
I'll  never  be  able  to  speak  above  a  whisper 
again  in  all  my  life." 

A  Bluff  That  Was  Called 

Then,  more  to  relieve  the  tension  than 
anything  else,  and  also  because  I  couldn't 
think  of  anything  else  to  say — and  more  be- 
cause if  I  did  try  to  say  anything  serious  I 
knew  I  would  weep — I  said  facetiously: 
"O.  K.,  buddy ;  since  you  like  to  sing,  I 
want  you  at  my  meeting  this  evening  to 
help  me  lead  the  singing.    Will  you  come  ?" 

"Sure  thing.  Doc !  I'll  be  right  there — 
and  on  the  front  seat!"  Then  we  both 
laughed  through  our  tears.  At  least,  I  did 
through  mine. 

And,  sure  enough,  when  I  opened  my 
vesper  service  that  evening,  there  that  ras- 
cal sat  in  a  wheel  chair  on  the  first'  row, 
as  he  said  he  would  be,  and  with  a  big, 
friendly  grin. 

When  I  announced  the  first  hymn  (which 
was  purposely  "Fight  the  Good  Fight!") 
that  lad  lifted  up  his  head,  if  not  his  voice, 
and  started  to  sing. 

Remembering  our  talk  of  that  afternoon, 
the  fact  that  he  loved  to  sing  and  couldn't 
speak  above  a  whisper,  that  his  throat  had 
been  burned  out  by  that  blast  of  white-hot 
explosive  fire,  I  got  so  I  didn't  dare  look 
at  him  sitting  there  in  the  wheel  chair,  try- 
ing to  sing.  I  didn't  dare  look  at  him  for, 
when  I  did,  a  big  lump  came  into  my  throat. 
I  kept  remembering  what  he  had  told  me 
that  afternoon  of  his  singing  in  the  church 
choir,  in  his  college  glee  club  and  on  the 
transport  for  the  chaplain  on  the  way  over- 
seas. I  didn't  dare  look  at  him  for  fear  I 
would  break  down  and  not  be  able  to  go 
on  with  my  scheduled  talk  to  those  boys 
that  evening. 
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After  my  meeting  was  over,  that  boy 
wheeled  himself  up  to  me,  gripped  my  hand 
in  his  strong  clasp  and  seemed  eager  to 
talk  to  me,  although  it  was  quite  plainly  a 
tremendous  chore  for  him  even  to  formu- 
late a  word  without  wincing  with  pain. 
Sensing  that  he  had  something  special  to 
say  to  me,  I  got  through  with  the  other 
boys  as  quickly  as  possible  and  turned  to 
give  him  my  full  attention,  bending  over 
him  so  that  he  would  not  have  to  exert 
himself  too  much. 

Then  he  said  something  that  thrilled  me 
more  than  any  single  sentence  I  have  ever 
heard  from  human  lips.  He  made  an  ex- 
pression which  has  been  the  most  hearten- 
ing, hopeful  and  invigorating  statement 
that  has  come  out  of  this  war  as  far  as  I 
am  concerned.  There  was  nothing  ostenta- 
tious in  the  way  he  said  it.  He  did  not 
realize  that  he  was  saying  anything  for  the 
books.  He  was  just  telling  me  a  matter- 
of-fact  thing  as  far  as  he  was  concerned ; 
just  something  that  was  the  deepest,  finest, 
surest  thing  in  his  heart. 

"Yes,"  he  rasped  in  a  hoarse  whisper, 
"that  explosion  got  my  throat,  and  the  doc 
says  that  I'll  never  speak  again  above  a 
whisper,  and  that  I'll  never  again  be  able 
to  sing  like  I  used  to,  and  like  I  loved  to  do. 
But,  I  want  you  to  know,  sir,  that  I've 
still  got  singin'  in  my  soul !  I've  still  got 
singin'  in  my  so^uU" 


I  grabbed  that  boy's  hand  in  a  grip  c' 
iron,  looked  deep  into  his  eyes  where,  muc]  I 
to   my   surprise,    I    found   an   eager    smik  ^ 
almost  a  laugh,  and  I  said  to  him  what  i  ^ 
verily  believe:   "Buddy,  you  certainly  sai' 
a  mouthful !"  ; 

Then  I  added :  "I  came  to  this  hospita 
to  help  yoii  fellows,  whom  I  expected  ti 
find  down  in  the  dumps  of  despair,  but 
want  you  to  know  that  that  phrase  you  jus 
used  helps  me  more  than  anything  I  coul 
possibly  say  to  you.  And,  what  is  mor^ 
I  want  you  to  know  that  that  phrase  i 
more  descriptive  of  the  undying  spirit  o 
courage  in  the  American  soldier  than  any 
thing  I  have  yet  heard,  or  expect  to  hear 
come  out  of  this  war !" 

I  walked  out  of  that  hospital  into  a  moon 
lit,  star-studded  sky.  I  was  so  deepl; 
stirred  by  what  that  boy  said  to  me — "Bu 
I  want  you  to  know,  sir,  that  I've  still  go 
singin'  in  my  soul!" — that  I  walked  awa] 
from  that  hospital  on  air,  with  little  song 
of  hope  and  faith  singing  in  my  own  soul 

Somehow  that  boy's  spirit  seems  to  m^ 
to  be  the  explanation  of  why  it  is  that  evei 
following  Pearl  Harbor,  Dunkirk,  Moscov 
and  the  seemingly  hopeless  situations  w< 
have  been  in  during  the  last  two  years,  w^ 
have  never  given  up  and  never  become  en 
tirely  discouraged.  It  is  because  we,  ai 
individuals  and  as  nations,  still  have  singin 
— and  fightinf — in  our  souls ! 
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E  are  standing  upon  the  seashore.  A  ship  at  our  side  spreads  white  sails  in 
the  afternoon  breeze  and  starts  for  the  blue  ocean.  She  is  an  object  of  beauty 
and  strength,  and  we  stand  and  watch  her  until  at  length  she  is  only  a  ribbon 
of  white  cloud  just  where  the  sea  and  sky  come  to  mingle  with  each  other. 

Then  someone  at  your  side  says,  "There,  she's  gone!"  Gone  where?  Gone 
from  our  sight,  that  is  all.  She  is  just  as  large  in  mast  and  hull  and  span  as  she 
was  when  she  left  our  side;  and  just  as  able  to  bear  her  load  of  living  freight 
to  the  place  of  destination.  Her  diminished  size  is  in  us,  not  in  her.  And  just 
at  the  moment  when  someone  at  our  side  says,  "There,  she's  gone!"  there  are 
other  voices  ready  to  take  up  the  glad  shout.  "There  she  comes!" 

Isn't  that  just  what  dying  is? 


4  VERY  large  class  graduated  the 
other  day  from  the  Aviation  Ma- 
hinist  Mate  and  Aviation  Metalsmith 
chools  at  the  always  impressive  gradua- 
ion  exercises.  A  number  of  boys  who  had 
)een  in  regular  attendance  at  my  worship 
ervices  introduced  with  pride  their  "best 
jirls"  or  parents.  As  we  chatted  there 
:ame  to  the  surface  the  preciousness  of 
hese  moments  and  the  blank  uncertainty 
)f  the  future.  Questions  such  as  "When 
im  I  going?"  or  "Where  am  I  going?"  or 
'What  will  be  my  next  duty?"  pierced 
he  uncertain  future  like  a  magnesium  flare 
lluminating  the  blackness  of  night. 

The  world  has  never  known  such  un- 
certainty as  we  of  today  experience.  The 
remendous  forces  playing  upon  the  emo- 
ions  and  hearts  of  millions  are  unequaled. 
Sowever,  there's  a  job  to  be  done  and,  out 
)f  the  compelling  idealisms  of  the  world 
Ne  desire,  we  go  forth  to  endeavor  to  guar- 
mtee  such  a  world.  The  reason  that  we 
valk  into  the  unborn  tomorrow  is  that  "we 
lold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident :  life, 
iberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness"  are 
)ur  privilege  and  posterity's  after  us. 
With    uncertainty    there    almost    always 
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goes  hand  in  hand  an  equally  tantalizing 
emotion,  that  of  expectancy.  Anticipation 
runs  riot  and  the  caprices  of  the  mind 
weave  an  elaborate  and  fancy  pattern.  Ex- 
pectancy of  what  we  desire  and  want  most 
drives  us  to  action.  Through  "tears,  toil, 
sweat  and  blood"  we  achieve  the  desired 
goal.  What  a  glad  day  when  anticipation 
gives  way  to  realization,  peace,  home  and 
loved  ones ! 

All  this  uncertainty  is  physical  and  men- 
tal. But  there  is  a  spiritual  sequel.  To 
a  Christian  there  is  an  uncertainty  that 
almost  baffles. 

Like  a  pilgrim  in  a  strange  land  the  to- 
morrow is  unknown.  Yet  there  is  a  su- 
preme faith  that  fortifies  and  sustains  the 
soul  like  a  haven  harboring  a  ship  upon 
its  peaceful  waters.  A  Christian  has  long 
since  committed  himself  to  his  Christ  in 
profounder  words  than  Ruth's  when  she 
said,  "Whither  thou  goest  I  will  go;  and 
where  thou  lodgest  I  will  lodge :  thy  peo- 
ple shall  be  my  people,  and  thy  God  my 
God." 

The  Christian  is  fortified  by  the  prom- 
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Ise  that  "the  beloved  of  the  Lord  shall 
dwell  in  safety  .  .  .  and  the  Lord  shall 
cover  him  all  the  day  long." 

No  matter  what  tomorrow  may  bring, 
we  know  that  the  hand  of  God  is  at  work 
in  ways  beyond  our  feeble  understanding. 
His  promises  are  true  and  sure,  and  though 
the  battles  rage  He  is  ever  near,  watching 
over  His  own. 

What  consolation  there  is  in  this  thought, 
"I  know  whom  I  have  believed  and  am 
persuaded   that   He   is   able    to    keep    that 


which  I  have  committed  unto  Him.  againsl 
that  day" !  My  eyes  may  not  be  able  to 
pierce  the  darkness  of  the  unborn  tomorrow' 
but  I  have  today  in  which  to  live  and  serveip 
and  love.  By  putting  into  action  the  fin 
est  and  holiest  in  me,  I  am  guaranteeing 
that  the  day  of  seeming  uncertainty  will 
blossom  into  the  full  realization  of  what 
God  has  promised  for  his  faithful  chil 
dren. 

In  that  knowledge   I  walk  into  the  to- 
morrow— ^unafraid. 


[ 
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KIBDING   THE   EXPERTS     )§«- 


»  British  sailor:  "Battleships?  Why,  the 
flagship  of  our  navy  is  so  big  that  the 
captain  goes  around  the  deck  in  his  auto," 

American  Sailor :  "You  ought  to  see 
our  flagship.  Have  a  look  at  the  kitchen. 
It's  so  large  the  cook  has  to  go  through  the 
Irish  stew  in  a  submarine  to  see  if  the 
potatoes  are  cooked." 

»  From  the  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue 
at  Washington  comes  the  story  of  the  little 
boy  who  wanted  $100  very  badly  and  used 
to  pray  for  it  every  night.  Nothing  hap- 
pened, so  he  wrote  a  letter  addressed  to 
Heaven.  The  post  office,  not  knowing 
what  to  do  with  the  letter,  sent  it  to  the 
White  House,  and  the  President,  much 
amused,  ordered  $5  sent  to  the  lad. 

The  youngster  was  delighted  that  his 
earnest  prayers  had  been  answered,  and  he 
sat  down  and  wrote  a  thank-you  note  to 
Heaven.  There  was  also  a  postscript, 
which  said : 

"I  note  that  the  letter  came  through 
Washington.  As  usual,  those  bureaucrats 
deducted  95  per  cent." 

»  It  is  rumored  that  in  New  Jersey  the 
mosquitoes  are  so  big,  so  strong,  and  so 
choosy  that,  before  biting  a  serviceman, 
they  turn  over  his  dog  tag  and  read  the 
inscription  to  see  whether  his  blood  type 
appeals  sufficiently  to  them. 
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»  A  ship's  gunner  home  on  leave  was  left 
with  the  family  cat  to  watch  the  kitchen 
fire  while  his  wife  went  out  to  visit  rela- 
tives. Two  hours  later,  when  she  returned, 
the  gunner  and  cat  were  snoring  peacefully 
and  the  fire  was  dead.  She  took  in  the 
situation  at  a  glance  and  shouted,  "Fire!" 

The  gunner  leaped  up,  tore  open  the  oven 
door,  rammed  in  the  cat,  slammed  the  door 
and  cried,  "Number  One  gun  ready !" 

»  One  night,  in  England,  Dr.  Torrey,  the 
American  evangelist,  received  a  note  for 
the  question  box  to  this  effect,  "If  you  are 
so  good  as  you  pretend  to  be,  can  you  walk 
on  water?"  Scrawled  across  the  note  were 
the  words,  "Don't  you  dodge  this."  Dr. 
Torrey  read  the  question  and  replied,  "Yes, 
my  friend,  I  can  walk  on  water  a  great  deal 
better  than  I  can  on  whisky !" 


»  One  of  the  R.A.F.  stories  concerns 
Hitler's  suggestion  that  they  fly  over  Lon- 
don and  inspect  the  damage  reported  done 
by  their  bombers.  They  took  off  in  a 
plane,  before  dawn,  with  an  escort  of  fight- 
ers. Goering  was  at  the  controls.  Hitler 
soon  fell  asleep.  He  awoke  at  dawn,  and 
saw  below  him  a  devastated  city,  with  not 
a  single  building  upright. 

"Wonderful,     wonderful !"     he     compli- 
mented Goering,  who  replied :  "Shh,  go  to   j 
sleep  again.    That  was  Hamburg !" 


^HERE  was   no  band,   no   ceremonial. 
It  wasn't  even  dramatic.    A  car  honked 

)|itside  and  he  said,  "Well,  I  guess  that's 
ir  me."  He  picked  up  his  bag,  and  his 
.other   said,  "You  haven't  forgotten  your 

-loves?"  He  kissed  her  and  held  out  his 
md  to  me.  "Well,  so  long,"  he  said. 
I  took  his  hand  but  all  I  could  say  was, 
aood  luck."  The  door  slammed  and  that 
as  that — another  boy  gone  to  war. 
I  had  advised  waiting  for  the  draft,  wait- 
ig  at  least   until  he  was   old  enough  to 

'agister.  He  had  smiled  at  that,  and  as- 
ired  me  that  his  mind  was  made  up.  He 
anted  peace,  he  said.  Without  peace, 
hat  good  was  living? 

!  There  was   finality   in  the  way  he  said 

I  lis — 2.   finality  at  once   grim   and   gentle. 

\  had  said  no  more  about  waiting. 

!  After  the  door  closed  behind  him  I  went 

ipstairs  to  what  had  been  his  room.  It 
as  in  worse  chaos  than  usual.  Clothing 
/as  scattered  about — dancing  pumps,  a 
;nnis  racket,  his  phonograph  records,  let- 

'  irs,  invitations  to  parties  he  now  would 
ot  attend. 

I  went  then  to  my  room.  On  the  wall 
'as  a  picture  of  a  little  boy,  his  toothless 
rin  framed  in  curls — the  same  boy  who 
ad  just  taken  my  hand  and  said,  "Well,  so 
'ng."  Not  much  time,  I  thought,  between 
ae  making  of  that  picture  and  the  slam- 
ling  of  the  front  door. 

Suddenly  a  queer  thing  happened.  Ob- 
acts  came  alive,  whispered  to  me.  The 
ouse  was  full  of  soft  voices.  They  led 
le  up  to  the  attic — ^to  a  box  of  toy  soldiers, 
football  helmet,  a  home-made  guitar, 
lass  pictures,  a  stamp  album,  a  penny  bank 
.'ith  the  lid  pried  off  .  .  . 
The  voices  led  me  en  to  a  folder  stuffed 
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with  papers :  report  cards,  letters — among 
them  the  wail  of  an  exasperated  teacher : 
"Though  he  looks  like  an  angel  .  .  ." — a 
baptismal  certificate,  a  ribbon  won  in  a 
track  meet,  faded  photographs,  one  taken 
on  the  memorable  first  day  of  long  pants. 

I  sat  down  and  thought  how  time  had 
flown.  Why,  it  was  only  yesterday  when 
I  had  held  him  in  my  arms !  That,  some- 
how, made  me  remember  all  the  scoldings 
I  had  given  him,  the  preachments,  the  ex- 
hortation to  a  virtue  and  wisdom  I  did  not 
myself  possess. 

I  thought  too  of  my  last  inarticulate 
"Good  luck,"  and  wished  that  I  had  some- 
how been  able  to  tell  him  how  much  I 
really  loved  him.  Had  he  perhaps  pene- 
trated my  brusque  reserve?  Had  he 
guessed  what  was  in  my  heart? 

And  then  I  thought:  What  fools  we  are 
with  our  children — always  plotting  what  we 
shall  make  of  them,  always  planning  for  a 
future  that  never  comes,  always  intent  on 
what  they  may  be,  never  accepting  what 
they  are ! 

Well,  curly-head — j-ou're  a  man  now.  I 
hated  to  see  you  go,  but  I  would  not  have 
halted  you  if  I  could.  I  cannot  pretend  I 
am  not  sad.     But  I  am  proud  too! 


Reprinted  by  permission  of  Mr.  O'Brien  and  the  Chicago  Daily  News. 
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Some  views  on  winning, the  peace 
By  WALTER  W.  VAN  KIRK 

TO  American  soldiers,  sailors  and  air- 
men everywhere :  greetings.  Or  as 
General  Montgomery  is  in  the  habit  of 
saying,  "Happy  hunting !" 

And  you  are  hunting  for  something.  Of 
that  I  am  very  sure.  You  are  hunting  not 
only  for  military  victory  but  for  a  just  and 
durable  peace.  That's  what  the  statesmen 
of  the  world  are  hunting  for.  That's  why 
our  President,  at  great  personal  risk,  flew 
to  Cairo  and  Teheran.  That's  why  Con- 
gress, by  overwhelming  majorities  in  both 
the  House  and  Senate,  adopted  resolutions 
pledging  American  aid  in  the  winning  of 
the  peace. 

How  is  the  peace  to  be  won?  Not  alone 
by  conferences  of  the  kind  the  President 
has  been  attending.  Not  alone  by  paper 
resolutions  approved  by  Congress.  Not 
alone  by  military  victory.  Most  of  you  are 
too  young  to  remember  the  first  world  war. 
But  there  was  a  smashing  military  victory 
at  that  time.  The  Hindenburg  Line  was 
crushed.  The  German  army  surrendered. 
The  German  na\y  was  sunk.  German 
bridgeheads  and  military  installations 
passed  tmder  the  control  of  the  Allied 
Armies  of  Occupation.  But  the  peace  was 
lost.  Why?  There  zvas  lacking  a  public 
opinion  to  enforce  the  peace. 
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That's  where  you  men  come  in.  The| 
peace  can't  be  won  unless  you  and  your 
buddies  and  all  the  men  in  the  armed  forces' 
of  the  United  Nations  talk  peace,  think 
peace,  and,  more  important  than  all  else, 
will  peace. 

But  if  you're  going  to  talk  peace  what 
will  you  talk  about?  I  suggest  that  you 
begin  with  the  "Six  Pillars  of  Peace" 
drafted  by  Protestant  Church  leaders. 
(See  page  opposite.) 

The  first  of  these  Six  Pillars  deals  with 
the  problem  of  political  organization.  It 
proposes  that  the  United  Nations,  once  the 
war  is  won,  shall  stand  together  and  work 
together  for  the  winning  of  the  peace.  If 
the  nations  fall  apart  after  the  war  the 
peace  will  be  lost.  What  will  the  United 
States  do  about  this  ?  That's  for  you  to 
say.  Do  you  want  your  country  to  go  iso- 
lationist  again?     Do  you  believe  we  can 
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uild  a  wall  around  ourselves  high  enough 
D  shut  out  the  rest  of  the  world?  Some 
oiks  think  so.  Do  you?  If  you  don't 
hink  so,  say  so ! 

President  Roosevelt  has  told  Marshal 
5talin  and  Prime  Minister  Churchill  and 
^neralissimo  Chiang  Kai-shek  that  the 
Jnited  States  will  roll  up  its  sleeves  after 
he  war  and  help  win  the  peace.  But  the 
'resident  can't  roll  up  your  sleeves.  Nor 
an  Congress.  You'll  have  to  roll  up  your 
wn  sleeves.  So  will  I.  So  will  every- 
ody  else  in  our  blessed  country.  The 
/alls  of  isolation  must  be  torn  down.  A 
ew  foundation  must  be  laid.  In  many 
espects  the  United  States  must  be  the  cor- 
erstone  of  this  new  foundation.  Without 
ur  country,  the  foundation  can't  be  laid. 
Upon  this  foundation  there  will  be  built 
world  community  of  nations.  First,  the 
Jnited  Nations.  Then,  as  quickly  as  pos- 
ible,  neutral  and  enemy  nations.  There 
'fiust  be  laws  for  the  world  community, 
'here  must  be  a  Court  for  the  world  com- 
lunity.  But,  more  important,  there  must 
e  a  world  mind  for  the  world  community. 
)therwise  we  will  have  anarchy  after  the 
/ar. 

The   United    States   will   have   to  make 

ome   concessions.     Other   nations   will   be 

iequired  to  do  the  same  thing.  We'll  have 

0   put   up    some   ''Stop"    signs    and   "Go" 

ijigns  on  the  highways  and  sea-lanes  of  the 

•  /orld.     There  must  be  world  organization 

if  we  are  not  to  fight  another  war  twenty- 

ve  years   from   now.     Do   you  want   the 

Jnited  States  to  join  a  world  organization? 

}  f  you  do,  shout  this  fact  from  the  top  of 

our    lungs.      The    hour    of    decision    ap- 

Toaches.     It  is  almost  here.     The  voice  of 

\merica  will  be  your  voice  and  my  voice 

aagnified   several  million-fold. 

Then  there's  the  matter  of  bread.     Not 

read   with  butter,    but   just   plain   bread. 

That's  what  the  professors  call  economics. 

That's  a  high-sounding  word,  but  it  means 
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7.  THE  PEACE  must  provide  the 
political  framework  for  a  continu- 
ing collaboration  of  the  United 
Nations  and,  in  due  course,  of 
neutral  and  enemy  nations. 
II.  THE  PEACE  must  make  provision 
for  bringing  vrithin  the  scope  oi 
international  agreement  those 
economic  and  financial  acts  of 
national  governments  which  have 
widespread  international  reper- 
cussions. 

III,  THE  PEACE  must  make  provision 
for  an  organization  to  adapt  the 
treaty  structure  of  the  world  to 
changing  underlying  conditions. 

IV.  THE  PEACE  must  proclaim  the 
goal  of  autonomy  for  subject  peo- 
ples, and  it  must  establish  inter- 
national organization  to  assure 
and  to  supervise  the  realization 
of  that  end. 

V.  THE  PEACE  must  establish  pro- 
cedures for  controlling  military 
establishments  everywhere. 
VI.  THE  PEACE  must  establish  in 
principle,  and  seek  to  achieve  in 
practice,  the  right  of  individuals 
everywhere  to  religious  and  in- 
tellectual  liberty. 
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bread.  Bread  for  the  hungry  people  of  the 
world.  People  must  eat.  You  know  that. 
You  like  to  eat.  So  do  other  people.  If 
people  can't  eat,  they'll  fight.  There's 
enough  bread  in  the  world.  The  problem 
is  to  get  the  bread  where  the  hunger  is.  To 
do  this  nations  must  agree  not  to  interfere 
with  each  other's  trade.  They  must  not 
juggle  their  currencies  without  taking  into 
account  the  effect  of  this  action  on  the  well- 
being  of  other  peoples.  Nations  simply 
must  not  in  the  future  build  high  economic 
walls  around  themselves. 

That's  what  the  churches'  second  Pillar 
of  Peace  means.  It  suggests  that  when 
the  war  is  over  the  practice  of  every  nation 
thinking  only  of  its  own  stomach  be  aban- 
doned and  that  other  people's  stomachs  be 
taken  into  account.  That  means  that  other 
people's  living  standards  must  be  raised. 
But  this  can't  be  done  until  the  United 
States  and  other  nations  agree  to  walk  down 
the  economic  avenues  of  the  future  hand- 
in-hand.  Are  you  willing  that  the  United 
States  do  this?  If  you  are,  shout  this  fact 
from  the  top  of  your  lungs. 

Changes  Via  Peaceful  Process 

Then  there's  the  question  of  making 
changes  every  once  in  a  while  in  the  treaties 
that  will  be  agreed  to  after  the  war.  Until 
now  the  favorite  way  of  changing  treaties 
was  by  going  to  war.  That's  what  Hitler 
did.  That's  what  some  future  Hitler  will 
do  if  we  don't  watch  out.  People  change. 
Their  ideas  change.  Conditions  change. 
What  was  a  good  treaty  today  may  be  a 
bad  treaty  tomorrow.  Our  forefathers  were 
smart.  They  wrote  a  Constitution.  But 
they  weren't  such  fools  as  to  believe  that 
they  could  see  into  the  coming  centuries. 
So  they  decided  on  a  way  by  which  the 
Constitution  could  be  changed.  Not  by 
war  but  by  a  peaceful  process — that  of 
amendment.  How  many  times  has  our 
Constitution    been    changed?      You    don't 


know?  Never  mind.  Itfe  not  too  impor-i 
tant.  But  the  Constitution  has  been 
changed — not  once,  but  many  times.  And 
it  was  changed  not  by  war  but  by  peaceful 

means. 

Nations  Can  Do  It  Too! 

Why  can't  the  world  of  nations  do  this"? 
They  can — provided  you  and  your  buddies 
and  the  soldiers  and  sailors  and  civilians  of 
our  own  and  other  countries  want  this  to 
be  done.  The  third  Pillar  of  Peace  of  the 
Protestant  churches  asks  that  the  peace 
"make  provision  for  an  organization  to 
adapt  the  treaty  structure  of  the  world  to 
changing  underlying  conditions."  That'^s 
what  we've  just  been  talking  about.  Do 
you  believe  that  a  way  should  be  found  to 
make  possible .  changes  in  the  treaties  be- 
tween nations  without  going  to  war?  If 
•you  do,  shout  this  fact  from  the  top  of 
your  lungs. 

Then  there's  the  question  of  subject 
peoples.  There  are  millions  of  people  who 
are  not  free  to  choose  the  type  of  govern- 
ment they  want.  They  are  not  free  to  work 
as  we  are  free  to  work.  They  have  no 
flag;  they  have  no  government  of  their 
own.  What  is  to  be  done  with  these  peo- 
ples? Must  they  always  be  subject  peo- 
ples? Is  that  what  God  intended?  Can 
we  have  peace  without  justice  to  these  peo- 
ple? History  gives  you  the  answer,  and 
that  answer  is  "No." 

No  doubt  you're  saying  to  yourselves, 
"But  these  people  aren't  ready  for  self- 
government."  That's  true,  at  least  in  part. 
That's  why  the  fourth  Pillar  of  Peace  sug- 
gests that  the  nations  commit  themselves 
now  to  the  "goal  of  autonomy  for  subject 
peoples,"  and  that  some  kind  of  international 
organization  be  created  "to  assure  and  to 
supervise  the  realization  of  that  end." 

Let's  illustrate  what  we  mean.  Musso- 
lini's African  colonies  are  gone — shot  to 
pieces   by   American   and    British   gunfire. 
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•hat's     to     become     of     these     colonies? 

lall  they  be  given  back  to  Italy?  Or 
jail   they   be   given  to   England?     Or   to 

-ance?  Or  to  the  United  States?  No! 
thousand  times,  no !     Why  not  have  the 

tions,  together,  act  as  a  guardian  for  the 

oples  of  the  now  defunct  Italian  colonies 
Africa  until   these  peoples  are   able  to 

•vern  themselves  ?  Does  this  seem  to  you 
^  be  a  sensible  solution?     If  so,  shout  this 

ct  from  the  top  of  your  lungs. 

And  what  about  armies  and  navies  and 
V  forces  after  the  war?    Shall  each  nation 

mpete  with  all  the  other  nations  in  this 

atter?  What  a  mess  that  would  be! 
i  hat's  the  way  to  bankruptcy.  There 
"I't  enough  money  in  the  world  to  do  this 

that  is,  if  you  want  to  go  on  spending 
bney  for  schools  and  colleges  and 
.lurches  and  hospitals  and  ice  boxes  and 
[itomobiles  and  radios  and  diamond  rings 
'r  your  sweethearts. 

Ansv/ei  horn  the  Soldiei-Dead 

I 

j  But  even  if  there  were  enough  money  to 

aintain  these  competing  militar\'-  estab- 
ihments — is  that  the  way  to  peace?  The 
iswer  comes  from  the  soldier-dead  of  the 
nturies  and  that  answer  is  ''No."  That's 
hy  the  President,  in  the  Atlantic  Charter, 
oked  forward  to  the  day  when  there 
ould  be  world-wide  supervision  of  arma- 
ents.  That's  why  the  church  leaders  in 
f^  fifth  Pillar  of  Peace  advocate  "pro- 
dures   for   controlling   military   establish- 


ments everywhere.""  Do  you  believe  this? 
If  you  do,  shout  this  fact  from  the  top 
of  3'Our  lungs. 

Then  there's  the  matter  of  religious  free- 
dom, and  the  freedom  to  think  your  own 
thoughts.  You  want,  indeed  you  insist, 
on  these  freedoms  for  yourselves.  Have 
you  any  right,  therefore,  to  deny  these 
freedoms  to  other  people?  By  no  means. 
Then  let's  try  to  build  a  world  in  which 
governments  will  recognize  that  in  the 
area  of  conscience,  man,  who  is  born  in 
God's  image,  is  absolutely  supreme.  And 
that  in  the  minds  of  men  everywhere  there 
is  freedom  to  think  without  the  fear  that 
secret  police  are  lurking  around  the  corner. 
That's  what  the  sixth  Pillar  of  Peace  says : 
"the  right  of  individuals  everywhere  to 
religious  and  intellectual  libert}^"  Do  you 
want  these  freedom.s  for  other  people? 
For  the  Jew  and  the  Gentile?  For  Whites, 
for  Negroes,  for  Yellow  peoples  and  Brown 
peoples?  For  victor  and  vanquished  peo- 
ples? For  everybody?  Do  you?  If  you 
do,  shout  this  fact  from  the  top  of  your 
lungs. 

But  more  tlian  all  this :  peace  requires  a 
moral  and  spiritual  revolution.  Again, 
that's  where  you  come  in.  You  can  be  a 
leader  in  that  revolution.  New  life  must 
be  breathed  into  the  dry  bones  of  this 
materialistic  world.  New  candles  must  be 
lighted — the  candles  of  faith,  of  hope,  of 
love.  And  who  is  there  to  lift  these  candles 
into  flame  if  not  yoit,  and  you^  and  YOU? 


Cynicism  is  a  scorpion  which  at  the 
end   dies   by  stinging   itself. 

It  is  better  to  stumble  toward  a 
better  life  than  not  to  make  any  step 
at  all. 

There  are  far  more  people  who  lose 
their  life  by  taking  too  low  a  view  of 
themselves  than  there  are  who  do  so 
by  taking  too  high  a  one. 

The  man  who  tries  to  drown  his 
troubles  in  drink  usually  finds  he  has 
only  irrigated  them. — Boy  L.  Smith. 


One's  reputation  for  possessing 
brains  will  rarely  be  questioned  if  he 
can  only  restrain  his  tongue  from  try- 
ing to  prove  it. 

If  you  would  take  the  real  measure 
of  a  man,  note  the  size  of  the  things 
that  make  him  mad. 

You  have  your  machinery  in  reverse 
when  you  try  to  raise  yourself  by  low- 
ering  somebody   else. 

I  regard  that  man  as  lost  who  has 
lost  his  sense  of  shame. 


■:^''-  THE  CHAPLAIN  SPEAKS 


By  CHAPLAIN  RAYMOND  E.  MUSSER 

Camp  Campbell,  Ky. 

AMONG  the  duties  of  the  Army  chap- 
lain is  the  responsibiHty  of  addressing 
the  soldiery  upon  the  subject  of  sex  moral- 
ity. 

If  I  had  my  own  choice  in  the  assembly 
call,  two-thirds  of  you  fellows  would  not 
be  here.  For  I  divide  GI's  into  three 
classes — those  who  will,  those  who  zifion't, 
and  those  who  might  practice  immorality. 

The  Wills — You  "wills"  would  be  ex- 
empted, since  nothing  I  might  say  would 
deter  you  from  sex  indulgence.  Your  prac- 
tice has  formed  a  habit  of  body  and  an  atti- 
tude of  mind  toward  the  opposite  sex  that 
is  well  fixed.  No  matter  how  charming 
her  person,  how  scintillating  her  intellect, 
how  fresh  and  lovely  and  wholsome  her 
companionship,  a  young  woman's  only  at- 
traction to  you  is  that  she  is  of  the  opposite 
sex.  You  salacious  soldiers  will  take  up 
on  the  street  corner  and  in  a  strange  house 
with  any  slut,  no  matter  how  uncouth  or 
how  shot  through  with  venereal  disease, 
just  because  she  is  a  woman  who  will  give 
or  sell  her  body  to  your  desire  for  a  few 
14 
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minutes.  Such  whoredom  is  outside  the  J" 
conception  of  the  clean-minded  male.  Love-i 
making  between  two  youths — a  boy  and  d'° 
girl  in  love  and  married — is  both  under-' ^' 
standable  and  desirable;  prostitution  i?|' 
unthinkable.  '  ^ 

The   Won'ts — You   "won'ts"   would  b« 
exempted    because    while   the    first    group|^ 
would  not  heed  my  talk,  you   would  not 
need  it. 

You  have  trained  yourselves  to  be  high-' 
minded.  A  girl  to  you  is  a  companion,  a 
friend.  Tired  of  associations  with  men! 
only,  you  seek  out  the  USO  functions,  the; 
church  and  "Y"  social  centers,  and  accept: 
invitations  into  the  homes  of  nice  people 
with  nice  daughters.  There  is  no  "wolfing." 
You  sensible  soldiers  have  your  own  wives 
or  sweethearts,  and  y>^ould  no  more  think 
of  sex  indulgence  or  erotic  petting  than 
you  would  consent  for  your  own  women 
to  do  so  back  home. 

The  Mights — So  what  I  am  about  to 
say  is  for  the  consideration  of  the  third 
group — ^you  "mights," 

Since  your  induction  you  have  heard 
appeals  to  keep  your  body  well  and  clean, 
since  a  diseased  body  can  neither  give  it 
nor  take  it ;  you  have  listened  to  medical 
officers'  plain  testimony  that  there  is  no 
sure  cure  for  these  dreadful,  humiliating, 
health-shattering,  infectious  diseases  that 
God  put  as  a  curse  upon  fornication.  And 
you  will  know,  from  the  experience  of 
others  if  not  from  your  own,  that  nothing 
so  distracts  the  moral  conscience,  so  splits  j 
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^part  the  personality^  so  shames  the  mem- 
ry  as  an  adulterous  deed.  The  Bible 
caches  that  "they  shall  be  as  one  flesh," 
'here  is  spiritual  unity  in  lawful  love- 
laking;  promiscuity  wrecks  the  hope  of 
armony  and  full  enjoyment  of  married 
fe. 

It  is  a  tenet  of  all  ethical  religions  that 
le  body  is  the  temple  of  the  spirit,  the 
astle  of  the  personality.  To  desecrate  the 
j.ody  is  to  mar  the  spirit,  to  blotch  the 
j:iaracter,  to  despoil  the  personality.  The 
lOhappy  reactions  are  not  worth  those  few, 
^ist,  fleeting  moments  of  .physical  sensa- 
;on.  Let  no  libertine  kid  you  about  your 
; puritan"  morals. 

^  And  let  no  cynic  convince  you  that  there 
,;  anything  sissy  about  goodness.  Rather, 
J  ghteousness  is  a  virile,  manly  something; 
'wickedness  is  a  termite-eaten  structure 
jjady  to  fall  upon  one's  head.     While  the 


boy  that  sowed  wild  oats  is  struggling  with 
divorce  proceedings  3'ou  will  be  living  con- 
tentedly with  your  One-and-Only. 

It  is  said  by  the  poet  about  the  medieval 
soldier,  Sir  Galahad :  "His  strength  is  as 
the  strength  of  ten  because  his  heart  is 
pure."  That  is  equally  true  of  the  modern 
soldier  in  training  for  a  march  across  the 
world  to  free  it  from  the  enemy.  Clean, 
rugged,  virile,  pure  in  heart,  you  go  into 
battle  more  than  a  match  for  the  adversary. 

Health  and  morale  are  Siamese  twins. 
An  army  is  only  organized  flesh  and  blood. 
Americans  have  the  best  weapons,  but  a 
weapon  is  no  better  than  the  crew  that 
mans  it.  The  soldier  who  debases  his 
body,  man-handles  his  morals,  and  sabo- 
tages his  soul  is  not  fighting  in  our  Cause ; 
the  soldier  who,  by  clean  living  and  honest 
training,  becomes  superior  is  the  one  who 
will  bring  us  Vfctory. 


"Straight  Dope  from  Just  Another  Sinner'' 
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*NE  week  of  night  flying  has  left  us  with  a  whole  conviction:  It  is  high  time 
we  made  our  peace  with  the  Almighty.  We've  done  more  thinking  about  the 
hereafter  while  trying  to  find  that  night  traffic  pattern  than  we  did  through 
four  church  services  per  Sunday  during  a  devout  childhood.  And  what  we've 
seen — cmd  more  particularly,  what  we  haven't  seen,  hut  knozv  darn  well  must 
have  been  there  on  those  night  flights — leads  us  to  the  conclusion  that  every 
man  in  the  Class  of  43-G  had  better  get  on  speaking  terms  with  his  God. 

Incidentally,  this  editorial  was  neither  inspired  nor  paid  for  by  Chaplain 
Rogers.    It's  straight  dope,  boys,  from  just  another  sinner.    So  lend  an  ear. 

Now,  some  of  you  think  that  God  rides  in  the  cockpit  with  you,  and  that's 
probably  right.  He's  had  to  be  there  for  some  of  us  guys;  there's  no  doubt 
about  it.  But  remember  this:  When  you  get  a  pair  of  wings  of  your  own,  it 
is  said  that  God  gets  out  and  only  takes  an  occasional  check  ride  with  you  to 
see  how  you're  getting  along.  You're  supposed  to  be  a  pilo.t  then,  and  the 
Almighty  has  too  many  other  green  cadets  to  watch  out  for  to  keep  on  the  tail 
of  a  man  that's  just  got  his  wings.  So  remember  that,  boys.  And  if  you've 
the  sense  to  be  grateful,  why,  remember  all  the  things  you  get  azvay  "with  that 
shoidd  have  killed  you. 

And  just  to  show  you  appreciate  all  this  good  care  you've  been  getting  these 

last  zveeks,  we  say  you  ought  to  go  to  chapel  next  Sunday.    You'll  see  us  there! 

— A/C  Fred  Harmes,  Blackland  Army  Air  Field,  Waco,  Texas. 


The  Path  to  Peace 

By  PFC.  DAVID  E  SINGER 

Fort  Knox,  Ky, 
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HISTORY  records  something  like  5,000 
wars  between  nations.  That  war  as 
the  permanent  solution  to  mankind's  prob- 
lems is  fallacious  is  manifest  by  its  constant 
failure,  yet  each  time  it  is  undertaken  it 
assumes  a  more  intense  and  terrifying  form. 
War  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  natural 
and  unavoidable.  It  is  even  justified  by 
some  as  the  normal  consequence  of  man's 
instinct  to  fight.  It  is  fortunate  that  early 
physicians  were  not  willing  to  accept  the 
periodic  outbreaks  of  plague  with  the  same 
complacency.  The  world  cries  for  peace — 
a  lasting  peace  that  would  spare  the  genera- 
tions yet  unborn  the  agony  of  strife. 

Following  the  present  and  most  devastat- 
ing of  all  wars,  we  shall  be  faced  with  the 
greatest  opportunity  in  all  time  to  achieve 
a  lasting  peace.  But  it  can  only  be  done 
by  the  acceptance  of  new  concepts.  It  is 
man's  time  to  build  his  own  world,  and  he 
must  approach  the  task  with  determination 
and  resignation  to  social  change  as  un- 
shakeable  as  that  which  he  displays  in  war. 

Here  is  another  type  of  plague  to  over- 
come, with  its  germ  growing  not  in  the 
bodies  but  in  the  minds  of  men.  Man  has 
done  much  to  master  the  natural  sciences. 
Is  it  too  altruistic  to  believe  him  capable 
of  mastering  himself?  Is  the  undertaking 
any  more  prodigious  than  the  campaign  of 
destruction  and  the  fanatical  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  self -extermination? 

The  answer  to  both  these  questions  is 
an  unqualified  "No !"  But  we  must  go 
about  the  task  of  establishing  permanent 
peace  in  an  intelligent  manner. 

First,  we  must  have  a  "cooling  off"  period 
directly  following  this  war.    Any  immedi- 
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ate  post-war  period  is  the  worst  concelvablel 
time  for  making  .peace,  since  every  psycho-l 
logical  and  emotional  force  works  con-l 
trary  to  unbiased  judgment.  Without  free-! 
dom  from  prejudice  a  peace  can  only  be 
another  document  of  Impositions  on  a  help-| 
less  and  exhausted  people. 

The  smoldering  embers  must  be  given  ai 
chance  to  cool.     The  "cooling  off"  periodsi 
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DO  SERVICE   MENI 

DERHAPS    the    question    should    be,     "Is 

swearing  necessary  for  the  making  of 
men?"  A  recent  issue  of  "Fortune"  Maga- 
zine had  a  success  story  of  an  industrialist 
who  had  been  catapulted  into  prominence 
by  war  industry.  The  biographer  described| 
him  as  one  who  "swears  beautifully  and 
easily"  and  addresses  ail,  cultured  and  un- 
cultured alike,  who  get  in  his  way  with 
an  epithet. 

Now,  it  may  appear  prudish,  maybe  even 
unpatriotic,  to  say  that  being  "profane  | 
and  opportunistic"  just  does  not  indicate 
real  manliness.  But  it  is. time  for  all  who 
believe  that  refined  ideals  still  characterize 
a  gentleman  to  assert  that  the  "male 
animal"  is  least  manlike  as  a  human  vol- 
cano belching  forth  a  stream  of  foul-sound- 
ing oaths.  There  is  nothing  in  the  notion 
that  swearing  makes  "he-men." 

Our  boys  with  the  armed  forces  meet 
profanity  everywhere,  and  many  come  to 
believe  that  learning  it  is  a  part  of  the 
training  routine.  The  swearing  sergeant 
used  to  be  associated  with  the  obstinate 
Missouri  mule.  Nowadays  some  who  lec- 
ture on  army  techniques  to  our  youth  use  j 
language  that  belongs  to  the  stable. 

Swearing,  its  proponents  often  claim,  i 
furnishes  the  necessary  condiment  fof  the  | 
speech.  It  is  to  oral  or  written  language  i 
what   mustard   is   to   the  hot  dog.     Now, 
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lave  never  been  sufficiently  long,  nor  have 
hey  been  employed  in  the  best  interests  of 
lumanity.     The  house  has  been  built  and 
ebuilt   on  the   foundations    of    smoldering 
nimosities,  sooner  or  later  to  be  reignited. 
\  peace  treaty  heaping  indignities  and  op- 
res  sive  .poverty  on  conquered  victims  can 
ever    endure.     A   peace   hypothecated   on 
■  dministration   by   force    can   be   no    more 
ihan  the   continuation  of   the  mistakes   of 
J  he  past. 

J  The  answer  to  the  crying  need  for  an 
enduring  peace  lies  in  educational  programs, 
|he  awakening  of  the  human  conscience, 
ne  holding  of  sanctity  of  personal  rights 
ijs  inviolable  among  all  mankind.     When  a 


ilAVE  TO  SWEAR? 

^any  of  us  have  a  sincere  regard  for  the 
iwly  wiener,  yet  when  the  soldiers  were 
sked  to  name  their  favorite  meat  it  was 
loice  Western  steak.  And  a  good  steak 
oes  not  demand  mustard.  Solid  speech, 
k.ewise,  is  possible  and  can  stand  on  its 
jvn  weight  without  common  embellish- 
lents.  Swearing  denotes  weakness  of 
Dcabuiary  and  sterility  of  thought.  A 
:uss  word"  is  a  mighty  poor  substitute  for 
1  idea. 

The  use  of  profanity  does  not  end  merely 

the  blighting  of  language;  it  goes  deeper 

^id   dulls   the   edge   of   moral    life.      In   ar- 

sting   its   spread   Christian   men   may  well 

affirm  their  own  conviction  that  the  third 

^»mmandment,    "Thou    shalt    not   take    the 

(ime   of   the   Lord    thy   Cod    in   vain,"   has 

>t  been  set  aside.     Silence  on  the  subject 

ay    lead    some    to    believe    that    the    new 

hical   code  does  not  forbid  profanity. 

It  cannot  be  said   too  emphatically  that 

cultured    Christian    society    will    not    be 

i.hered     in     by     profanity    or    its    weaker 

.  other,  the  quoted  or  second-handed  brand 

swearing.      Wit,   to   be   spicy,   does   not 

:mand  doses  of  profane  vitriol,  and  pun- 

nt  emphasis   is  possible  without   irrever- 

ce.     The  manly  man  gets  along  without 

^earing! 

•JOHN  O.  CROSS  in  The  Christian  Advocate 
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scientist  end^  an  experiment  in  failure  he 
begins  anew  with  a  new  formula.  We 
must  begin  the  experiment  of  harmonious 
human  relationships  by  seeing  the  cultiva- 
tion of  social  intelligence  as  an  essential 
ingredient  in  the  formula  of  lasting  peace. 

We  have  already  experienced  world  regu- 
lation in  an  economic  sense.  It  is  now  time 
that  theology  and  education  take  their 
.places  as  exact  sciences.  There  should  be  a 
world  education  center  under  the  direction 
of  scholars,  and  completely  divorced  from 
every  political  affiliation.  There  shall  be 
literally  millions  of  orphaned  children 
when  this  war  ends,  and  it  shall  be  in- 
cumbent upon  us  to  care  for  them.  These 
children  should  be  isolated  from  the  scene 
of  war,  and  be  transported  to  the  "free" 
countries,  there  to  be  reared  and  educated. 
Most  emphatically  these  children  should  not 
be  assimilated  by  the  country  temporarily 
adopting  them,  but  taught  in  their  own 
native  tongues.  At  the  age  of  self  re- 
liance, and  when  they  have  been  thoroughly 
schooled  in  the  philosophies  and  blessings 
of  freedom,  they  should  be  returned  to  their 
native  lands. 

Further,  the  veil  of  misinformation  con- 
cerning international  affairs  must  be  re- 
moved. The  dissemination  of  news  has  al- 
ways been  a  powerful  weapon  in  arousing 
common  people.  News  must  be  released 
simultaneously  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
and  with  only  one  purpose,  enlightenment 
— not  propaganda.  Distorted  news  is  the 
breeder  of  hate. 

Wars  are  fundamentally  economic.  Pos- 
session of  the  world's  natural  wealth  has 
always  been  a  great  stimulus  of  war.  Had 
the  problems  of  distribution  of  resources 
been  handled  from  the  viewpoint  of  social 
necessity,  many  of  the  wars  for  its  posses- 
sion w^ould  never  have  taken  place.  The 
resources  of  the  earth  were  put  here  for 
the  use  and  enjoyment  of  its  inhabitants. 
Should    the    people    of    one    nation    who, 
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through  sheer  coincidence  of  having  been 
born  in  the  vicinity  of  geologic  deposits, 
covet  them  to  the  exclusion  of  any  other 
nation?  Should  Greek  or  Polish  children 
star^'e  while  the  United  States  pays  farmers 
to  plow  under  its  over-abundant  grain? 

If  the  horn  of  plenty  were  made  to  flow 
in  every  direction,  where  would  be  the 
motive  for  man  to  rebel  against  his  neigh- 
bor? Aloreover,  the  control  of  raw  mate- 
rial (rather  than  its  denial)  in  itself  would 
make  impossible  the  construction  of  a  war 
machine. 

Finally,  and  equally  important  to  peace, 
men's  hearts  must  be  indoctrinated  from 
birth  with  a  higher  spiritual  motivation. 
The  moral  sin  of  war,  the  basic  respect  for 
the  thoughts  and  opinions  of  his  fellowman, 
and  the  great  truth  that  man's  prayers 
should  be  answered  here  on  earth  hy  man 
— these  are  the  precepts  of  peace.  Heaven 
on.  earth  is  not  as  much  God's  problem  as 
it  is  man's. 

The  first  settlers  on  American  soil  came 
to  these  shores  in  pursuit  of  what  they 
considered  the  most  important  right  of  man, 
the  right  to  worship  as  he  wished.  The 
first  thanksgiving  was  a  holy  feast  of 
gratitude  for  deliverance  into  a  land  where 
free  religious  thought  could  find  rebirth. 
That  spirit  has  been  a  foundation-stone  in 
the  temple  of  democracy. 

Even  in  the  heat  of  battle,  when  we  in 
the  military  service  of  our  country  are 
desperately  fighting  to  continue  "our  way 


of  life,"  we  pray  for  deliverance  to  a  spir-' 
itual,  not  a  physical,  God.  The  spiritual 
faith  in  the  final  moments  supercedes  all 
other  emotions.  Whether  European  or 
American,  white  or  black,  men  are  crea- 
tures guided  by  spiritual  as  well  as  mateH 
rial  impulses. 

It  is  not  intended  that  the  indoctrination 
of  governments  should  follow  an  American 
concept,  or  British,  or  that  of  any  other 
nation.  The  Four  Freedoms,  for  which  we 
are  now  so  valiantly  sacrificing  the  young 
blood  of  our  whole  civilization,  include  the 
right  of  self-determination.  However,  it 
should  not  be  assumed  that  morality  is  ari 
American  institution,  or  that  in  teaching 
it  we  are  doing  anything  more  than  plant 
ing  the  highest  of  all  human  ideals,  the 
brotherhood  of  man.  It  matters  little 
whether  people  decide  that  they  wish  to 
live  under  a  monarchy  as  subjects  or  under! 
a  democracy  as  citizens.  What  does  matter 
is  that  government  must  be  the  instrument 
of  the  people. 

This  is  not  pure  idealism.  It  is  merely  a 
suggested  approach  to  a  new  beginning,  and 
a  frank  recognition  that  the  systems  under 
which  we  have  come  to  the  present  state  of 
chaos  are  not  serving  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  originally  intended.  Our 
swords  must  be  beaten  into  plowshares  and 
our  knowledge  made  our  servant,  or  else 
we  may  as  well  resign  ourselves  to  their 
turning  against  us  and  devouring  the  fruits; 
of  the  earth. 


/tS  an  unreconstructed  heathen,  I  wish  to  pay  my  respects  to  all  the  missionary 
workers  who  have  aided  China  during  these  years  of  China^s  war.  Many  of 
the  missions  have  lost  their  property  and  have  suffered  casualties  in  personnel. 
Their  women  zvorkers  have  suffered  indignities,  physical  hardships  and  misery. 
But  as  far  as  we  know,  no  missionary  worker,  doctor,  nurse  or  teacher  has 
deserted  his  post,  whether  he  be  a  member  of  the  mission  for  lepers  or  a  medical 
missionary  or  a  teacher  in  a  mission  school. — Dr.  Hu-Shih,  Chinese  scholar  and 
formerly  Ambassador  to  the  United  States. 
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A  tribute  to  a  fellow  who's  doing 
one  oi  the  grandest  jobs  in  the 
service — but  with  all  too  little 
recognition:     the     chaplain's     aide! 

By  CHAPLAm  GARLAND  E.  HOPKINS 


ONE  of  the  most  unsung  heroes  of  the 
present  day  army  is  undoubtedly  the 
chaplain's  assistant.  There  are  several  rea- 
sons why  this  wheelhorse  of  army  morale 
has  not  come  into  his  own  so  far  as  pub- 
lic notice  is  concerned.  First,  most  of  the 
credit  for  his  work  goes  to  the  chaplain 
with  whom  he  works.  This  is  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  chaplain,  but  army  records 
are  so  set  up  that  all  the  assistant's  work 
is  reported  through  the  chaplain's  report 
which  includes  no  place  for  recording  the 
special  activities  of  the  assistant. 

Then,  there  is  the  undeniable  fact  that 
the  army  itself  has  not  awakened  to  the 
tremendous  value  of  this  particular  non- 
commissioned officer.  Except  in  rare  cases 
in  higher  echelons,  assistants  are  given  the 
lowest  ratings  of  all  non-coms,  Technician 
Fifth-Class.  This  rating,  while  carrying 
the  salary  and  title  of  corporal,  is  really 
just  a  shade  under  line-corporal  and  just 
a  shade  above  private-first-class.  It  is,  for 
instance,  a  lesser  rating  than  is  given  the 
commanding  officer's  chauffeur,  or  the  cook, 
or  the  vehicle  dispatcher. 

Despite  the  lower  rating  and  the  addi- 
tional factor  that  in  former  times  it  was 
considered  a  "panty-waist"  job,  chaplains' 
assistants  are  among  the  highest  grade  and 
most  efficient  non-coms  in  this-  man's  army. 
The  "panty-waist'*  classification  of  the  old 


regular  army  days  is  too  obviously  in  error 
to  need  refutation.  Its  only  proponents  to- 
day are  rookie  sergeants  trying  to  ape  old 
army  "toughies." 

Chaplains'  assistants  are  hand-picked  by 
the  chaplains  on  the  basis  of  their  educa- 
tional and  religious  background  and  their 
personalities.  The  army  directive  is  ex- 
plicit regarding  the  type  of  man  for  the 
job.  He  must  be  of  good  character,  com- 
mand the  respect  of  both  officers  and  men, 
and  have  qualifications  suiting  him  for  his 
tasks.  Many  chaplains  require  as  a  mini- 
mum qualification  an  intelligence  quotient  of 
110,  two  years  of  college,  and  some  experi- 
ence in  religious  and  social  organizations. 
Musical  ability  is  a  great  help  but  not  a 
prime  consideration  in  time  of  war.  Typ- 
ing and  office  experience  are  aho  valuable 
factors  in  the  selection  of  the  assistant. 
Ability  to  drive  an  automobile  may  prove 
a  great  help. 

This  careful  selection  has  proven  its 
worth  many  times.  The  chaplain  cannot 
be  in  his  office  at  all  times,  yet  emergencies 
or  serious  problems  will  arise  whether  he 
is  there  or  not.  It  is  essential  that  the 
assistant  cope  with  these  situations  when 
they  arise.  It  may  mean  contacting  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  outfit,  perhaps 
even  getting  him  out  of  bed  late  at  night. 
It  may  mean  making  a  decision,  if  the  com- 
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manding-  officer  has  left  decisions  regard- 
ing- the  handling  of  emergencies  in  the 
hands  of  the  chaplain,  as  they  often  do. 
In  any  case,  an  assistant's  greatest  value  is 
in  keeping  the  office  and  work  of  the  chap- 
lain going  even  when  he  is  not  present. 

Saving  a  Good  Non-Com 

One  day  a  sergeant  in  one  of  our  outfits 
staggered  into  the  office  during  training 
hours,  drunk.  He  had  quarreled  with  his 
wife  the  night  before,  and  a  soldier's  ofifer 
of  liquid  escape  had  been  too  great  a  temp- 
tation to  resist.  The  chaplain  was  out. 
The  assistant  realized  that  if  the  soldier 
went  back  to  his  outfit  it  w^ould  mean 
arrest  and  court-martial.  He  did  some 
quick  thinking.  The  sergeant's  record  was 
good.  It  was  too  bad  to  ruin  it  with  this 
misstep.  He  was  up  for  promotion.  He 
had  a  family.  The  assistant  called  the 
unit,  told  them  the  sergeant  was  quite  un- 
well and  was  going  home  f6r  the  rest  of 
the  day.  He  then  took  the  sergeant  home 
in  the  chaplain's  jeep,  helped  sober  him 
up,  talked  the  situation  over  with  his  wife, 
affected  a  reconciliation,  saved  the  army 
a  good  non-com  and  made  a  friend  for  life. 

There  was  another  occasion  when  the 
assistant  did  some  quick  thinking  and  de- 
livered the  goods.  The  telegram  that  a 
private's  mother  was  dying  arrived  just  an 
hour  before  the  train  was  due  to  leave. 
The  chaplain  did  some  fast  work,  got  the 
furlough  signed,  arranged  a  loan  and  put 
the  private  in  the  jeep  driven  by  the  as- 
sistant. The  only  direction  to  the  driver 
was:  '^Don't  miss  that  train!"  That  jeep 
really  traveled  that  night!  All  went  well 
until  the  assistant  noticed  a  police  car  fol- 
lowing him.  Rather  than  slow  up  or  wait 
to  be  stopped,  he  pulled  over  to  the  side 
of  the  road,  stopped,  waved  the  policeman 
down,  explained  the  emergency,  asked  for 
an  escort  to  the  train — and,  got  it ! 

Stories  like  these  can  be  multiplied  over 


and  over.  There  were  the  two  assistants 
who  took  turns  sleeping  by  the  telephone 
night  after  night  waiting  for  a  call  from 
the  sergeant's  wife,  who  was  expecting  a 
baby.  The  very  week  the  baby  was  ex- 
pected the  sergeant  had  been  sent  to  the 
desert,  his  spirits  lightened  only  by  the 
promise  that  the  chaplain's  office  would 
take  care  of  any  situation  that  arose.  There 
are  also  stories  of  riding  around  the  des- 
ert half  the  night  to  find  some  man  whose 
mother  or  baby  was  desperately  ill  and 
calling  for  him.  One  such  ride  began  at 
midnight  and  ended  at  seven  the  next  morn- 
ing, just  so  a  corporal  could  get  to  his 
eight-year-old  son,  who  was  critically  ill 
and  calling  for  him,  a  half  a  day  earlier 
than  he  otherwise  would  have  arrived. 

From  the  fighting  fronts  we  have  heard 
much  of  the  sacrifice  and  daring  of  the 
chaplains.  Very  little  has  been  said  of 
their  assistants.  All  reports  indicate  that, 
side  by  side  with  their  chaplains,  the  as- 
sistants have  helped  in  encouraging  and 
strengthening  our  men  of  battle,  in  com- 
forting and  aiding  the  wounded,  in  burying 
the  dead  and  registering  their  graves. 

Official  Recognition  Coming? 

Some  day  perhaps  the  army's  Chaplains 
Corps  will  especially  select  and  train  these 
assistants  as  integral  members  of  the  corps. 
There  is  certainly  a  great  need  for  such 
a  development.  Until  then,  it  is  high  time 
that  tribute  be  paid  to  their  fine  work. 
Many  of  them  have  chosen  to  remain  as 
T/5  chaplains'  assistants  rather  than  ad- 
vance to  higher  grades  in  other  capacities 
or  even  to  become  officer  candidates.  It 
is  equally  time  that  their  work  be  recog- 
nized as  meriting  much  higher  rating. 

Until  such  recognition  comes,  these  Con- 
tinuous Corporals  will  keep  on  serving  and 
sacrificing  that  our  army  may  keep  what 
they  have  contributed  so  much  toward  de- 
veloping— the  finest  morale  of  any  army.     , 
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By  G.  A.  CLEVELAND  SHRIGLEY 
Compiler  and  author  of  "Prayers 
for  Men  in  Service,"  "Wartime 
Prayers  for  Those  at  Home," 
"Prayers  for  Women  Who  Serve." 


A     NEW     FATHER'S     PRAYER 

3  HEAVENLY  FATHER,  I  thank  Thee  for  my 
Daby  son  (or  daughter)  and  pray  that  Thou  wilt 
)less  him  (her)  with  Thy  love  and  care.  May 
ie  (she)  grow  strong  in  body,  mind,  and  spirit. 
Help  me  to  do  my  part  to  make  a  better  world 
n  which  iail  children  may  enjoy  the  abundant 
jife  and  every  family  know  Thy  blessings  of 
jood  will  and  peace.  Through  Christ,  Thy  Son. 
^.men. 


FOR    FULL     MANHOOD 

)  HELP  ME,  DEAR  FATHER,  to  be  a  worthy 
;hristian  soldier  and  to  grow  up  into  the  fullness 
f  manhood  in  body  and  mind,  in  heart  and  soul, 
lay  I  control  my  appetites  and  keep  moderate 
1  pleasure  and  fit  for  my  work.  May  I  be 
umble  to  learn,  patient  to  think  things  through, 
nd  cautious  never  to  accept  prejudice  for  truth 
r  wishes  for  realities. 

May  I  strive  to  understand  my  comrades,  to 
ssume  my  responsibilities  in  common  tasks,  and 
:>  do  my  best  in  making  brotherhood  living  and 
irong  in  my  world.  May  I  worship  Thee  in 
ncerity  and  make  my  religion  real  by  doing 
ood,  by  dealing  justly,  and  by  giving  myself 
enerously  in  service  to  the  highest  standards  of 
<y  country  and  my  church.  Make  me,  dear 
ather,  a   man  of  Christlike  stature.     Amen. 


FOR    OUR    ENEMIES 

THOU  HAST  TAUGHT  US,  dear  God,  to  love 
jr  enemies  and  to  pray  for  them.  Give  us  Thy 
)irit  of  generosity  and  forgiveness  that  we  may 
3ar  no  hatred  in  our  hearts  against  our  foes, 
/en  as  Thou  dost  not  hate  us  when  we  are 
inorant  or  willful.  May  we  hate  only  evil  and 
'  n,  and  may  we  overwhelm  the  doers  of  evil 
ith  our  love  and  mercy. 

Turn  our  enemies  from  all  courses  of  oppres- 
on  and  destruction,  and  defeat  their  gains  in 
i  unrighteousness.  Keep  us  from  ail  vengeance 
id  retaliation.  Show  all  men  that  in  Thy  law 
■id    obedience   are    freedom    and    security,    and 


inspire  us  after  the  discipline  of  war  to  share 
our  good  things  with  them. 

So  may  our  foes  become  our  friends,  and  at 
last  we  shall  all  live  and  work  in  prosperity  and 
peace  under  Thee.     Amen. 

BLESS    OUR    CHAPLAINS 

D  HEAVENLY  FATHER,  we  remember  before 
Thee  our  chaplains  and  ask  Thy  blessings  upon 
them  in  their  many  ministries  for  others  and  for 
us.  We  thank  Thee  for  their  friendliness  and 
understanding,  their  patience  and  generosity, 
and  for  their  quiet  example  of  Christian  manli- 
ness. 

Above  all  we  are  grateful  to  Thee  and  to  them 
that  they  bring  Thy  Word  of  Life  to  us,  meditate 
Thy  strength  and  courage  to  us  for  our  daily 
tasks,  lift  up  our  hearts  to  things  eternal,  and 
bind  us  close  to  Thee  and  to  each  other  before 
the  altar  of  Thy  love.  Through  Christ,  cur 
Lord.     Amen. 

FOR    DISCIPLINE 

O  LORD,  GRANT  that  I  may  so  heartily  obey 
the  rules  and  disciplines  of  service  life  and  so 
diligently  profit  by  them  that  I  may  grow  up  in 
self-control,  restraint,  and  all  manly  qualities 
and  know  the  satisfaction  of  working  well  with 
others  and  the  joy  of  serving  for  the  common 
good.  Through  Him  who  was  obedient  to  the 
Father  in  all  things,  Christ,  our  Master.     Amen. 

AS    ONE     FAMILY 

O  ALMIGHTY  GOD,  we  thank  Thee  for  the 
inner  victories  of  our  hearts  and  the  outer  vic- 
tories of  our  hands  which  bring  us  closer  to  the 
day  when  the  rule  of  tyranny  and  evil  shall  be 
overcome.  We  pray  for  wisdom,  power,  and 
patience  that  we  may  dedicate  ourselves  and  our 
best  thought  and  effort  to  unite  ail  men  and 
nations  in  one  family  of  creative  brotherhood 
and  shared  abundance  under  Thee,  the  Father, 
Judge,  and  Ruler  of  us  all.     Amen. 
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»  Casual  (aboard  ship)  :  "Capt'n,  I'm  so 
sick  I  don't  know  what  to  do." 

Captain:  "Don't  worry,  soldier,  you'll 
know  when  the  time  comes !" 

»  P.X.  Salesman :  "Here's  a  card  with  a 
lovely  sentiment :  'To  the  onlv  girl  I  ever 
loved.' " 

Soldier :  "That's  swell !  Give  me  a 
dozen." 

»  A  couple  of  mosquitoes  swept  down  upon 
a  soldier  who  was  snoring  away  at  an  out- 
post. "Shall  we  eat  him  here,  or  take  him 
with  us?"  asked  the  smaller  of  the  two 
mosquitoes.  "Let's  eat  him  here,"  replied 
the  leader.  "If  w^e  take  him  back  to  the 
swamp,  the  big  ones  will  take  him  away 
from  us." 

»  Soldier  to  Librarian :  "Have  you  a  book 
entitled,  'Man,  the  Master  of  Women'?" 

Librarian  to  Soldier :  "Look  in  the  fiction 
department." 

)>  Mrs.  and  Miss  Berry,  wife  and  daughter 
of  an  influential  politician,  were  halted  by 
a  sentry  as  they  were  about  to  enter  a 
military  post. 

Sentry:  "Sorry,  but  you'll  have  to  go 
around  to  the  main  gate  and  ask  for  a 
pass." 

Mrs.  Berry:  "Young  man!  We're  the 
Berry's." 

Sentry :  "Lady,  I  don't  care  if  you're  the 
cat's  meow !  You  can't  pass  through  this 
gate  without  a  pass." 
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» Junior :  "Pappy,  what  does  this  paperj 
mean  by  'seasoned'  troops?" 

Pappy :  "Mustered  by  the  officers  anc| 
peppered  by  the  enemy!" 

» A  soldier,  after  placing  a  wreath  ofj 
flowers  on  a  cemetery  grave,  noticed  an; 
old  Chinaman  placing  a  bowl  of  rice  on  a 
near-by  grave,  and  asked :  "What  time  do 
you  expect  your  friend  to  come  up  and  eat 
the  rice?" 

The   old   Chinaman   smiled  and   replied 
"Same  time  your  flend  come  up  and  smell 
flowers." 

» A  squad  of  rookies  were  on  the  rifle 
range  for  the  first  time.  They  aimed  at 
150  yards  and  fired.  Not  a  hit.  They; 
moved  up  to  100  yards  and  fired.  Not  a| 
hit.     They  tried  at  60  yards.     Not  a  hit. 

"'Tenshun!"  the  sergeant  thundered,; 
"Fix  bayonets !  Charge !  It's  your  only; 
chance !" 

» The  doctor  was  visiting  Sambo's  wife 
to  deliver  her  twelfth  baby.  While  riding 
along  with  Sambo  he  saw  a  duck  on  thej 
road. 

Doctor:  "Whose  duck  is  that?" 
Sambo :   "That  ain't  no  duck.     That's  a| 
stork  with  his  legs  wore  off !" 
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THIS  is  not  the  story  of  a  hero.  No 
decorations  grace  CharHe's  chest — 
nothing  but  an  overseas  ribbon.  There  isn't 
even  a  "chevie"  mark  on  his  sleeve.  He's 
merely   an   ordinary,    run-of-the-mill   buck 

[; private,  faithful  but  undistinguished,  just 
one  of  the  eight  or  nine  million, 

Charlie  was  an  early,  pre-Pearl  Harbor 
draftee.     He  went  off,  reluctantly  but  obe- 

■|diently,  intent  on  putting  in  his  year  and 
getting  home  again.  But  shortly  after  that 
infamous  sneak  raid,  Charlie  got  shipped, 

2  on  a  moment's  notice,  out  of  the  country, 

*;to  a  spot  that  was  then  thought  to  be  in 
dire  peril  of  Jap  molestation. 
Then    followed    twenty    months    of    the 

I  hardest  thing  a  soldier  is  called  on  to  do: 
waiting  for  something  that  never  happens 
—just  waiting,  that's  all — drilling  and  prac- 
ticing— why  those  boys  could  throw  a 
pontoon  bridge  across  a  tropical  stream  so 
fast  that  even  if  you  saw  it  done  you'd  say 
/ou  didn't  believe  it ! 

I  said  that  Charlie  went  through  twenty 
nonths  of  this.  Well,  so  did  his  buddies ; 
hey  were  all  in  it  together.  But  Charlie 
tad  something  more  than  that  to  contend 
vith — loneliness.  Somehow  he  didn't  fit  in 
vith  the  general  run  of  recreation  indulged 
yy  the  other  boys.  Somehow  his  tastes 
vere  different. 

There's  no  sense  in  denying  that  Charlie 
vas  lonesome.  And  it's  perfectly  obvious 
hat  he  could  have  had  a  good  time  if  he'd 
vanted  to. 

[    I  sat  in  the  lounge  of  the  Red   Shield 

\  Club  with   him  recently,   during  his   fur- 


No   dashing   hero 

is   Charlie.     He's  jusi 

an  ordinary  guy.     But  he's 

got  what  America's  going  to  need! 

By  MAJOR  A.  ERNEST  AGMW 

lough — his  first  in  two  years.  He  told  me 
that  he  had  found  one  buddy,  one  fellow 
who  felt  as  he  did — but  they'd  moved  him 
away.  One  day  one  of  the  fellows  wanted 
to  go  to  town  to  look  up  a  watch  repair- 
man. Charlie  accepted  his  invitation  to  go 
along,  and  of  course  they  got  talking — as 
soldiers  will.  The  boy  had  some  of  the 
same  ideas  Charlie  had,  but,  "Well,  you 
know,"  he  admitted,  *T  haven't  had  much 
luck  living  up  to  them  here.  What  can  a  v 
fellow  do?  If  all  the  rest  take  in  the  night 
clubs  and  visit  the  taprooms — well,  you  can't 
just  go  off  by  yourself,  now,  can  you?" 

Charlie  admitted  that  he  not  only  could, 
but  did.  "Why,  outside  of  that  buddy  of 
mine,  you're  the  first  fellow  I've  gone  to 
town  with  in  all  these  twenty  months !" 

"Oh,  but  you're  probably  a  lone  guy 
anyway.  Me,  I've  always  run  with  the 
gang." 

"On  the  contrary,"  returned  Charlie, 
"I've  always  run  with  the  gang  too." 
Then  he  told  of  his  Boy  Scout  days,  and 
later  the  Youth  Club,  and  the  Salvation 
Army  band  he  played  with,  and  all  about 
the  trips  they  had  taken,  the  musical  en- 
gagements they'd  filled,  and  the  social 
functions    they   had   all    enjoyed   together. 
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"Don't  talk  to  me  about  liking  to  stay  by 
myself !"  he  added. 

I  asked  him  if  the  fellows  ribbed  him 
much  for  being  "different." 

"No,"  he  said,  "they  pretty  well  let  me 
alone." 

"But  did  any  of  them  ever  become  inter- 
ested or  curious  about  your  ways?" 

"Oh,  yes,"  he  admitted,  "sometimes  a 
fellow  would  get  to  asking  questions — 
mostly  about  how  I  got  that  way.  Often 
they'd  seem  quite  interested,  but  usually 
they'd  go  away  saying,  'Well,  it  sounds 
pretty  good,  but  it  isn't  for  me.'  " 

Then  he  looked  rather  thoughtful,  and 
went  on :  "You  know,  something  happened 
during  preliminary  training  in  the  States 
that  kind  of  made  me  watch  my  step.  It 
showed  how  much  the  fellows  are  watch- 
ing." Then  he  told  of  a  boy  that  had  let 
it  be  known  that  he  was  a  Christian,  and 
had  gained  general  acceptance  in  the  camp, 
but  just  once  he  slipped — pretty  seriously — 
and  it  was  just  too  bad  from  then  on.  How 
those  fellows  seemed  to  smack  their  lips 
over  the  fact  that  he  wasn't,  after  all,  any 
better  than  they  were !  How  quick  they 
were  to  take  comfort  in  the  fact  that  their 
less  honorable  actions  might  not  be  quite 


shameful  after  all,  if  a  "Christian"  like 
Smitty  could  fall  for  the  same  temptations 
they  were  giving  way  to ! 

"It  was  a  good  lesson  to  me,"  finished 
Charlie. 

No,  Charlie  is  no  hero.  He's  just  aft 
ordinary  soldier.  Just  a  right  guy  doing 
the  best  he  can,  plugging  along  in  the  way 
he  thinks  is  right,  obeying  orders,  keeping 
his  nose  clean,  and  deliberately  missing  a 
lot  of  good  times  for  the  sake  of  some? 
nameless  thing  that  he  can't  even  describe- 
in  vivid  and  glowing  terms. 

Did  I  say  "no  hero"?  Say,  Charlie's 
the  finest  kind  of  hero  to  his  folks  back 
home !  Charlie's  been  an  insipration  and 
a  source  of  encouragement  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  gang  that  has  followed  him  into 
the  service.  And  though  he  may  be  lonely, 
he  is  impressing  his  buddies  with  the  fact 
that  somehow  he's  happier  than  they  are. 
He's  the  kind  of  fellow  that  helps  put 
morale  into  the  army,  whether  any  of  his» 
superiors  recognize  it  or  not.  i 

He  represents  one  of  the  real,  died-in- 
the-wool  heroes  of  this  affair.  And  he's 
the  kind  of  fellow  this  country's  going  to 
need — need  desperately — after  this-  thing 
is  over. 


lie 


A  HUNDRED  OR  MORE 
SOLDIERS  IN  THE 
BRITISH  ARMY 

HAVH  EXPRESSED 
THEIR  WISH  TO  BECOME 

CLERGYMEN. 

SOME  ARE  ALREADV 
BEING  PREPARED 
FOR  THE  MINISTRY 
BY  THEIR 
CHAPLAINS. 
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GENTLEMEN 


In  eflect,  that  is  the  advice  given  here  by  the  heroic 
Defender  of  Malta  to  the  men  of  the  Canadian  Army 


By  LIEUT.  GEMRAL  W.  G.  S.  DOEhlE 


JT'AQNG  life  is  a  necessity  at  all  times, 
L  but  the  expression  has  a  peculiar  sig- 
ificance  in  wartime,  and  especially  to  the 
lembers  of  the  fighting  forces.  I  there- 
>re  venture  to  send  a  message  to  my  com- 
ides  of  the  services,  giving  my  experience 
■  this  problem  during  a  long  service  in  the 
-my,  in  hopes  that  it  may  be  a  help  to 
hers,  and  especially  to  those  who  are  at 
le  threshold  of  their  service  career. 
We  all,  in  our  weakness,  helplessness, 
id  foolishness,  need  someone  who  is  strong 
id  wise  and  who  will  help  us  and  guide  us 
the  varied  and  complex  problems  which 
ise.  ,  Some  of  us  seek  to  find  such  a  per- 
■n  in  some  earthly  friend  whom  we  greatly 
imire  and  love.  But  that  solution  is  at 
St  an  incomplete  one  because  the  best 
rthly  friends  cannot  give  us  the  strength 
2  need,  or  the  peace  for  which  we  long. 
I  thers  of  us  try  to  find  satisfaction  in  an 
sociation  with  some  organization.    There 


again  the  solution  is  incomplete,  since  an 
organization,  however  excellent,  lacks  the 
personal  touch  for  which  we  crave. 

The  only  real,  lasting,  and  entirely  satis- 
factory solution  I  know  of  is  to  be  found 
in  Christ,  and  it  is  He  whom  I  desire  to 
commend  to  you  with  all  the  earnestness  cf 
which  I  am  capable. 

I  came  to  know  Him— as  we  all  must 
get  to  know  Him — as  my  Saviour.  He 
showed  me  that  I  was  a  sinner,  and  as  such 
unable  to  stand  before  God.  This  knowl- 
edge became  a  heavy  burden  to  me  until 
He  further  showed  me  that  by  His  death 
He  had  paid  the  penalty  of  my  sins,  and 
therefore  I  might  go  free.  When  this 
dawned  upon  me  the  burden  disappeared, 
and  from  that  day  to  this  I  have  known  and 
rejoiced  in  the  fact  that  my  many  sins  have 
once  and  for  all  been  forgiven  and  for- 
gotten. 

Having  thus  accepted  Him  as  my  Sav- 

25 


26 


THE  LINK 


Volume  2 


iour,  I  then  accepted  Him  as  my  Lord — 
that  is  to  say,  I  placed  myself  under  His 
orders  and  offered  Him  my  service.  It 
was  the  least  I  could  do  in  view  of  what 
He  has  done  for  me ;  but  I  am  ashamed  to 
say  how  often  I  have  been  unfaithful  to 
Him  and  have  let  Him  down.  He  has, 
however,  been  consistently  faithful  to  me 
and  has  never  let  go  of  me. 

I  have  also  found  Him  to  be  a  wonderful 
companion,  who  is  with  me  at  all  times 
and  in  all  circumstances.  No  earthly 
friend  can  do  that,  but  He  can  and  does. 
He  also  is  a  wonderful  helper.  I  have  for 
many  years  made  it  a  practice  to  ask  His 
helo  in  all  my  problems,  great  and  small, 
professional  and  private.  The  help  He 
gives   is  very  real,  and  I   can  assure  you 


that  it  is  a  very  practical  and  real  thing 
to  seek  and  obtain  His  help  in  army  life. 

Remember,  He  is  almighty  and  all-wise, 
and  in  addition  He  loves  us  with  a  love 
which  proved  itself  at  Calvary.  What  a 
difference  He  must  make  to  our  present 
life  in  the  service — can  you  contemplate 
facing  life  without  Him?  I  could  not,  and 
I  hope  you  will  not.  Remember,  He  is 
anxious  to  come  into  your  life,  to  settle 
the  question  of  the  past,  to  be  v/ith  you  for 
the  present,  and  to  assure  for  you  the 
future. 

No  wonder  I  wish  to  commend  Him  to 
you,  since  for  many  years  He  has  been  and 
still  is  my  Saviour,  Lord,  Companion, 
Guide,  Helper,  and  Friend,  and  will  con- 
tinue so  for  all  eternity. 


-^     CRACKING   WISE     )i^- 


»The  people  who  always  say  just  what 
they  think  seem  mostly  to  have  mighty 
unpleasant  thoughts. 

» "The  Beatitudes  are  in  reality  B^atti- 
tudes,"  William  Lyon  Phelps  used  to  say. 
"They  are  attitudes  that  come  not  from 
doing  but  from  being." 

» "Ideals,"  said  Carl  Schurz,  "are  like 
the  stars — we  never  reach  them,  but  like 
the  mariners  on  the  sea  we  chart  our  course 
by  them." 

» It  was  G.  K.  Chesterton  who  used  to 
say  that  merely  having  an  open  mind  is 
nothing.  "The  object  of  opening  the  mind, 
as  of  opening  the  mouth,  is  to  shut  it  again 
on  something  solid." 

»  "It  is  not  miserable  to  be  blind,"  said 
John  Milton.  "It  is  miserable  to  be  in- 
capable of  enduring  blindness." 

»  The  test  of  good  manners  is  being  able 
to  put  up  pleasantly  with  bad  ones. 

»  Living  one's  faith  is  the  best  method  of 
defending  it- 


»  Most  people  are  akin  to  the  old  the- 
ologian who  said  that  he  was  entirely  open 
to  conviction,  but  would  like  to  see  any- 
body who  could  convince  him. 

»  Success  in  marriage  is  much  more  than 
finding  the  right  person:  it  is  a  matter  of 
being  the  right  person. 

»  Don't  be  the  kind  of  fellow  who  sows  his 
wild  oats  and  then  prays  for  a  crop  failure  I 

»  "Conceit  is  God's  gift  to  little  men,"  says 
Bruce  Barton. 

»  Mark  Twain  once  averred  that  he  was 
not  disturbed  by  what  he  did  not  under- 
stand in  the  Bible.  What  worried  him,  he 
said,  were  the  things  he  did  understand. 

»  "Power,"    said    Alfred    the    Great,    "is  i 
never  a  good  unless  he  be  good  that  has  it." 

»  "Much  that  passes  for  tolerance,"  says 
John  Morley,  "is  only  a  pretentious  form  j 
of  being  without  settled  opinions  of  your 
own." 

I 
»  The  great  use  of  life  is  to  spend  it  for  i 
something  that  will  outlast  it 


I 
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A  Word  from  the  Home  Front 

UH— UH!  Not  for  me!  I'm  get- 
ting out  of  here  as  fast  as  I  can. 
Back  to  the  islands  and  glad  to  be  gone!" 
His  brown  eyes  were  bitter,  his  young 
voice  sour,  his  disillusionment  a  real  and 
piteous  thing. 

"But  don't  you  see,"  I  countered  desper- 
ately, "we  cannot  know.  We're  too  far 
away  to  feel  the  nightmare  as  it  really  is. 
Here  we  are  thousands  of  miles  removed 
from  the  blood,  the  dropping  of  bombs  and 
the—" 

But  the  young-old  sailor  brushed  me 
aside.  "Then  you'd  be  better  off,"  he  said 
accusingly,  "if  the  bombs  did  fall!  At 
least  you'd  know  then  that  we're  at  war, 
would  can  all  the  sweetness  and  light,  and 
really  get  down  to  winning  the  thing !" 

That  did  it!     "Now  look,"  I  began,  "I 

can't  speak  for  the  whole  U.  S.  A.     But, 

believe  me,  there  are  hundreds  of  us  who 

;  are   definitely    not   complacent,    who    work 

early  and  late,  who  lie  awake  far  into  the 

night  anguishing  not  alone  for  our  loved 

\  ones  in  the  arctic,  the  jungle  and  on  the  sea, 

]  but  for  the  whole  world  catastrophe  that 

iias  crashed  down  upon  our  heads !" 

"'Anguish!'"  murmured  the  sailor  sar- 
castically, "what  can  you  at  home  know  of 
anguish?  Stop  the  strikes,  stop  the  waves 
of  stupid  optimism — Aw,  what's  the  earthly 
use?"  His  voice  was  a  quiet  moan.  "You 
back  here  simply  don't  know  what  it's  all 
about."  And,  with  a  forced  and  patroniz- 
ing smile,  he  limped  away. 

And   I   too  moaned.     For   it's   all   true. 


We  don't  understand.  Public  opinion  at 
home  seems  incapable  of  maintaining  the 
aggressive  emotional  pitch  demanded.  And 
for  the  thousandth  time  I  chided  myself : 
"It's  a  spiritual  entry  into  this  war  that's 
the  paramount  need.  We're  in  it  physically 
up  to  our  ears,  but  distance — with  lack  of 
imagination  and  native  American  optimism 
— combine  to  defeat  us  on  the  spiritual 
front." 

A  conversation  overheard  by  two  soldiers 
came  to  mind.  "What  gripes  me  most," 
one  had  growled  vehemently,  "is  that  de- 
fense workers  get  overtime  pay  and  zve 
certainly  don't !" 

To  which  the  other  replied :  "Of  course 
if  you  figure  pay  simply  in  terms  of 
mazuma,  I  agree.  But  if  you  do,  then 
everything  we're  battling  for  goes  under, 
along  with  Duty  and  Patriotism.  There's 
your  overtime  pay.  Bud !  The  soul-satis- 
faction that  3^ou  have  measured  up,  that 
your  personal  honor  and  the  honor  of  your 
country  is  intact.  In  other  words,  Pal,  that 
you're  not  a  mouse  but  a  man!" 

My  personal  abashment  regarding  our 
national  obtuseness  is  an  ache.  But  hear 
•with  us,  fighters!  We  love  you,  we  are 
deeply  grateful  to  you,  and  are  so  bursting 
proud  of  you  that  our  hats  won't  fit !  If 
you,  on  your  part,  will  but  try  to  under- 
stand the  reality  of  our  geographically 
isolated  angle,  we  on  our  part  will  tear 
down  that  obstructing  wall  with  our  bare 
hands !  We  shall  grow,  and  shall  "enter 
in,"  and  shall  gradually  uproot  the  evil, 
hampering  things.  God  helping  us,  tliat  we 
shall  do! — Mark  Crane 


■AUenil&n:  QoAtoonldtif 
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By  CHAPLAIN  JOSEPH  L  SCHULER 


TODAY  many  of  us  are  asking,  "Has 
Christianity  failed?"  More  and  more 
of  you  men  in  the  armed  forces  are  think- 
ing today,  as  you  face  the  hazards  of  com.- 
bat  action,  of  religion  in  terms  of  your  own 
spiritual  condition  and  your  own  personal 
relationship  to  God.  From  Attu  to  the 
South  Pacific,  from  Iceland  to  the  deserts 
of  Africa  this  stirring,  heart-searching 
query  is  being  voiced  by  soldier,  sailor  and 
Marine.  It  is  a  good  sign  that  now,  per- 
haps as  never  before  in  history,  the  great 
masses,  even  as  you  and  I,  are  restudying 
their  religion. 

Recently  I  was  privileged  to  visit  with 
a  chaplain  who  saw  service  with  the  task 
force  in  Attu.  Two  things,  he  said,  stand 
out  above  all  else  in  the  reaction  of  these 
soldiers  as  they  neared,  and  as  they  par- 
ticipated in,  that  campaign.  Foremost  was 
their  consciousness  of  their  own  dependence 
upon  God  as  they  left  behind  them  the  so- 
called  necessities  of  civilization,  and,  second- 
ly, their  action  in  greeting  their  chaplains 
as  they  visited  in  foxholes  and  front  lines. 

Two  stories  give  us  examples  of  this 
rethinking  and  reawakening  of  religious 
fervor.      One   of   these   is   the   story    of   a 
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captain,  a  man  who  was  an  avowed  atheist, 
who,  on  the  night  before  the  landing,  still 
steadfastly  held  to  his  disbelief  in  God. 
Three  or  four  days  after  the  attack,  the 
chaplain  walked  into  a  tent  where  this 
♦officer  was  working.  Grasping  both  shoul- 
ders of  the  chaplain,  and  shaking  him  with 
an  intensity  of  soul  that  reflected  itself  in 
his  eyes,  he  said :  "I  told  God  if  I  lived 
through  that  landing  I  would  never  doubt 
Him  again.  Oh,  I  know.  Chaplain,  it  was 
wrong  to  tempt  God,  but  I  did — and  here 
I  am  still  living  after  several  days  of  this. 
Never  again  will  I  doubt  God !" 

"I  Played  the  Whole  Time!" 

On  another  occasion  a  sergeant  who  had 
spent  eighteen  hours  in  a  foxhole,  where 
the  Japanese  machine  gunners  were  slowly 
eating  away  the  top  with  a  steady  stream 
of  fire,  was  asked  by  the  chaplain: 
"Serjeant,  what  did  you  do  during  those 
hours?" 

Without  a  moment's  hesitation,  he  re- 
plied, 'T  prayed  the  whole  time!" 

These  two  stories  are  but  illustrations  of 
the  thousands  of  men  who  are  making  like 
discoveries.     They  are  not  denominational- 
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ists.  I  doubt  if  either  of  the  men  mentioned 
above  could  have  told  you  of  their  prefer- 
ence as  to  churches  or  creeds.  Most  men 
do  not  even  know  to  M/hich  denomination 
their  chaplain  belongs.  They  all  worship 
and  take  communion  together.  They  were 
not  thinking  in  terms  of  this  or  that  faith. 
They  were  thinking  of  God  and  their  per- 
^onal  relationship  to  Him.  Religion  was 
lot  a  question  of  form  or  rite,  but  of  think- 
ng  and  living. 

And  I  think  it  might  be  truly  said  that 
■eligion  today  is  not  a  question  of  creed  or 
ienominational  acceptance.  It  is  a  matter 
)f  life  and  how  we  meet  the  test  of  the 
undamentals  of  right  and  wrong.  It  is  a 
question  of  soul  relationship  to  God,  and 
he  fellowship  of  human  mind  and  heart 
ivith  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  Divine. 

Doctors  oi  Soul-Sickness 

The   chaplain   is   the   counselor   of   men. 

ivlany  of  us  have  looked  upon  our  civilian 

ninisters    as    holy   men   with    a   particular 

,hurch  or  creed  to  build.     But  in  the  army 

'hat  attitude  toward  the  spiritual  shepherd 

lades  away.     The  chaplain  is  the  doctor  of 

eart-sickness  and  soul-sickness,  just  as  the 

hysician  and  surgeon  are  doctors  for  the 

/ounds  of  battle  and  disease.    To  the  chap- 

lin  you  come  freely  with  the  most  intimate 

roblems  of  your  lives.     He  is  your  friend, 

our  coifnselor  and  your  companion,  ready 

)  listen  to  your  troubles  and  help  you  solve 

!  lem.    To  him  there  are  neither  Protestant, 

•  atholic  nor  Jew.     He  is  your  "buddy"  on 

le  march,  your  friend  in  time  of  trouble 

nd  your  strength  in  time  of  need.     We  are 

■1  men  together  striving  to  reach  a  com- 


mon goal,  to  realize  a  common  victory. 
Why  has  it  taken  a  war  and  the  death  cf 
thousands  of  our  finest  yohng  men  to  bring 
this  awakening  of  religious  passion  ?  There 
can  be  but  one  answer.  For  two  thousand 
years,  the  leaders  of  organized  religion 
have  been  so  busy  in  building  this  church 
or  that,  in  promulgating  this  doctrine  and 
that  creed,  that  they  have  too  often  neg- 
lected the  weightier  matters  of  Christianity. 

Weighed  .  .  .  and  Found  Wanting 

No,  my  comrade-in-arms,  Christianity 
has  not  failed.  Christianity  has  not  been 
tried!  Often  narrow,  often  secular,  the 
kind  of  denominationalism  that  thinks  more 
of  its  creed  than  its  Christ  has  been  put  on 
trial ;  it  has  been  weighed  in  the  balances 
and  found  wanting.  Christianity,  as  the 
answer  to  the  eternal  questions  of  the  hu- 
man soul,  is  not  a  divided  Christianity  with 
a  narrow  secular  message.  It  is  as  big  as 
God  and  as  loving  as  the  Son  of  God. 

Faith  in  God,  the  power  of  prayer,  the 
presence  of  God,  the  saving  grace  of  the 
Man  of  Galilee — these  are  eternal  things, 
the  same  yesterday,  today  and  forever. 

To  us  in  the  service  these  glorious  hopes 
are  realities.  We  know,  even  as  Paul  knew 
when  he  said,  "I  know  whom  I  have  be- 
lieved"— the  God  of  faith  and  hope  and  love, 
a  God  who  does  not  see  His  Church  as  & 
creed  or  as  a  house  of  stone  merely,  but  as 
an  edifice  built  and  operating  in  the  hearts 
of  men. 

We  are  all  one  in  hope,  faith  and  works, 
that  the  Kingdom  of  God,  the  salvation  cf 
the  world,  may  come  on  earth  as  it  is  in 
Heaven.    For  that  we  fight! 


r^ATION  iood,  if  you  wilL  Ration  coffee.  Freeze  the  price  of  milk.  Put  a 
farmer  in  jail  tor  selling  the  hind  quarter  of  a  beef  killed  on  his  own  feed  lot. 
Do  anything  under  the  star-spangled  dome  of  heaven  to  win  this  war.  But  if  you 
touch  liquor,  you  are  just  a  wall-eyed,  crepe-hanging  fanatic. 

— William  Allen  White 


COLUMN        DF        COUNSEL 


I  have  been  reading  THE  LINK  and 
have  enjoyed  it  a  lot.  I  have  often 
wondered  if  dancing  is  wrong,  and 
since  I  have  been  in  ihe  East  I  have 
noticed  that  the  churches  put  on  dances 
too.  I  am  not  much  of  a  dancer,  but  I 
do  enjoy  old-time  dances.  J  have  been 
going  to  some  dances  and  find  they  are 
well-conducted.  I  come  from  the  Dakota 
plains  and  a  lot  of  the  fellows  call  me 
old-fashioned.  But  I  want  to  do  what  is 
right.  If  I  don't  dance,  it  is  harder  to 
meet  the  nice  people  in  a  strange  part 
of  the  country. — M.  J. 

^  Yours  is  a  refreshing  and  frank  letter. 
Keep  your  high  standards,  soldier,  and  you 
will  never  have  any  difficulty  meeting  ''the 
nice  people." 

Dancing  is  a  social  pastime  which  has 
often  suffered  from  bad  associations.  Most 
Christian  young  people  today  dance,  and 
for  many  splendid  young  men  and  women  it 
is  wholesome  amusement.  The  churches 
which  provide  dancing  reason  that  their 
youth  should  dance  under  the  best  possible 
circumstances  and  supervision.  They  say 
that  dancing  has  deteriorated  because  it 
has  been  too  long  under  the  wrong  super- 
vision. 

Certainly  it  Is  wrong  to  dance  where 
the  music,  the  drinking,  and  the  people  are 
aiming  the  dance  at  the  low^er  sexual  ap- 
petites.     Unfortunately    for    most    of    us, 
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that  is  too   often  the  only  kind  of  dance  1 1 
available. 

Should  yott  dance?  You  must  answer! 
that  for  yourself.  I  have  had  frank  young 
Christians  tell  me  that  for  them  dancing  is 
out  because  even  under  the  best  of  circum- 
stances dancing  provokes  desires  that  con- 
flict with  their  best  selves.  On  the  other 
hand,  many  equally  fine  young  Christians 
are  just  as  positive  in  saying  that  for  them 
there  is  no  harm  in  dancing. 

Here  is  another  place  where  you  must 
apply  the  principle  that  has  before  been 
proposed  in  this  column :  "What  would 
Jesus  have  me  do?"  Guided  by  that  prin- 
ciple, I  have  every  confidence  that  you  will 
work  this  out  for  yourself. 


f9^«4    Sold  OH    "WlA^MH^    TfoiOif 

For  several  years  before  leaving 
home  I  was  a  regular  contributor  to  the 
work  of  my  church  but  I  didn't  give 
anything  to  missions.  Now  that  I  am 
out  here  where  I  see  the  practical  as 
vrell  as  the  spiritual  effects  of  foreign 
missions,  I  want  to  help.  Although  I 
have  very  little  to  give  I  want  to  give 
something.  What  do  you  suggest? — 
L.  S.  J. 

^  Fine !  Why  not  do  It  two  ways  ?  I 
suggest  that  you  help  right  where  you  are, 
if  that  is  possible.  Do  try  to  give  to  the 
nearest  mission  directly  so  that  j^ou  may 
see  some  of  the  results  first-hand. 

But  if  I  were  you  I  would  also  send  some 
gift,  however  small,  back  to  your  home 
church  for  the  benevolence  budget.  Not 
only  the  size  of  the  gift,  but  chiefly  your 
witness  to  the  actual  power  of  missions, 
will  stimulate  giving  in  your  home  church.| 
So  many  of  our  church  people  need  to  be 
wakened  to  the  actual  power  of  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  on  the  mission  field.  A 
letter  from  you  would  help. 
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Our    outfit   is   small   and    -without    a 
■    chaplain.      Some    of    the   fellows   have 
asked  me  to  organize  and  lead  a  serv- 
ice  each   Sunday.     This  I  have   done, 
and  it  works  out  pretty  well,  but  I  am 
running  out  of  fresh  ideas.     We  need 
something  that  will  lift  us  up  and  so  far 
'      it  has  had  to  be  formed  out  of  very 
I       little.     All   I   have  had   to    work   with 
were  my  Testament  and  a  copy  of  THE 
,      LINK.    What  do  you  suggest?— G.  P.  T. 

I 
4  You  deserve  credit  and  all  the  help  we 
can  give   you.      I   hope  that   by   this   time 
,  you   have    received   other    copies    of    The 
Link. 

There   are   several   suggestions.     If  you 
write  the  Chief  of   Chaplains  and  explain 
your    problem    I    am    sure    that    his    office 
would  send  j^ou  a  supply  of  "Hymns  From 
Home"  leaflets  to  help  with  your  singing. 
Then,  the  next  time  you  see  a  chaplain, 
>  get  from  him  a  copy  of  either  the  large  or 
small    government   hymnal.      In   these   are 
i  suggested  orders  of  service,  calls  to  wor- 
j  ship,     responsive     readings,     prayers     and 
i  hymns  which  you  may  use  or  reproduce  by 
mimeograph  for  your  services, 
i      I  would  also  make  some  of  the  men  re- 
sponsible   for    the    various    parts    of    the 
I  service.     Try  letting  one  of  them  give  the 
;  "sermon"    or    lead    the    discussion,    offer 
prayer,  etc.     The  more  of  your  group  you 
have  participating,  the  better  response  you 
will  have. 

Perhaps  you  have  already  discovered  that 

the  worship  service  need  not  be  overly  long 

(  and  involved  to  be  effective.     A  period  of 

i  prayer,   silent  or  spoken  or  both ;    a   song 

service  if  you  have  the  proper  leadership ; 

an  instrumental  number   by  a   member   of 

the   group,   if   available;   a   brief   thought- 

-,  starting    talk    by    the    leader    or    someone 

chosen  by  him,  and  a  quiet  period  of  dedi- 


When  submitting  questions,  please 
include  full  name  and  address.  You 
will  receive  an  answer  either  herein 
or  fey  private  mail.  In  all  cases, 
only  initials  of  writers  will  be  used 
here.  Complete  anonymity  will  be 
preserved   for   those   who   request   it. 


cation  at  the  close  of  the  service — and  there 
it  is. 

Be  careful  about  the  selection  of  the 
place  of  worship  and  the  appointments  for 
making  it  worshipful.  Let  all  be  done 
simply  but  not  unattractively.  If  outdoors, 
be  sure  that  the  group  is  close  together  and 
faced  toward  the  most  worshipful  spot 
available;  if  indoors,  see  that  the  walls 
toward  which  the  men  face  are  as  attrac- 
tive as  possible. 

One  final  suggestion :  get  yourself  a  com- 
mittee, three  to  five  men,  who  will  meet 
regularly  with  you  for  prayerful  planning 
of  the  services.  And  every  chaplain  would 
join  me  in  saying,  *'God  bless  you,  and 
keep  it  up !" 

€|  In  regard  to  W.  J.  K.'s  wondering  if  he 
has  the  stuff  that,  makes  a  good  minister, 
I  have  listed  below  a  few  ideas  of  what  a 
good  minister  should  possess  to  be  a  suc- 
cess. (1)  He  should  be  thoughtful  and 
considerate  of  his  fellowman.  (2)  He  must 
be  able  to  console  the  sick  and  afflicted. 
(3)  He  must  be  able  to  realize  that,  re- 
garding "little  children,"  "of  such  is  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven."  (4)  He  must  be 
willing  to  lend  a  helping  hand  or  w^ord  to 
those  in  need,  and  (5)  he  must  have  a  good 
working  knowledge  of  philosophy  and  psy- 
chology. 

If  he  has  one  or  two  or  three  of  these, 
and  uses  them,  there  is  no  reason  he  should 
not  be  a  successful  minister. — Johnson  E. 
Turner,  Dcming,  N.  M. 


The  above  chapel,  de- 
signed and  built^  by 
Marines  of  an  aviation 
unit  on  an  island  in  the 
Pacific,  illustrates  the 
ingenuity  of  men  moved 
with  desire  to  worship. 
The  padre  attached  to 
the  unit  is  Chaplain 
Adrian  Dwyer. 

A  group  of  SPARS, 
shown  at  the  left,  attend 
services  at  St.  Stephen's 
Episcopal  Church,  Phila- 
delphia. At  the  pulpit 
is    Chaplain   M.    Lewis. 


Planning  a  campaign  for 
War  Bond  sales  at  Ft. 
Knox,  Ky.,  are  these 
AFRTC  chaplains  and 
their  assistants.  Seated 
at  the  desk  are  Pvt. 
Ronald  L.  Reed,  Chap- 
lain Paul  Maurer,  Chap- 
lain       John        Feckter. 


Pfc.  Benn  Letvis,  called 
by  his  pals  "The  Rem- 
brandt of  the  U.  S. 
Army,"  shown  with  his 
painting,  "In  Defense 
of  Man."  This  talented 
GI  is  a  chaplain's  as- 
sistant at  Fort  Myer, 
Va.,  and  has  won  dis- 
tinction with  other  reli- 
gious paintings  as  well. 


t  was  a  happy  coinci- 
ence  that  brought  the 
hairman  and  the  vice- 
chairman  of  the  S.M. 
\.L.  together  while  both 
ere  on  separate  tours 
f  the  fighting  fronts. 
\he  meeting  occurred  in 
'ndia.  In  ^  the  photo 
\'jove.  Chairman  Wm. 
I,  Pugh  is  addressing 
chaplains'  meeting  at 
i  hospital  chapel.  Vice- 
nairman  _  Daniel  A. 
\oling,  with  the  arm- 
md  denoting  his  status 
r  war  correspondent, 
in    the    foreground. 


(Above)  An  attractive 
chapel  built  by  Seabees 
in  the  S.  Pacific. 

Mayor  LaGuardia,  breafs- 
fasting  with  service  tnett 
at  Central  Presbyterian 
Church,  N.  Y.,  views  the 
painting  being  presented 
by  Carl  V.  Herron  to  Dr. 
Theodore  Speers,  pastor. 


Being  baptized  in  an 
island  river  in  the  South 
Pacific  is  Sgt.  Evan 
Berry,  Marine  para- 
chutist. Converted  whilef 
in  the  service.  Berry 
has  already  joined  a 
Disciples  of  Christ 
church  at  home,  his  wife 
acting   as    his    "proxy."- 


(LEFT)  One  of  the  largest  and  most  active  cf 
League  units  abroad  is  that  sponsored  by  Chap- 
lain Frank  L.  Titus  at  a  Central  Pacific  base. 
In  this  photo  are  shown  a  number  of  members^  of 
the  unit  receiving  Holy  Communion  at  the  hands 
of  Chaplain  Titus.  On  the  same  day  a  huge  serv- 
ice of  installation  of  Service  Men's  Christian 
League  membtrs  was  conducted  at  this  far  outpost. 


NEWS  AND  VIEWS 
OF  THE  LEAGUE 
THE  WORLD  OVER 


By  IVAN  M.  GOULD  General  Secretary 


EVERY  month,  as  we  read  hundreds 
of  letters  from  chaplains,  we  are 
aware  of  the  great  debt  owed  to  you  "Sol- 
diers of  God"  by  the  American  churches. 
You  are  out  where  the  new  world,  in  the 
minds  of  millions  of  men,  is  being  created. 
In  your  hands  is  the  power  to  interpret 
that  new  w^orld  in  Christian  terms. 
Through  you  the  "returning  generation" 
may  be  devoted  followers  of  Christ,  and 
their  presence  back  home  may  awaken  our 
church  membership  to  the  realization  that 
a  Christian  world  will  not  come  by  pious 
phrases  but  by  honest-to-goodness  Chris- 
tian living. 

But  there  is  one  aspect  of  this  post-war 
world  that  is  the  immediate  responsibility 
of  the  members  of  the  S.M.C.L.,  both  chap- 
lains and  service  men.  That  is:  "What 
kind  of  Church  should  we  have  in  the  post- 
war world  t"  The  members  of  the  League 
units,  from  the  Solomons  around  the  world, 
represent    a-  cross-section    of    all    of    the 
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Protestant  churches  of  America.  No  other 
organization  is  so  representative.  That  is 
why  we  say  that  this  is  a  special  responsi- 
bility for  the  S.M.C.L. 

The  month  of  March  will  be  the  Lenten 
period.  Churches  in  America  will  conduct 
special  services.  Probably  those  of  you 
on  the  high  seas  or  in  distant  lands  will 
prepare  in  an  unusual  way  for  the  Easter 
season.  But  the  League  would  like  to 
suggest  that  chaplains  everywhere  take  this 
Lenten  season  to  consider,  with  their  men, 
"The  Post-War  Church."  Those  chap- 
lains conducting  units  may  hold  these  dis- 
cussions in  addition  or  in  place  of  some  of 
the  Topic  Talks.  At  least  keep  a  record 
of  your  discussion  and  send  it  to  us  at  the 
League  headquarters.  We  will  make  a 
compilation  and  print  it  in  an  early  issue 
of  The  Link. 

As  guidance  for  your  discussion,  here  are 
a  few  questions : 

(1)  Do  you  think  the  church  needs  to 
change  its  program  in  the  post-war  world? 

(2)  Many  men  and  women  now  attend- 
ing services  in  the  army  and  navy  never 
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attended  church  in  civilian  life.  What  can 
the  Church  do  to  reach  people  like  that  after 
the  war? 

(3)  How  can  the  church  prepare  itself 
to  receive  the  members  of  the  armed  forces 
after  they  are  demobilized? 

(4)  What  should  happen  to  the  S.M.C.L. 
in  the  post-war  period? 

(5)  At  one  time  the  Church  was  central 
in  community  life.  It  has  now  lost  that 
position.  Should  it  regain  that  position? 
Why?  (This  is  a  good  question  for  debate 
on  a  forum  program.) 

(6)  Describe  the  kind  of  Church  to  which 
you  would  like  to  belong. 

(^A  jew  weeks  ago  zve  heard  of  a  unique 
program  carried  on  at  the  Walter  Reed 
General  Hospital  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
We  coidd  not  zmtness  the  program  person- 
ally so  we  asked  Chaplain  George  L. 
Cutton,  who  is  the  genius  behind  it,  to  tell 
lis  about  it  in  his  own  words.) 

"A  chaplain  has  many  and  varied  duties 
— he  must  be  'all  things  to  all  men  that  he 
may  win  some.'  He  can  also  create  extra 
duties  for  himself  beyond  the  usual  routine 
of  services,  visits  and  interviews.  Indeed, 
if  he  is  to  do  his  full  duty  as  a  Christian 
clergyman,  he  will  initiate  new  and  extra 
programs. 

"I  want  to  describe  one  of  these  that  fell 
to  my  lot  as  chaplain  in  the  convalescent 
section  of  an  army  hospital.  It  began  with 
a  flood  of  'gripes'  from  tv^^o  of  the  wards 
very  shortly  after  I  came  on  the  post  in 
March,  1943.  I  said,  'Hold  on,  boys,  call 
all  the  men  together  right  after  chow,'  for 
I  thought  it  better  to  hear  the  men  as  a 
group  rather  than  as  individuals.  Well, 
we  met,  and  they  'told  the  chaplain' !  We 
continued  to  meet  every  other  day  until  the 
conditions  of  which  they  complained  were 
corrected. 

"That  started  a  series  of  forum  discus- 


sions on  soldier  problems  and  current 
events  that  has  now  continued  for  thirty- 
seven  consecutive  weeks,  meeting  four  times 
a  week  and  from  one  to  three  hours  a  ses- 
sion. After  a  time,  chairmen  and  vice- 
chairmen  were  selected  by  the  enlisted  men  I 
patients  so  that  now,  even  when  I  am  ab- 
sent on  leave,  the  meetings  go  on. 

"The  first  of  these  chairmen,  Pvt. 
Frederic  Berest,  suggested  the  name  'Sol- 
dier Citizen.'  The  idea  is  to  prepare  sol- 
diers to  be  more  intelligent  and  capable  . 
citizens,  to  take  responsibilities  now  and  ^ 
after  the  war  in  building  the  kind  of  world 
and  community  life  that  ought  to  be.  The 
meetings  are  voluntarily  attended  by  an 
average  of  25  to  30  enlisted  men  and 
officers. 

"The  sessions  are  completely  non-sec- 
tarian, non-partisan,  and  unprejudiced.  In 
a  rapidly  changing  personnel  of  patients, 
we  have  had  a  succession  of  chairmen  in- 
cluding Jews,  Protestants,  Catholics,  and 
one  Mohammedan.  The  present  chairman 
is  Cpl.  Walter  Brooks.  The  Catholic 
chaplain,  Father  Barrett,  has  helped  out 
on  several  occasions. 

"The  topics  of  discussion  have  covered 
a  wide  range  of  subjects,  mostly  suggested 
by  the  men  themselves.  We  have  discussed 
such  soldier  problems  as  passes  and  fur- 
loughs ;  classification ;  off-duty  relations  of 
officers  and  enlisted  men;  what  to  do  with 
your  spare  time ;  which  make  the  best  sol- 
diers, married  or  single  men  (a  debate)  ; 
relations  of  soldiers  and  civilians. 

"We  have  covered  quite  a  course  in  mar- 
riage and  home  problems.  We  have  talked 
about  questions  of  insurance,  jobs,  juvenile 
delinquency,  strikes,  and  veteran  organiza- 
tions. We  have  traveled  in  imagination 
with  officers,  enlisted  men  and  distinguished 
visitors  on  various  battlefronts  and  in  coun- 
tries like  Brazil,  Mexico,  Australia,  and 
Canada. 

"We     have     discussed     Willkie's      One 
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World,  Lippmann's  Shield  of  the  Republic 
and  Quincy  Wright's  A  Study  of  War. 
We  have  considered  very  definitely  the  sub- 
ject of  peace  and  how  to  avoid  World  War 
III.  We  have  heard  representatives  of  the 
embassies  of  Canada,  Australia,  Great 
Britain,  Mexico  and  China. 

"Representatives  of  governments  in  exile 
— like  Czechoslovakia,  Greece  and  the  Phil- 
ippine Islands — have  been  our  guest  speak- 
ers. Sports  writers  and  news  commenta- 
tors have  addressed  us. 

"We  have  used  talent  in  our  midst — such 
as  a  repatriated  prisoner  of  war  in  Ger- 
many, an  old  army  sergeant  who  had  seen 
years  of  service  in  China  and  the  Philip- 
pines, veterans  of  the  African  campaign, 
a  WAC  sergeant,  a  captain  who  had  vis- 
ited almost  every  country  in  the  world,  a 
lawyer  (major)  now  with  the  tank  corps, 
a  chaplain  who  had  been  stationed  in 
Greenland,  and  a  doctor  (lieutenant-col- 
onel) who  interested  us  in  socialized  medi- 
cine. 

"Our  method  is  a  combination  of  the 
forum  and  open  discussion.  No  speaker 
takes  all  the  time.  The  men  ask  questions 
and  give  free  expression  to  their  views. 
Everyone  understands  that  we  are  not 
arguing  or  debating  any  subject,  but  rather 
are  engaged  in  group  thinking  where  each 
one  is  encouraged  to  express  his  views  no 
matter  how  contrary  they  might  be  to  the 
general  opinion.  For  example,  in  one 
meeting  the  viewpoint  ranged  from  a  par- 
tial defense  of  Germany  to  a  declaration 
of  annihilation  of  all  Nazis.  The  chaplain 
or  the  chairman  of  the  meeting  usually 
closes  the  session,  with  a  summary  of  the 
discussion  and  an  appeal  for  Soldier- 
Citizen  service. 

"Nothing  in  my  experience  in  civilian 
life  has  been  so  rich  and  rewarding.  Men 
have  freely  testified  that  the  Soldier-Citizen 
at  Walter  Reed  Hospital  has  changed  their 


A  confirmed  and  habitual  reader  of  our 
magazine  is  WAC  Sylvia  Compton  of  Texico, 
N.  M.  The  above  photo  was  taken  by 
an  alert  Signal  Corps  photographer  at 
the    WAC    Training   Center,    Ft.    Oglethorpe 


whole  outlook  on  life,  that  it  was  the 
brightest  spot  in  their  army  experience,  and 
that  they  had  definitely  committed  them- 
selves to  peace-making  after  the  war  and 
the  development  of  goodwill  now  among 
their  comrades  and  allies,  and  later  among 
all  men." 

All  of  us  who  have  any  connection  with 
the  army  or  navy  are  aware  that  men  in 
the  services  are  constantly  on  the  move. 
Some  chaplains,  of  course,  are  more  on  the 
move  than  others.  For  instance,  last 
month  we  reported  that  Chaplain  James 
D.  Taylor  had  a  congregation  scattered 
over  500  miles,  and  he  reaches  them  by 
jeep,  carryall,  or  diesel  truck.  Up  in  the 
North  country  there  is  another  chaplain 
whose  travel  record  tops  Chaplain  Taylor's. 
Here  is  a  report  from  Chaplain  William 
J,  Brown: 

"I   have  just   returned  from  a  complete 
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Re:  Change  of  Address 

If  you  are  receiving  this  magazine  on 
order  for  distribution  among  service  men, 
please  notify  us  at  once  of  any  CHANGE 
OF  ADDRESS  affecting  you.  Also  please 
advise  at  the  same  time  whether  you 
wish  us  to  forward  to  your  new  address 
the  same  number  of  copies  you  now  re- 
ceive. Such  action  will  save  both  the 
League  and  the  postal  authorities  need- 
less confusion  and  expense.     Thank  you! 


round-trip  on  which  I  have  spoken  about 
the  League  to  the  men  attending  services. 
We  have  talked  it  over  carefully,  and  in 
j  every  one  of  the  ten  stations  which  I  con- 
'  tact  regularly  we  have  made  plans  to  or- 
I  ganize  a  unit  of  the  Service  Men's  Chris- 
1  tian  League. 

"My  round-trip  covers  a  stretch  of  2,000 
i  miles    in    a    virtual    northern    wilderness. 
I  With  the  exception  of  two  stations,  all  of 
the  camps  are  far  removed  from  even  the 
pretenses   of  civilization.     In  my   absence, 
the  men  themselves  will  have  to  carry  on 
|i  much  of  the  work  of  the  League,  and  they 
,  are  ready  and  willing  to  do  it.    I  am  doing 
j  my  utmost  to  contact  every  station  twice  a 
month  and  at  the   same  time   serve   occa- 
sionally,  as   I  am  able,  others   which  lack 
any  other  chaplain's  services." 

Frequently  we  receive  requests  from 
chaplains   and   service  men   for  a  descrip- 

,  tion  of  the  League  which  they  can  use  to 
interest  new  men  in  the  S.M.C.L.  Chap- 
lain Frederick  B.  Crane  and  Chaplain 
George  Stob  of  the  71st  Infantry  Regiment, 
Fort  Lewis,  Washington,  have  written  one 

!  of  the  best  condensed  statements  we  have 

j  seen  about  the  League  and  its  purpose  and 

\  program. 

They  have  organized  units  in  each  com- 
pany of  the  regiment  with  an.  average  mem- 
bership of  20.    They  started  out  by  holding 


song  services  in  the  chapel  on  Wednesday 
nights  and  had  the  presidents  of  the  units 
give  brief  talks. 

Here  is  the  statement  about  the  S.M.C.L. 
as  quoted  from  their  chapel  bulletin : 

"The  Service  Men's  Christian  League" 

"Your  co-operation  is  invited  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Service  Men's  Christian 
League  (SMCL).  We  shall  attempt  to 
effect  the  organization  of  the  League  in 
each  Company. 

"Its  Purpose  is  to  provide  Christian  fel- 
lowship, develop  and  fortify  spiritual  life, 
and  give  opportunity  and  inspiration  for 
aggressive  Christian  witness. 

"Us  Program  consists  of  devotional  serv- 
ices, discussion  and  study  groups,  socials 
and  special  events. 

"Its  Membership  is  open  to  all  interested 
and  will  include  active  and  associate  mem- 
bers. 

"Its  Officers  will  include  a  chaplain,  or 
counsellor,  and  a  chairman  or  executive 
officer  elected  by  the  members  of  the 
League." 


Sometime  ago  we  acknowledged  our 
debt  to  chaplains  and  service  men  for 
sending  contributions  to  us  which  would 
make  possible  the  printing  of  more  copies 
of  The  Link.  We  do  not  expect  to  use 
this  column  to  speak  about  monej^  matters, 
but  Chaplain  Leonard  W.  Cox,  now  in  the 
South  Pacific  area,  tells  us  a  story  we 
want  to  repeat.  It  concerns  Pfc.  Samuel 
Butler,  who  is  a  boxer — and  a  good  one, 
good  enough  to  receive  $5  for  taking  part 
in  a  boxing  tournament.  What  did  he  do 
with  the  money  ?  Right,  you  guessed  it ! 
He  sent  it  to  the  League  to  express  his 
appreciation  for  The  Link.  Many  thanks, 
Pfc.  Samuel  Butler.  We  appreciate  your 
thoughtfulness. 
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7<&  S.'7H.(^.sd.  in  /tec^t^uUia, 

Corporal  Howard  Benson,  the  secre- 
tary of  an  S.M.C.L.  unit  in  Austfalia, 
sends  in  a  glowing  report  of  the  League's 
work  ''down  under."  This  group,  had  been 
organized  just  a  few  weeks  when  we  heard 
from  Corporal  Benson.     He  says : 

"Chaplain  Kenneth  R.  Strom  of  the 
15th  A.D.G.  and  Chaplain  Hellmuth 
Reinke  of  the  12th  A.D.G.,  alternate  with 
League  members  in  leading  the  discussion. 
Our  chaplains  have  led  us  in  discussions  on 
Romans,  a  study  of  which  we  have  found 
to  be  anything  but  a  dry  one.  The  discus- 
sions led  by  the  men  in  the  group  have 
been  on  topics  chosen  for  their  importance 
in  relation  to  the  Church.  Some  topics 
have  been  'After  the  War,  What  Then? 
and  'The  Church  in  the  Post- War  World.' 
The  discussions  have  been  very  much  alive 


and  proved  most  interesting  and  helpful. 
We  are  expecting  an  increased  attendance 
and  an  ever-alive  interest  in  the  building 
of  the  League. 

"League  members  here  are  constantly 
watching  for  ways  in  which  they  can  be  of 
assistance  to  the  religious  work  here  at 
this  post  and  also  in  extending  the  World 
Gospel.  A  special  project  recently  spon- 
sored by  our  S.M.C.L.  was  the  observance 
on  November  7th  of  'Men  and  Missions 
Sunday.'  A  committee  was  chosen  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  collecting  and  mail- 
ing of  offerings  received.  The  offerings 
totaled  $212.68.  We  do  not  contend  that 
the  offerings  were  of  prime  importance. 
However,  we  feel  that  in  the  spirit  of  the 
givers  lies  the  importance  of  the  program. 

'Tn  this  way  these  soldiers  have  ex- 
pressed their  desire  to  see  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  preached  to  all  men,  including  those 


'^ett&t  ai  t^  THoHt^" 


^'Somewhere  in  Australia** 

/  WISH  to  express  to  you  In  a  small  way  the  appreciation  of  both  officers  and 
men  of  this  regiment  for  THE  LINK  .copies  received  in  the  battle-line  in  New 
Guinea. 

This  regiment  holds  the  record  of  a  single  unit  for  the  longest  period  of  con- 
tinual combat  with  the  enemy  thus  far  in  the  war — seventy-six  days  of  fighting 
without  a  break,  beginning  at  Mission  Bay  and  ending  in  the  fall  of  Salaumau  on 
September  12.  During  that  time  we  saw  the  hand  of  Cod  revealed  as  never 
before.  Over  127  men  accepted  Christ  as  their  Saviour — many  of  whom  are  with 
Him  now. 

The  May  and  June  issues  of  THE  LINK  reached  us  just  after  the  fall  of  Mt. 
Tambau  and  just  before  our  assault  on  Salaumau.  Many  men  had  received  no 
mail  for  some  time,  and  they  read  Miss  Nicholls'  article,  "The  Girls  You  Left 
Behind,"  Morale  was  notably  improved.  Today  THE  LINK  is  widely  read  and 
passed  on  from  man  to  man, 

I  have  made  it  mandatory  (with  the  C.O.'s  approval)  that  every  man  con- 
templating marriage  read  the  article  "On  My  Honor"  (by  Chaplain  Corpening) 
which  appears  in  the  September  issue.  It  is  showing  results  in  changing  the  at- 
titude of  some  of  these  men, 

God  bless  you  and  your  work.  With  God's  help,  we'll  have  a  S.M.C.L.  chapter 
here  before  long! 

— CHAPLAIN  JOHN  B.  YOUNGS 
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who  are  now  our  enemies,  everywhere. 
We  fully  believe  that  true  victory  will 
come  only  when  we  have  been  able  to  lead 
people,  and  thus  nations,  to  Christ  and  to 
the  Christian  Way." 

Some  men  will  come  out  of  this  war 
tested  literally  "as  by  fire."  Men  stranded 
on  life  rafts,  men  isolated  on  lonely  is- 
lands, men  crouching  in  foxholes  under 
the  hail  of  bullets — these  are  going  through 
the  testing  experiences  of  this  war. 

We  recently  have  received  communica- 
tions which  indicate  that  at  least  two  units 
of  the  League  have  grown  out  of  just  such 
experiences.  One  letter  is  used  as  the 
"letter  of  the  month"  on  page  38.  One 
other  is  but  a  short  note  from  Chaplain 
Robert  A.  Uphoflf.    He  writes  : 

"During  the  fighting  on  New  Georgia, 
Solomon  Islands,  the  S.M.C.L.  was  initi- 
ated. We  organized  at  Errogai  Point 
while  waiting  for  the  attack  on  Bairoko 
to  develop.  The  organization  came  out  of 
the  combat  experience." 

Blest  be  the  tie  that  can  bind  those  of 
us  at  home  with  men  out  there  facing 
death ! 

(See  photo  with  "Communique"  heading,  page  34) 

This  month  we  list  on  our  honor  roll 
Chaplain  Frank  L.  Titus  and  the  men  of 

the  27th  Infantry  Division  in  the  Central 
Pacific.  Chaplain  Titus  has  been  a  friend 
of  the  League  from  the  beginning.  A  re- 
cent letter  from  him  says : 

"I  am  happy  to  state  that  individual 
Christian  League  units  are  being  organ- 
ized in  this  Division  and  are  beginning  to 
function  very  well.  In  the  Division  Head- 
quarters troops,  the  officers  of  the  Christian 
League  units  constitute  a  non-official  'offi- 


cial board.'  So  far  their  activities  have  con- 
sisted in  organizing  a  choir,  a  weekly 
Bible  class  with  an  average  attendance  of 
fifty,  and  working  to  build  up  the  usual 
worship  services  of  our  units. 

"There  are  six  Christian  League  units 
which  are  now  working  together  in  this 
Division.  The  vice-president  of  each 
League  unit  is  in  charge  of  the  literature, 
and  they  are  diligently  distributing  New 
Testaments   and  tracts. 

"As  a  result  of  Christian  League  activi- 
ties, six  men  have  been  received  into  church 
membership  and  their  names  sent  to  their 
local  pastors.  These  men  represent  five 
denominations,  so  our  work  is  truly  that 
of  the  whole  church  of  Christ. 

"On  October  3,  1943,  four  hundred  and 
fifty  men  were  present  for  a  Communion 
service  sponsored  by  the  League.  On  that 
day  I  installed  the  officers  of  the  various 
League  units." 

In  a  number  of  camps,  ministers  a;| 
brought  in  by  the  chaplain  to  hold  a  series 
of  meetings.  The  usual  procedure  is  that 
the  visiting  minister  preaches  every  eve- 
ning. When  the  S.M.C.L.  has  not  been 
organized,  a  mission  often  serves  as  a 
good  "kick-off"  for  the  formation  of  a 
League  unit.  In  such  cases  the  mission's 
w^ork  does  not  end  with  the  last  meeting 
but  continues  in  the  life  and  through  the 
activities  of  the  S.M.C.L. 

However,  when  the  League  Is  already  in 
operation  at  a  camp,  one  of  its  activities 
can  be  to  sponsor  such  a  preaching  mission. 
The  headquarters  in  Philadelphia  will  be 
glad     to     help     units     arrange     missions. 

Chaplain  A.  J.  Hyatt  writes  about  the 
League  at  Fort  Sill,  Okla. :  "We  are  now 
in  the  midst  of  a  preaching  mission.     Our 
S.M.C.L.    sponsored    the    first    night    and     j 
furnished  a  good  part  of  the  attendance." 


Additional  evidence  that  our 
iighteTS  know  their  wot  aims 


By  Pvt.  Harry  Martin^  Jr. 

Camp  Sibert,  Alabama 

FROM  the  beginning  there  have  been 
those  men  who,  prompted  by  greed, 
hate  and  the  desire  for  power,  have  sought 
to  enslave  their  fellowmen.  And  likewise 
from  the  beginning  have  there  been  men — 
httle  men,  plain,  everyday  men — who, 
feeling  the  bitter,  burning  v/rongs  of  their 
oppressors,  have  risen  up  against  these  op- 
pressors. And  it  is  worth  noting  in  every 
instance  these  little  men,  regardless  of  the 
might  or  splendor  of  their  persecutors, 
have  emerged  from  the  tumult  not  only 
victorious  but  also  more  advanced  on  the 
tedious  road  of  human  relationships. 

It  is  an  interesting  study  to  trace  the 
bloody  careers  of  all  the  power-mongers 
from  Genghis  Khan  to  Der  Fuehrer  him- 
self, and  then  in  contrast,  to  see  how  God's 
providence  has  provided  in  every  case  a 
man  or  a  people  bold  enough  to  lift  up  the 
righteous  standard  against  them.  But  we 
are  not  concerned  with  the  past  at  this 
time.  We  are  now  engulfed  in  a  titanic 
struggle  that  effects  us  all  as  individuals. 
And,  as  individuals,  we  must  ask  ourselves, 
"What  am  /  fighting  for?" 

Today  the  circumstances  that  involve  us 
in  war  are  considerably  more  complex  than 
in  times  gone  by,  but  fundamentally  the 
causes  are  the  same.  Our  country,  our 
ideals,  have  been  attacked  by  a  formidable, 
organized,  ruthless  horde.  And,  once  again, 
little  men  muster  from  all  parts,  gathered 
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together  by  great  leaders  sharing  their 
viewpoints,  to  defend  what  they  know  to  be 
right.  And,  once  again — although,  as  ever, 
the  way  will  be  .hard  and  cruel — these  little 
men  will  win ! 

I  am  a  little  man.  I  have  my  family,  my 
home,  my  work.  I  have  too  my  ideals  and 
beliefs  which,  fortunately,  are  guaranteed 
by  the  country  in  which  I  live.  Now  all 
these  things  are  threatened.  So,  like  the 
little  men  who  have  gone  before  me,  I  go, 
as  history  has  ordained,  to  meet  the  usurp- 
er, hoping  that  this  will  be  the  last  time 
the  plow  will  be  left  in  the  furrow  by  little 
men  who  answer  the  call  to  arms. 

By  Pfc.  Elbert  B.  Scott 

Scott  Field,  Illinois 

TOJO,  you  say  that  I  do  not  know  what 
I  am  fighting  for  in  this  war.  You, 
Herr  Goebbels,  spout  off  that  I  am^  blind 
to  my  purpose,  that  my  aims  are  all  con- 
fused, that  I  am  being  driven  to  fight  for 
sometliing  of  which  I  have  no  conception. 
And  your  ex-partner  in  crime,  the  boastful 
Mussolini,  used  to  howl  that  I  am  a  puppet 
of  British  and  American  imperialism,  be- 
ing forced  to  die  to  maintain  the  "status 
quo"  of  the  British  Empire. 

You  and  your  Axis  propaganda  would 
attempt  to  confuse  and  disunite  us  by  these 
vile  untruths. 

But  listen,  you  unholy  trio.  I  will  tell 
you  why  I  have  quit  my  peaceful  pursuits 
to  exterminate  your  evil  kind.  I  will  tell 
you  why  ten  millions  of  us  have  suddenly 
transformed  ourselves  from  peaceful  citi- 
zens into  toughened  warriors,  determined 
to  grind  your  vaunted  war  machine  to  bits, 
inspired  by  the  light  of  truth  and  freedom, 
and  sworn  to  avenge  your  dastardly  crimes 
against  hmnanity.  I  will  tell  you  why  we 
shall  never  rest  until  your  present  regimes 
of  terror  and  tyranny  have  been  wiped  from 
the  face  of  the  earth — ^yes,  and  until  we 
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are  certain  that  your  evils  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  rise  again  and  take  root  in  the 
coming  generation. 

You  would  not  understand  about  our 
fighting  for  freedom  of  speech,  would  you, 
Hirohito?  And  you,  Herr  Hitler,  you 
ruthlessly  stifle  all  individual  expression  of 
thought,  do  you  not?  But  to  freedom- 
loving  men  these  are  inalienable  human 
rights  worth  fighting  and  dying  for. 

Of  course  you  attach  no  importance  to 
a  man's  right  to  worship  God  as  he  chooses. 
For  you  admit  of  no  god  except  that  ex- 
em.plified  by  your  blasphemous  leaders. 
But  to  us  freedom  of  religion  is  a  precious 
liberty  worth  more  to  us  than  riches,  loved 
more  by  us  than  life  itself. 

You  do  not  look  upon  the  masses  as  in- 
dividuals with  thoughts,  ambitions  and  as- 
pirations. To  you  the  common  man  is  only 
a  vassal  of  the  State,  only  a  small  cog  in 
your  regimented  machine  to  be  cruelly 
exploited  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  State — 
and  the  "State"  in  your  case  is  a  small 
minorit}''  which  has  elevated  itself  to  the 
seat  of  government  by  acts  which  defy  all 
laws  of  God  and  man.  Such  an  existence  is 
entirely  alien  to  our  mode  of  life  and  death 
is  preferable  to  accepting  it. 

The  millions  of  helpless  humans  you  are 
"protecting"  are  being  butchered  and 
starved  and  ground  under  your  heel  of 
tyranny  and  slavery.  We  are  determined 
to  liberate  these  slave  peoples  and  guaran- 
tee to  them  a  freedom  from  fear  and  from 
want  which  they  have  never  known  under 
your  regime. 

And  when  we  have  completely  defeated 
your  evil  hordes  by  the  military  might  of 
our  righteous  forces,  we  will  attempt  to 
build  a  new  civilization — ^not  one  founded 
on  greed  and  fear,  but  one  that  is  founded 
on  liberty  and  justice,  one  in  which  the 
I  human  spirit  is  looked  upon  as  the  noble 
tiling  it  is,  a  civilization  based  on  the 
philosophy  of  Christ. 


By  Pvt.  Arnold  E.  Behrsin 

Camp  Cro-wder,  Missouri 

^S  an  American  service  man,  I  speak  not 
only  for  myself  but  for  the  millions  of 
others  under  arms  for  the  same  cause, 
when  I  say  we  not  only  know  what'  we  are 
fighting  for,  but  we  understand  what  we 
are  fighting  for.  We  understand  because 
we  have  lived  and  are  today  living  under 
a  form  of  government  which  embraces 
those  basic  principles  of  human  conduct 
and  relationship  conducive  to  making  the 
world  a  better  place  in  which  to  live. 

People,  as  individuals  and  as  nations, 
have  been  striving  to  achieve  this  end  since 
the  beginning  of  man.  Progress  has  been 
slow  and  tedious,  and  achieved  only  through 
tireless  effort,  sacrifices  and  bloodshed. 
Man  has  been  able  to  exploit  his  fellowman 
as  long  as  he  was  able  to  condition  him  to 
a  predetermined  state  of  body  and  mind 
through  the  eft'ective  use  of  such  weapons 
as  force,  intimidation  and  coercion,  or 
simply  to  effect  the  same  end  through  mis- 
information or  even  non-information. 

We,  the  present  generation  of  Americans, 
have  been  fortunate  enough  to  benefit 
through  the  bitter  experiences  of  our  fore- 
bears. The  fact  that  our  experiences  are 
largely  vicarious  does  not  diminish  our 
appreciation  for,  nor  impair  our  under- 
standing of,  the  values  of  democracy. 

We  in  America,  through  democratic 
processes,  give  dignity  to  and  place  empha- 
sis upon  the  individual.  American  institu- 
tions are  built  upon  a  philosophy  of  free- 
dom, a  freedom  for  life,  for  liberty  and  for 
the  pursuit  of  happiness.  We  exercise 
this  freedom  in  our  speech  and  our  press, 
and  we  thus  develop  an  appreciation  and  an 
understanding  of  its  merits  as  well  as  a 
knowledge  of  its  function.  The  American 
soldier  has  learned  by  doing.  That  is  why 
he  knows,  understands  and  appreciates 
what  he  is  fighting  for. 
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(Solution  on  page  62} 


ACROSS 

1.  ".  .   .  is  the  man  to  wbom  the  Lord  will  not 

impute  sin"    (Romans  4:8). 
7.  "Pardon    mine    iniquity;    for    it    .    .    .    great" 

(Psalms  25:11). 

9.  "For   .    .    .    will   abundantly   pardon"    (Isaiah 
55:7). 

11.  Suffix  used  in  medical  terms. 

12.  "To  the  Lord  our  God  .  .  .  mercies"   (Daniel 
9:9). 

13.  "Ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  .  .  ."   (Jeremiah 
6:16). 


14.  ".  .  .  good  things  will  He  withhold"    (Psalms 
84:11). 

15.  Chinese  measure. 

16.  Cents. 

17.  Pen. 

19.  "Like  crimson  they  shall  be  as  .  .  ."    (Isaiah 
1:18). 

20.  "Blessed  are  they  .  .  .  iniquities  are  forgiven" 
(Romans    4:7). 

22.  Pertaining  to  a  race. 

24.  "He   shall   .    .    .    His   people  from   their  sins" 
(Matthew    1:21). 
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27.  Steel  bars    (mining). 
30.  Governess    (Sp.). 

32.  "God  .  .  .  loved  the  world"   (John  3:16). 

33.  "Forgiving  iniquity  and  .  .  .  and  sin"   (Exodus 
34:7). 

36.  "He  is   faithful   .   .   .   just  to  forgive  us"    (I 
John   1:9). 

37.  House  of  Commons. 

38.  Newfoundland. 

39.  Nineteenth  letter  of.  the  alphabet. 

41.  "Remember  not  the  sins  of  my  .  .  ."    (Psalms 

25:7). 
45.  Paid   attention. 

48.  Snakelike  fishes. 

49.  "He   .    .    .    the    propitiation    for   our    sins"    (I 
John  2:2). 

50.  "Thou  hast  .   .   .   the  iniquity  of   Thy  people" 
(Psalms   iS:2). 

DOWN 

2.  Plunder. 

3.  Large  Australian  birds. 

4.  Salt. 

5.  Ebenezer. 

6.  "Forgive  us   our  ...  as  we  forgive"    (Mat- 
thew 6:12). 

7.  Electrified  particle. 

8.  "They  shall  be  as  white  as  .  .  ."  (Isaiah  1:18). 

10.  "May  be   delivered  from  the  power  of  .   .   ." 
(Habakkuk  2:9). 


13.  "Though  your  sins  be  as  .  .  ."   (Isaiah  1:18). 

15.  "That    .    .    .d    us,    and    washed    us    from    our 
sins"    (Revelation   1:5). 

17.  The  sun  god. 

18.  "If  .  .   .  forgive  men  their  trespasses"    (Mat- 
thew 6:14). 

20.  West   Indies. 

21.  "Cleanse  your  ...  ye  sinners"    (James  4:8). 

23.  "I    will    .    .    .    them    from    all    their    iniquity" 
(Jeremiah   33:8). 

24.  "And  forgive  all  my  .  .  ."    (Psalms  25:18). 

25.  ".  .  .!  for  that  day  is  great"   (Jeremiah  30:7). 

26.  Veterinary  surgeon. 

27.  "And   he   will    have    .    .    .    upon   him"    (Isaiah 
55:7). 

28.  "Forgiving  .  .  .  another"   (Ephesians  4:32). 

29.  "If  we  .  .  .  our  sins"   (I  John  1:9). 

31.  Exclamation  of  disgust. 

32.  "Blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  His  .  .  .  cleanseth  us" 
(I  John   1:7). 

34.  Grazes.    . 

35.  North   Dakota. 

39.  Son  of  Benjamin   (Genesis  46:21). 

40.  Northern  constellation. 

42.  Japanese  sash. 

43.  Golf  mound. 

44.  "As  a  .  .   .  gathereth  her  chickens"    (Matthew 
23:37). 

46.  Dean  of  the  faculty. 

47.  Doctor. 


-'"^  '■ ^  aded40H  CK  ^evenence 

%^00N  after  the  first  American  troops  nwved  into  a  certain  section  of  occupied 
Italy,  I  found  myself  in  possession  of  a  former  Fascist  office  building  for  my 
chapel  and  office.  The  army  had  hired  several  Italian  zvomen  to  clean  the 
building.  One  day  a  visiting  chaplain  and  I  came  into  my  office  to  find  a  poorly 
dressed  Italian  woman  scrubbing  the  floor.  When  she  sazv  the  crosses  on  our 
collars  she  looked  puzzled.  We  could  speak  no  Italian  and  she  could  speak  no 
English,  but  .we  knew  what  she  was  thinking.  She  crossed  herself  and  knelt 
in  an  attitude  of  prayer,  meaning,  "Are  you  priests f"  We  told  her  we  were, 
and  she  gazed  in  open-mouthed  zvonder — priests  in  the  army?  Then  zve  tried 
to  explain  that  we  zvere  Protestant  ministers.  I  picked  up  my  Bible  to  hand  to 
her.  When  I  extended  the  Bible,  she  shrank  back  and  was  too  reverent  to 
to-uch  it.  I  was  really  amazed  at  the  look  of  reverence  that  hod  come  over  her 
face.  Finally  she  reached  out  a  hand  and  timidly  touched  it.  I  opened  the 
Book  for  her  to  see.  She  clasped  her  hands  together  and  reverently  gazed  at 
it  from  a  distance  and  spoke  only  in  a  zvhisper. 

I'll  never  forget  that  lesson  in  reverence.  She  made  me  feel  that  this  zvas 
indeed  the  sacred  Word  of  God,  and  I  felt  more  rez-erent  toward  my  Bible  than 
ever  before  in  my  life. — Chaplain  Everett  D.  Pexrod,  "Somewhere  in  Italy." 
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•  The  following  review  of  latest  developments  in 
the  field  of  religion  is  given  for  the  benefit  of  men 
and  women  in  service,  particularly  those  serving 
abroad,  who  have  no  other  means  of  keeping  up- 
to-date  on  happenings  in  the  realm  of  religion. 
The  items  are  gleaned  from  the  Religious  News 
Service  and  other  sources  of  ch^irch  news. 


THE  HOME  FRONT 

Crusade.  Never  before  in  history  have 
churchmen  been  so  awake  to  the  necessity 
of  preparing,  during  war,  for  peace.  While 
not  neglecting  in  any  way  to  supply  the 
religious  needs  of  its  men  in  service,  as 
well  as  keeping  the  fires  burning  on  home 
church  altars,  the  Church  is  promoting 
several  big-scale  programs  to  guarantee 
that  the  ideals  for  which  you  are  fighting 
shall  not  be  lost  in  the  shuffle, of  the  peace. 

Most  ambitious  of  these  programs  is  the 
Methodists'  "Crusade  for  a  New  World 
Order,"  conducted  during  January.  .  Offer- 
ing no  pat  peace  plan,  the  Crusade  was  not 
a  political  movement,  supported  no  candi- 
date, endorsed  no  party,  but  was  simply 
aimed  at  stirring  up  interest,  on  a  nation- 
v,^ide  scale,  in  international  co-operation 
and  the  establishment  of  a  just  and  durable 
peace.  Laymen  and  clergy  alike  were  asked 
to  write  personal  letters  to  the  nation's 
lawmakers,  insisting  on  the  establishment 
of  a  peace  that  is  based  on  Christian  prin- 
ciples. To  aid  an  estimated  one  million 
letter-writers,  lists  of  senators  and  con- 
gressmen, plus  specially  designed  post- 
cards, were  distributed  at  the  meetings  in 
100  cities  between  January  9  and  30. 

Says  Bishop  J.  Ralph  Magee :  "We  had 
better  let  our  boys  who  are  fighting  over 
there  know  that  Methodists  are  interested 
in  a  movem.ent  to  get  politics  out  of  the 
way  and  make  our  leaders  give  us  a  peace 
that  will  endure !" 

Popularly  labeled  "The  Bishops'  Cru- 
sade," the  effort  probably  will  be  followed 
by  a  nation-wide  "Evangelism  Crusade" 
during  1945,  plans  for  which  may  be  laid 
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at  the  denomination's  quadrennial  General 
Conference  next  May. 

Youth  Week.  As  we  go  to  press,  "Youth 
Week"  is  being  observed  by  more  than  two 
million  Protestant  young  people  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  Sponsored  by 
the  United  Christian  Youth  Movement,  and 
having  as  its  theme  "One  Faith,  One  Fel- 
lowship," the  week  of  January  30  to  Febru- 
ary 6  is  seeing  some  50,000  youth  groups 
participating  in  w^orship  services  and 
forums,  social  activities  and  missionary 
programs.  Purpose :  "To  strengthen  each 
denominational  youth  group  and  to  strength- 
en the  bonds  of  co-operation  between  them." 

Foreign  Missions.  The  feeling  that  this 
war  may  turn  out  to  be  an  ill  wind  capable 
of  blowing  some  good  was  expressed  at 
various  meetings  recently  held  by  groups 
dealing  with  foreign  missions.  That  "good" 
may  be  the  forcing  of  missions  to  work  on 
a  "co-operative  and  functional"  basis  rather 
than  on  a  purely  denominational  and  geo- 
graphic level. 

Delegates  to  the  Student  Planning  Con- 
ference on  the  World  Mission  of  the 
Church,  held  at  Wooster,  Ohio,  played 
freely  upon  this  theme.  The  young  Chris- 
tian leaders  pulled  no  punches  in  declaring 
that  the  postwar  mission  cause  must  not 
be  circumscribed  by  denominationalism. 

The  same  thought  was  stressed  by  mis- 
sionaries recently  repatriated  from  the  war 
zones.  Notable  among  these  was  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Axling,  Northern  Baptist,  who  told 
600  mission  leaders  assembled  for  the  50th 
annual  convention  of  the  Foreign  Missions 
Conference :  "The  Protestant  foreign  mis- 
sion enterprise  of  the  future  must  present 
to  the  world  a  united  front,  manned  by  a 
unified  personnel,  and  backed  by  the  pooled 
spiritual  and  material  resources  of  the  ; 
Church  of  Christ." 

Meanwhile,  Emperor  Haile  Selassie  of 
Ethiopia  has  made  it  plain  what  his  country 
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expects,  and  doesn't  want,  from  mission- 
aries. He  advised  the  Swedish  Missionary 
Society  that  workers  will  have  to  make  a 
formal  declaration  that  they  will  not  inter- 
fere in  politics,  but  will  limit  themselves 
to  religious,  charitable  and  educational  en- 
deavors. The  Emperor  extended  cordial 
greetings  to  all  and  sundry  who  are  willing 
to  come  on  those  terms. 

Going  in  a  businesslike  way  about  the 
business  of  preparing  for  after-war  mission- 
ary work  are  the  Seventh-Day  Adventists. 
A  large  number  of  Adventist  youth  are  now 
enrolled  in  specialized  language  courses — 
such  as  Arabic,  German,  Rusian,  Malayan 
and  Chinese — and  others  are  now  being 
selected  for  intensive  training  in  the  French 
language,  in  preparation  for  postwar  serv- 
ice in  France  and  French  colonies. 

Students  at  Wheaton  College  (Wheaton, 
III.)  are  also  preparing  for  missionary  work 
abroad.  Courses  in  the  Russian  and 
Chinese  languages  are  attracting  sizable 
enrollments. 

Witnesses.  Speaking  on  the  function  of 
the  Christian  Church  in  the  world  of  today, 
two  witnesses  recently  took  the  stand. 

Said  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt:  *'In  these 
days  of  struggle,  we  are  all  in  desperate 
need  of  a  light  that  is  not  of  men.  May 
God  grant  that  the  Church  will  not  fail  in 
providing  that  light!  For  if  we  lack  spir- 
itual guidance  for  our  immediate  problems 
and  set  our  feet  in  consequence  upon  ob- 
scure ways,  our  children  shall  wander  for 
long  years  in  a  moral  wilderness.'* 

Said  Wendell  Willkie,  viewing  the  church 
i  unity  trend  as  "a  heartwarming  sign  that 
once  again  the  Church  is  in  the  vanguard  of 
i  the  march  forward" :  The  Church  today 
"has  an  unexcelled  opportunity  to  exercise 
[and  develop  leadership  through  both  its 
i  clergy  and  laymen.  For  during  the  period 
j  immediately  •  following  the  close  of  the 
military  phase  of  the  war,  new  patterns  oi 
j  human  conduct  will  be  measured  and  estab- 
lished." 

Both  statements  were  made  in  response 
I  to  a  request  from  the  Rt.  Rev.  Walter  H. 
I  Gray,    suffragen   bishop    of   the    Episcopal 


diocese  of  Connecticut  and  president  of  the 
Church  Congress,  an  organization  estab- 
lished to  encourage  "constructive  thought" 
on  the  Church  in  modern  society. 

Membership  Gains,  Recording  a  total 
church  membership  in  the  United  States 
of  68,^501,186,  as  reported  by  256  religious 
bodies  in  1941-42,  the  Federal  Council  of 
Churches  reveals  that  the  main  grow^th  is 
furnished  by  the  50  larger  religious  bodies 
with  over  50,000  members. 

The  survey,  appearing  in  the  Information 
Service  of  the  Federal  Council,  discloses 
that  the  43  Protestant  bodies  having  over 
50,000  members  gained  at  the  rate  of  23.8 
per  cent,  almost  exactly  the  same  as  the 
Roman  Catholic  gain  in  the  same  period, 
which  was  23.3  per  cent.  The  groups  with 
less  than  50,000  members  reported  total 
gains  of  only  12.8  per  cent. 

Total  church  membership  in  1941-42,  ac- 
cording to  the  survey,  showed  a  gain  of 
25.5  per  cent  over  membership  in  1926,  and 
an  increase  of  20.7  per  cent  in  the  number 
of  religious  bodies  reporting  during  the 
same  period. 

The  Latter-Day  Saints  increased  53.5  per 
cent ;  the  Mennonites  66.5  per  cent ;  the 
Adventist  bodies  52.4  per  cent;  Baptist 
bodies  35.1  per  cent.  The  gains  for  Luther- 
an bodies  reported — ^26.6  per  cent — and  for 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  23.3  per  cent — 
were  close  to  the  general  trend.  Methodists 
gained  19  per  cent  and  Presbyterians  8.8 
per  cent  between  1926  and  1941-42. 

Looking  Ahead.  Church  groups  every- 
where have  begun  planning  for  the  de- 
mobilization period  and  are  likely  to  pay 
increasing  attention  to  the  problem  of 
reintegrating  service  men  into  civilian  life. 

A  St.  Louis  church — Union  Avenue  Dis- 
ciples of  Christ — has  adopted  a  program 
stressing  postwar  employment  and  rehabili- 
tation needs  of  service  men  and  women 
which  will  probably  be  embraced  in  one 
form  or  another  by  churches  throughout  the 
country. 

The  program  calls  for  the  appointment 
of  a  group  of  20  business  and  professional 
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men  as  counsellors  for  members  returning 
from  war  service.  Each  member  of  the 
committee  will  welcome  returning  soldiers 
and  sailors  to  his  office,  make  them  feel  that 
the  "Christian  businessman"  is  willing  to 
help  them,  and  give  them  practical  sugges- 
tions. The  church  has  begun  to  put  this 
program  into  effect  by  mailing  letters  to  200 
members  in  the  armed  forces  to  ascertain 
how  manj^  of  them  will  need  help  in  locat- 
ing jobs  after  the  war. 

The  Christian  Evangelist,  national  organ 
of  the  Disciples  of  Christ,  is  urging 
that  other  churches  throughout  the  country 
adopt  a  similar  plan :  "Such  action,  taken 
by  individual  churches  across  America  will 
do  more  to  save  us  from  the  chaos  and  suf- 
fering of  the  postwar  years  than  all  the 
feverish  resolutions  of  church  conventions, 
and  it  will  supplement  in  effective  ways  the 
efforts  of  Congress  and  industry  to  save  the 
country  from  another  such  experience  as 
that  which  followed  the  first  world  war." 

Jobs  A-Coming.  In  preparation  at  the 
Church  of  the  Heavenly  Rest  (Episcopal) 
in  New  York  City  is  an  index  of  potential 
jobs  for  returning  service  men.  Dr.  Henry 
Darlington,  rector,  urged  recently  that 
each  church  parish  canvass  every  potential 
employer  in  its  membership  for  a  record 
of  the  jobs  he  will  have  available  after 
the  war,  and  send  a  letter  to  each  parish- 
ioner in  the  services  explaining  the  person- 
alized job  placement  service  which  the 
church  is  prepared  to  offer. 

It  is  said  that  if  each  of  the  244,000  local 
churches  of  all  denominations  in  the  United 
States  accepts  a  quota  of  only  five  jobs, 
work  will  thus  be  provided  for  more  than 
1,200,000  veterans. 

Meanwhile,  it  .  was  disclosed  that  The 
Methodist  Church  and  an  interdenomina- 
tional committee  representing  various 
church  interests  are  studying  demobiliza- 
tion problems.  The  Board  of  Education 
of  The  Methodist  Church  has  issued  an  ex- 
tensive survey  of  problems  facing  returning 
service  men,  based  on  interviews  w^ith  gov- 
ernment, church,  educational  and  social 
service  leaders. 


Efforts  are  also  under  way  by  the  "War 
Department  to  aid  chaplains  to  return  to 
their  civilian  ministry  after  the  war,  ac- 
cording to  Deputy  Chief  of  Chaplains 
George  F.  Rixey,  who  said  recently  that  the 
office  of  the  Chief  of  Chaplains  is  giving 
major  consideration  to  this  objective. 

Book  Gift.  A  special  copy  of  "The 
Robe,"  by  Lloyd  Douglas,  was  sent  re- 
cently to  all  its  members  in  the  service  by 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Greens- 
boro, N.  C.  With  each  copy  went  a  special 
message  from  the  author,  who  was  so 
pleased  with  the  project  that  he  contributed 
$100  to  the  project. 

Prayer  Booth.  In  front  of  the  First 
Reformed  Church  at  Xenia,  Ohio,  is  a 
three-and-a-half  foot  square  "prayer  booth." 
Inside  are  the  names  of  all  church  members 
in  the  armed  forces,  and  it  is  open  day  and 
night  for  relatives  who  wish  to  enter  and 
pray.  Each  Wednesday  night  the  names 
are  read  to  worshipers  attending  the  mid- 
week service,  with  special  prayers  said  in 
the  service  men's  and  women's  behalf. 

"Freedom  AcresJ*  The  Northern  Bap- 
tist Convention  has  purchased  the  1,070-acre 
estate  of  the  late  Victor  Lawson,  Chicago 
newspaper  publisher,  at  Green  Lake,  Wis., 
and  will  dedicate  it  to  the  cause  of  freedom. 

Tentatively  named  "Freedom  Acres,"  the 
property  will  be  used  for  summer  confer- 
ences sponsored  by  national  educational 
and  missionary  organizations.  Camps  for 
underprivileged  boys  and  girls  will  also  be 
established  on  the  former  estate,  which  has  a 
two-and-a-half  mile  lake  frontage,  and  in- 
cludes an  18-hole  golf  course,  a  large 
swimming  pool  and  a  boat  house. 

Behind  You.  A  good  example  of  how 
solidly  some  churches  are  standing  behind 
their  service  men  and  women  is  seen  in  the 
First  Congregational  Church  of  Spring- 
field, Vermont.  A  special  "committee  for 
the  armed  forces"  sees  to  it  that  all  mem- 
bers in  service  are  remembered  regularly. 
Notifications  are  sent  to  chaplains  of  their  \ 
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units  when  the  members  leave  for  the  serv- 
ice, and  each  is  given  a  copy  of  the  New 
Testament    suitably   inscribed. 

When  they  arrive  at  their  camp  or  base, 
the  members  find  the  hometown  paper 
awaiting  them,  and  this  and  special  letters 
written  by  the  young  adults'  group  of  the 
church  follow  them  wherever  they  go.  Sets 
of  snapshots  of  the  homefolks  are  made 
up  and  dispatched  periodically,  as  are  boxes 
of  homemade  cookies  and  other  eatables. 
Cost  of  such  items  as  must  be  purchased 
!  is  met  by  the  proceeds  from  special  con- 
certs given  by  a  church  musical  group. 

On  Sundays,  Rev.  Clififord  O.  Simpson, 
pastor,  devotes  a  special  period  of  the  morn- 
ing service  for  prayers  for  those  in  service. 

On  the  Screen.  Religion  will  be  getting 
quite  a  play  on  the  screen  in  1944  if  Holly- 
wood carries  out  its  present  plans.  Every 
major  studio  has  announced  at  least  one 
religious  picture  for  the  year,  and  MGM 
has  scheduled  four. 

"The  Rosary,"  an  original  story  of  sol- 
diers under  fire,  written  by  Lloyd  Douglas, 
will  come  from  RKO.  Twentieth  Century- 
Fox  has  started  off  the  year  with  "Song  of 
Bernadette"  and  plans  to  follow  it  up 
with  Cronin's  "The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom." 
Paramount  is  starring  Bing  Crosby  as  a 
priest  in  "Going  My  Way."  And  such  old- 
timers  as  "Quo  Vadis,"  Hall  Caine's  "The 
Christian"  and  "The  Miracle"  are  again 
being  put  in  the  production  hopper. 

Hollywood  admits  there  is  a  "religious 
cycle"  in  the  making  in  filmdom. 

THE  FOREIGN  FRONT 

Nazi  Failure.  The  year  1943  will  prob- 
ably go  down  in  history  as  the  period 
which  witnessed  the  breakup  of  National 
Socialism  as  a  spiritual  menace.  One  of  the 
chief  factors  in  the  Nazi  failure  was  their 
inability  to  crush  the  churches.  Religious 
groups  gained  considerably  in  influence 
during  the  past  year,  according  to  available 
evidence,  and  emerged  as  a  body  likely  to 
play  an  important  part  in  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  Europe  after  the  war. 


Perhaps  the  most  important  develop- 
ment in  the  European  church  scene  was 
the  growth  of  German  church  resistance 
during  the  year.  The  German  churches, 
as  well  as  churches  on  the  Continent  gen- 
erally, are  breaking  with  a  tradition  which 
has  caused  them  to  remain  isolated  from 
public  affairs. 

And  in  the  occupied  countries,  church 
resistance  during  the  year  was  marked  by 
a  disdain  of  the  Nazis  which  showed  itself 
in  intensified  church  work  everywhere.  In 
Holland,  for  example,  a  great  evangelism 
campaign  was  launched  by  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed  Church  and  it  is   still   continuing. 

"Dutch  Up.'*  At  the  same  time,  the 
churches  are  using  every  opportunity  to  fight 
Nazi  ideological  pretensions.  One  of  the 
most  sweeping  denunciations  ever  made 
against  National  Socialism  was  a  13-point 
document  signed  by  pastors  of  the  Dutch ^ 
Reformed  Church,  entitled  "Wartime  Con- 
fession of  Faith,"  which  was  circulated 
throughout  the  church  membership. 

Reiterating  the  church's  steadfast  opposi- 
tion to  National  Socialism,  the  statement 
rejects  the  theory  of  racism;  describes 
anti-Semitism  as  "one  of  the  most  stubborn 
and  deadly  forms  of  rebellion"  against 
God ;  upholds  freedom  of  religion,  and 
denies  the  authoritarian  doctrine  of  statism. 

Brotherhood.  Another  trend  during  the 
year  was  the  strenthening  of  relationships 
between  the  suffering  churches  and  those 
in  neutral  countries.  The  World  Council 
of  Churches,  with  headquarters  in  Geneva, 
was  able  to  maintain  communication  with 
non-Roman  church  leaders  in  the  various 
countries,  while  the  Vatican  was  the  clear- 
ing house  for  Roman  Catholic  churches. 
Quakers  in  Switzerland  are  still  keeping 
up  regular  correspondence  with  German 
Friends  and  trying  to  help  them,  and  are 
also  maintaining  contact  with  Dutch,  Danish 
and  Swedish  Quakers. 

The  churches  also  made  preparations 
during  the  year  for  social  readjustment 
after  the  war.  This  trend  was  most  clearly 
evident  in  Denmark,  France  and  Holland, 
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but  even  in  Poland,  where  the  Church  has 
suffered  its  bitterest  persecution,  groups 
of  priests  and  laymen  are  drawing  up 
blueprints  to  rebuild  the  Church  arid  to 
help  recreate  the  social  order.  In  Germany 
itself,  the  churches,  both  Protestant  and 
Roman  Catholic,  are  planning  methods  of 
co-operation  with  religious  forces  in  other 
countries  to  build  a  lasting  peace. 

Danish  Martyr,  A  few  months  ago  a 
very  angry  pastor-playwright  sat  down  to 
write  a  defiant  letter.  An  order  had  just 
come  through  from  the  Nazis  prohibiting 
Danish  clerg>anen  from  offering  prayers 
for  the  Norwegian  Church  or  mentioning 
Norwegians  in  their  sermons.  The  defiant 
one  was  Kaj  Munk,  his  country's  leading 
playwright  as  well  as  a  militant  preacher 
to  whom  fear  was  as  foreign  as  his  hatred 
for  Nazi  ideology  was  intense.     He  wrote : 

"Danish  clergymen  take  an  oath  on  the  Bible, 
but  not  yet  to  the  foreign  secretary.  I  rely  on 
Holy  Orders.  I  feel  bound  to  my  Norwegian 
brothers  both  because  they  are  Norwegians  and 
because  they  are(  brothers  in  faith.  They  fight  for 
ideals  that  I  too  have  sworn  to  fight  for.  If  for 
fear  of  men   I   should   sit  as   a   passive   onlooker,   I 

should   be   a  traitor   to    my   Christian    faith 

It  is  better  to  damage  Denmark  with  regard  to 
Germany  than  to  Jesus.  We  clergymen  were  sent 
out  to  proclaim  the  Word  of  God,  not  to  sup- 
press  it!" 

The  example  of  the  fiery,  45-year-old 
Munk  started  a  widespread  wave  of  church 
rebellion  against  the  Nazi.  The  latter 
huffed  and  puffed,  but  they  blew  nothing 
down  but  their  own  prestige.  There  was 
only  one  way  to  silence  this  man,  and  they 
took  it. 

Early  in  January  four  men,  pretending 
to  be  local  officials,  raided  Munk's  home, 
hustled  him  into  a  car,  and  drove  off  toward 
a  nearby  forest.  There  his  bullet-ridden 
body  was  found  the  next  morning. 

Star  of  David.  "If  the  Germans  want 
to  put  the  yellow  Jewish  star  in  Denmark, 
I  and  my  whole  family  will  wear  it  as 
a  sign  of  the  highest  distinction." 

The  speaker  was  no  less  than  King 
Christian   X   of   Denmark,   and  his   words 


were  in  protest  to  Nazi  persecution  of  Jews. 
The  Danish  monarch  thus  went  on  record 
once  again  as  protesting  the  rabid  anti- 
Semitism  the  Nazis  have  tried  to  introduce 
in  his  country. 

When  informed  that  a  special  meeting 
was  to  be  held  in  a  Copenhagen  synagogue, 
sometime  ago,  the  king  showed  his  contempt 
of  the  Nazis  by  attending  the  service,  ar- 
riving in  full  dress  uniform  and  with  a 
sovereign's  escort.  And  when  German 
occupation  officials  once  demanded  a  solu- 
tion to  the  "Jewish  problem,"  the  ruler 
cooly  and  pointedly  replied : 

"Sirs,  as  we  have  never  considered  our- 
selves inferior  to  the  Jews,  we  have  no 
such  problem  here." 

Alliance.  Baptist  World  Alliance  Sun- 
day, Feb.  6,  was  more  than  just- a  hopeful 
term.  As  far  as  the  Russians  were  con- 
cerned, it  was  an  accomplished  fact.  Ac- 
cording to  Dr.  James  H.  Rushbrooke, 
president  of  the  Alliance,  he  had  received 
word  from  Russian  Baptists  and  other 
evangelical  Christians  that  they  would 
join  in  the  observance.  "Accept  our  hearty 
wishes  for  new  blessings  and  progress  in 
1944,"  they  cabled.  "May  the  New  Year 
be  one  of  victory  for  the  United  Nations." 

Strides.  Another  indication  that  the 
anti-religious  propaganda  days  are  at  an 
end  in  Russia  and  that  the  Soviets  have 
really  reversed  their  attitude  toward  reli- 
gion— at  least  for  the  time  being — is  seen 
in  the  announcement  that  a  theological  in- 
stitute for  the  training  of  Orthodox  clergy- 
men will  shortly  be  set  up  in  Moscow.  This 
project,  the  first  of  its  kind  favorable  to 
religion,  has  been  approved  by  the  Soviet 
Government.  It  is  expected  that  similar 
institutes  will  be  established  in  Kiev  and 
Stalingrad. 

Baltic  Revival.  Nazi-controlled  Baltic 
countries  are  experiencing  a  great  reli- 
gious awakening,  an  Orothodox  priest  writes 
in  a  letter  to  one  of  his  relatives  in 
America. 

"The    word    of    God    is    on    everyone's 
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tongue,   and  atheists   are  uncommon/'   the 
Orthodox   churchman   declares. 

His  letter  goes  on  to  say  that  the  churches 
are  crowded  even  on  week-days  and  that 
it  is  not  unusual  to  see  desperate  people 
kneeling  in  prayer  before  their  demolished 
homes. 

Optimistic.  Missionaries  returning  on 
the  exchange  liner  Gripsholm  expressed 
optimism  over  the  future  of  the  Christian 
Church  in  the  Far  East  notwithstanding 
the   Japanese   occupation. 

It  was  reported  that  the  Church  in  occu- 
pied China  is  still  influential  despite  the 
fact  that  its  extra-religious  activities,  such 
as  social  welfare  and  relief  work,  are  now 
administered  under  Japanese  control.  The 
Protestant  Church  unity  movement  in  China 
was  described  as  making  great  strides  with 
the  likelihood  that  a  strong  federation  of 
native  Christian  churches  will  emerge  in 
North  China  after  the  war.  This  develop- 
ment, it  was  stressed,  is  entirely  apart  from 
the  growth  of  so-called  "united  church  fed- 
erations" estalDlished  under  Japanese  pres- 
sure. 

Missionaries  returning  from  Japan  stated 
that  the  Japanese  military  machine  has  not 
I  been  able  to  stamp  out  Christianity  because 
'Japanese  Christians,  at  tremendous  risk, 
I  have  repeatedly  shown  their  loyalty  to  the 
Church's  teachings.  It  was  revealed  that 
Toyohiko  Kagawa,  noted  Japanese  Chris- 
tian leader,  •  is  carrying  on  a  series  of 
evangelistic  campaigns  through  Japan,  The 
missionaries  said  church  attendance  in 
Japan  is  generally  low  because  so  many 
people  work  on  Sunday. 

No  Revolutiofu  Because  practically 
1  every  able-bodied  man  in  Germany  is  in 
the  army  there  is  no  likelihood  of  an  inner 
revolution,  and  the  end  of  the  war  must 
2ome  through  military  defeat,  Dr.  Tracy 
Strong,  secretary  of  the  Prisoners  of  War 
Commission  of  the  Y.M.C.A.,  declared 
-ecently. 

,  Waldensians.  News  coming  out  of 
Sicily  since  the  Allied  occupation  of  that 
sland  indicates  that  all  through  the  regime 


of  Mussolini  the  ancient  Waldensian  Church 
of  Italy  and  Sicily  retained  its  democratic 
and  Protestant  beliefs.  The  synod,  meet- 
ing annually  in  the  Piedmontese  Alps,  con- 
tinued to  send  messages  of  loyalty  to  the 
King  and  ignored  II  Duce.  Of  the  eighty 
Waldensian  pastors,  it  is  reported,  only 
three  were  Fascists.  Eight  hundred  years 
ago,  in  southern  France,  a  religious  revival 
broke  out,  and  some  of  the  persecuted 
families  fled  to  the  Alps  where  this  new 
church  was  born.  Four  hundred  years  later 
it  aligned  itself  with  the  newer  Protestant 
Reformation. 

Punishment.      Chain    letters    asserting 

that  the  bombing  of  Germany  by  the  Allies 
is  "a  punishment  from  God"  are  being 
widely  distributed  in  Berlin,  according  to 
reports  reaching  here  from  the  German 
capital. 

Being  circulated  surreptitiously,  the  let- 
ters quote  passages  from  the  Bible  to  prove 
that  the  bombings  are  not  due  primarily  to 
British  and  American  air  squadrons,  but 
are  a  means  through  which  God  is  severely 
punishing  the  German  people. 

Several  German  newspapers  have  warned 
that  it  is  a  political  offense  to  print  or 
circulate  such  letters,  and  have  urged  re- 
cipients to  deliver  them  immediately  to  local 
authorities.  The  letters  bear  no  identifica- 
tion except  the  words,  "True  Christian 
Sect" 

The  reaction  of  many  German  people  to 
repeated  bombardments  has  been  to  turn 
increasingly  toward  religion  for  comfortj 
and  churches  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try are  reported  crowded  with  visitors. 

Missionaries.  There  are  thirty-nine 
Protestant  missionaries  still  in  Japan,  some 
of  them  in  internment  camps  and  some  of 
them  relatively  free  to  carry  on  their 
ministries,  according  to  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sions Council  of  North  America. 

Of  this  total,  ten  are  Germans,  seven  are 
Fins,  six  or  British,  one  is  Canadian,  and 
fifteen  are  Americans.  The  Germans  and 
Finns  are  free,  for  Japan  is  not  at  war 
with  their  nations. 
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Subject  for  group  discussion: 

HOW  CAN  WE  BE  HAPPY? 

^^  Q.oJie/d  Gai^pa^  ^udnen, 

•  Questions  and  Scripture  references: 

1.  Is  happiness  a  right,  a  gift  or  an  attainment?     (Psalm  128  :1,  2) 

2.  Is  it  better  to  get  happiness  or  to  give  it?     (Acts  20:35) 

3.  Has  happiness  any  relation  to  goodness?     (Psalm  1;  Psalm  144:15) 

4.  What  are  somite  of  the  gateways  to  happiness  that  Jesus  pointed  out?     (Mat- 
thew 5  :3-12) 

5.  Can  we  have  the  fullest  joy  without  giving   God  a  place  in  our  lives? 
(Psalm  16:11) 


•  Resource  material: 

HOW  can  we  be  happy?  It  is  a  good 
question  to  ask  because  we  all  face  it, 
and  we  are  unhappy  if  we  cannot  find  an 
answer  to  it.  Unhappiness,  as  you  long 
ago  discovered,  will  lower  your  morale 
and  decrease  your  efficiency  in  the  service. 
So  this  is  a  very  practical  question  to 
consider. 

The  first  thing  to  face  when  you  look  at 
this  question  is  the  fact  that  happiness  is 
not  a  free  gift  from  outside  you.  It  is 
something  that  you  usually  make  or  fail 
to  make  for  yourself. 

Many  of  you  were  too  young  to  see  a 
great  motion  picture  that  was  made  nearly 
twenty  years  ago.  It  was  "The  Thief  of 
Bagdad,"  in  which  the  older  Douglas  Fair- 
banks was  a  dashing  star.  In  my  memory 
now  it  is  a  dim  mosaic  of  flying  carpets 
and  bedouin  sheiks. 

But  one  scene  I  shall  never  forget  if  I 
live  to  pass  the  century  mark.  It  was  a 
brilliant  night  sky  studded  with  an  unnum- 
bered galax)''  of  gleaming  stars.  And  the 
thing  that  shines  the  clearest  out  of  that 


glowing  scene  is  this :  some  of  the  stars 
that  gleamed  there  so  majestically  were 
spelling  out  words  against  the  purple  cur- 
tain of  the  night  sky,  and  these  were  the 
w^ords :  "Happiness  must  he  earned." 

Those  words  have  challenged  me  many 
times.  And  I  wish  I  could  so  fix  them  in 
your  mind  that  3'ou  too  would  never  forget 
their  magic  and  their  truth. 

Happiness  Must  Be  Worked  For 

You  want  to  be  happy?  Very  well,  you 
can  be !  But  do  not  expect  it  always  to  be 
easy.  For  happiness  is  a  thing  you  must 
get  down  and  work  for.  Your  corporal  or 
your  captain  or  your  ensign  or  your  lieu- 
tenant-commander cannot  put  it  into  your 
lap.     You  must  earn  it  for  yourself. 

Because  the  attainment  of  happiness  is 
not  easy,  the  world  is  filled  with  unhappy 
people.  You  find  them  everywhere,  in  the 
service  and  out  of  it. 

Perhaps  you  have  thought  you  would 
just  wake  up  some  morning  and  find  hap- 
piness, with  your  name  on  it,  waiting  for 
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you— as  you  used  to  find  things  in  your 
Christmas  stocking.  But  happiness  hasn't 
showed  up  yet.  And  now  maybe  yoju've 
begun  to  believe  that,  hke  Santa  Claus, 
happiness  exists  only  in  fancy.  That's 
where  you're  wrong.  The  trouble  was,  you 
hadn't  played  Santa  for  others.  That  is 
how  you  will  find  your  own  stocking  filled. 

"Rap^mQZB  in  Unexpected  Ways 

Old  Scrooge  learned  about  the  attain- 
ment of  happiness  via  the  hard  way,  you 
recall.  His  gnarled  old  fingers  had  been 
so  busy  gathering  in  that  his  heart  had 
become  a  dim  sort  of  dungeon  out  of  which 
little  light  could  come  for  others.  Then  a 
horrible  dream  threw  light  into  the  bleak- 
ness and  the  gnarled  fingers  began  to  work, 
not  for  Scrooge  who  had  enough,  but  foir 
ethers  who  didn't.  Then  Scrooge  was  as 
happy  as  a  captain  who  had  just  got  his 
oak  leaf. 

Happiness  comes  sometimes  in  unex- 
pected ways,  but  almost  always  w^ien  we 
are  not  out  to  get  it  at  all.  Did  you  see  the 
top  sergeant  stepping  down  the  company 
street  yesterday  with  a  strange  light  in 
his  eyes?  He  forgot  to  bawl  out  a  rookie 
when  he  saw  the  kid's  lips  quiver  with 
homesickness,  and  it  was  really  very  easy 
j  ust  to  walk  over  and  straighten  the  piece 
on  his  shoulder  without  scaring  the  kid 
white. 

The  look  of  mute  gratitude  in  that 
private's  eyes  looked  almost  like  worship, 
and  any  non-com  would  step  a  little  faster 
afterward. 

You  don't  know  how  proud  your  mother 
looks  in  that  Red  Cross  uniform  she  may 
have  donned  since  you  left.  It  has  stamped 
her  as  a  person  of  importance.  Her  life 
now  is  more  than  a  round  of  dishes  and 
darning  and  bridge.  Her  spirit  has  been 
lifted,  and  there  is  a  new  wistfulness  in  her 
shining  eyes  when  she  passes  a  child  on  the 
street.     For  sometimes  the  face  that  looks 


up  into  hers  is  strangely  like  the  features 
of  the  tattered  little  fellow  on  the  poster 
in  the  Red  Cross  workroom. 

When  the  major's  wife  turned  to  your 
mother  yesterday  as  they  worked  and  asked 
her  why  she  v/as  smiling,  she  started  in 
surprise.  She  didn't  know  she  was  smiling. 
She  said  she  guessed  she  was  just  happy. 

And  she  zuas  happy,  for  she  was  helping 
others.  She  had  got  her  mind  away  from 
herself  and  she  was  not  thinking  of  trying 
to  be  happy  at  all.  She  didn't  realize  that 
by  giving  herself  to  others  she  was  feeding 
her  own  hungry  heart  with  the  very  best 
vitamins  she  could  have  taken. 

It  miay  seem  very  strange,  but  our  hap- 
piness is  not  so  much  a  gift,  or  something 
that  somebody  else  owes  us,  as  it  is  a  thing 
that  we  find  or  make  for  ourselves.  And 
sometimes  we  find  it  when  we  have  the 
least  expectation  that  it  is  anywhere  around. 

But  if  you  want  to  learn  how  to  be  happy, 
it  will  be  wise  to  consult  the  Great  Teacher. 
One  day  He  gave  a  list  of  ways  to  be 
happy.  We  call  that  list  "the  Beatitudes." 
Remember  them? 

Finders  of  Happiness 

"Happy  (or  blessed)  are  the  poor  in 
spirit  .  .  .  they  that  mourn  .  .  .  the  meek 
.  .  .  they  which  do  hunger  and  thirst  after 
righteousness  .  .  .  the  merciful  .  .  .  the  pure 
in  heart  .  .  .  the  peacemakers  .  .  .  they 
which  are  persecuted  for  righteousness' 
sake." 

These  groups  listed  by  Jesus  as  the 
finders  of  happiness  are  a  motley  crowd, 
surely.  And  they  walk  toward  happiness 
through  narrow  and  unpretentious  and 
sometimes  painful  gateways.  There  is  no 
tinsel  there.  No  bands  are  playing  and  no 
banners  are  waving  proudly.  For  the 
passwords  at  those  gates  are  humility  and 
sorrow  and  meekness  and  longing  to  be 
good ;  they  are  mercy  and  purity  and  peace- 
making   and    suffering    under    the    terrific 
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desert  heat  of   persecution  for  the  things 
that  are  right 

It  is  not  easy,  soldier,  to  walk  through 
any  of  those  gates.  And  some  of  them  you 
will  not  be  expected  to  search  out  for 
yourself.  But  if  you  find  yourself  facing 
even  the  hardest  of  them,  remember  that 
!  happiness  can  be  just  beyond,  if  you  keep 
your  chin  up  and  your  chest  out  and  keep 
walking. 

Happiness  and  Goodness  Related 

Probably  you  will  reach  a  kind  of  gener- 
alization   as    you    look    over    that    list    of 
.  Beatitudes,  and  maybe  it's  something  like 
'  this :    Happiness    is    definitely    related    to 
,  goodness.    Why  not?     Something  is  wrong 
I  at  the  very  heart  of  the  universe  if  there 
,  is    not    a    very    real    connection    between 
goodness  and  happiness.    It  may  not  always 
j  be  apparent  in  this  life,  but  if  sometimes 
one  seems  separated  from  the  other  here 
we  can  still  be  confident  that  eternity  will 
right   the  uneven   scales.     And   I    suspect 
that  the  connection  in  this  life  is  more  real 
than  we  are  sometimes  able  to  see. 

If  you  doubt  that,  please  remember  that 
happiness  is  not  a  frothy  thing,  nor  does  it 
always  lie  close  to  the  surface.  You  must 
have  known  someone  who  was  really  very 
happy  who  did  not  impress  you  with  any 


great  elation.  Our  temperaments  are  dif- 
ferent. Your  buddy  may  rave  over  some- 
thing that  you  take  quite  calmly.  And  long 
after  he  has  thrown  his  hat  into  the  air 
with  a  w^hoop,  you  may  still  be  quietly 
proud  and  happy  within  but  without  any- 
body suspecting  it. 

Such  a  picture  of  the  happiness  of  a  good 
man  may  be  found  in  the  first  Psalm.  He 
grows  quietly,  like  a  stately  tree,  and  he 
has  something  to  show  for  his  growth,  and 
his  roots  are  deep  and  steadfast. 

You  will  be  able  to  recall  more  than  one 
life  that  has  impressed  you  with  being 
truly  happy.  And  deep  down  in  your  heart 
you  know  that  being  decent  and  good  and 
kindly,  in  uncounted  ways,  has  blessed  that 
life  with  happiness.  Your  mother,  your 
father,  a  brother  or  a  sister  or  numerous 
friends — they  stand  like  stately  trees  that 
have  given  kindly  shade  and  fruit  to  others 
about  them. 

You  will  agree  w4th  me,  I  am  sure,  that 
no  man  or  woman  comes  to  experience  the 
fullest  possible  happiness  imtil  a  central 
place  in  that  life  is  given  to  God.  We 
simply  cannot  live  at  our  best  without  Him. 
Many  have  tried  it  But  there  is  no  escap- 
ing the  fact  that  if  we  are  to  be  our  best 
— and  our  happiest — we  must  put  Him  at 
the  center  of  our  life. 


»  Back  in  the  days  of  German-Italian  "unity"  a  young  lady,  her  mother,  an 
Italian  officer  and  a  Nazi  trooper  were  riding  in  the  compartment  of  an  Italian 
train  which  went  through  a  tunnel.  As  soon  as  darkness  enveloped  the  car,  a 
kiss  was  heard — followed  by  a  hard  slap. 

When  the  train  emerged  into  sunlight,  the  passengers'  thoughts  were  these: 
(1)  The  Nazi — "Those  mad,  romantic  Latins.  How  dare  he  kiss  that  girl  I 
How  cowardly,  to  try  it  only  in  the  dark !"  .  .  .  (2)  The  young  lady — "The  nerve 
of  him,  trying  to  kiss  my  mother !  I'm  glad  she  was  able  to  defend  herself"  .  .  . 
(3)  The  mother — "So  they'd  kiss  my  daughter,  eh?  Well,  I  raised  her  properly, 
and  I'm  glad  she  took  proper  action"  .  .  .  (4)  The  Italian — "It  was  worth  kissing 
my  hand,  just  for  the  opportunity  of  slappin  that  German!" — Leonard  Lyons. 
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FOR      THE      SECOND      WEEK      OF      THE      MONTH 


Subject  for  group  discussion: 

WATCH  OUT  FOR  THE  GREMUNS! 

•  Questions  and  Scripture  references:  ' 

1.  Where  zvould  yoit  look  for  Scriptural  pictures  of  indecision?     (I  Kings   J 
18  :21 ;  Mark  15  :9-15  ;  Acts  26 :28 ;  James  1 :6-8) 

2.  In  what  parable  did  Jesus  portray  the  dangers  of  procrasfinaiionf     (Mat- 
thew 25:2-13) 

3.  Describe  some  of  the  results  of  laziness.     (Proverbs   18:9;   19:15;  20:4; 
24:30-34;  Ecclesiastes  10:18) 

4.  How  do  faith  and  character  affect  our  courage f     (Psalm  56:3;  Proverbs 
28:1) 

5.  How  insidious  and  how  deadly  is  immorality  f     (Matthew  5:27,  28;   II 
Timothy  2 :22 ;  James  1 :12-15  ;  I  Peter  2 :11 ;  I  John  2 :16) 


•  Resource  material: 

THE  gremlins  will  get  you  if  you  don't 
watch  out!  The  goblins  never  did,  for 
they  lived  only  in  song  and  fancy.  They 
were  to  the  realm  of  make-believe  what 
the  runty  little  gnomes  are  to  our  lawns 
in  summer. 

But  the  gremlins — it  is  different  with 
them.  They  will  get  you,  and  soon,  if  you 
don't  watch  out. 

No,  I  don't  mean  the  little  creatures  that 
thrust  their  thumbs  into  your  instrument 
panel  at  night  when  you  are  over  Berlin, 
or  meddle  with  your  gyrocompass  when 
your  torpedo  boat  is  driving  hard  for  some 
coral  beach  in  the  South  Pacific. 

I  mean  their  big  brothers,  the  full-grown, 
older  gremlins  that  almost  got  you  yester- 
day, though  you  didn't  see  them.  They 
torment  you  at  will.  They  are  persistent, 
and  dangerous. 

There  is,  first,  the  gremlin  whose  name 
is  INDECISION.  He  will  catch  you  to- 
morrow if  he  didn't  today.  He  will  bring 
you  squarely  to  a  crossroads,  where  one 
sign  points  to  the  left  and  another  to  the 
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right.  Then,  instead  of  letting  you  go 
either  way,  he  will  urge  you  to  slump  down 
for  a  rest,  to  think  it  over.  He  will  keep 
you  so  distracted,  by  one  ruse  or  another, 
that  it  will  be  easier  to  sit  than  to  get  up 
and  go.  And  so  he  blocks  your  progress. 
That  is  all  he  wants.  He  heads  the  first 
wave  of  attacking   saboteurs. 

The  Gremlin  That  Got  Hitler 

He  got  Hitler  just  after  Dunkirk.  Re- 
member? The  great  Schickelgruber  could 
not  quite  make  up  his  mind  whether  to 
strike  across  the  channel  at  England  in 
that  hour  of  bloody  triumph,'  or  to  wait 
until  his  hunches  caught  up  with  him.  And 
while  he  waited  on  his  haunches  for  his 
hunches,  a  golden  hour  passed — forever. 

Hitler  now  would  give  half  of  his  oc- 
cupied countries — ^and  all  of  his  hunches — 
if  he  could  go  back  and  slay  this  pesky 
little  gremlin  Indecision  that  caught  him 
squarely  between  the  eyes  as  neatly  as 
David  caught  Goliath. 

But  this  gremlin  is  not  slain  yet.    And  he 
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has  you  on  his  list.  Watch  out!  He  is  a 
bad  fellow  to  have  at  your  elbow  when  an 
enemy  bayonet  glistens  in  the  moonlight 
just  ahead  of  you.  He  is  a  bad  fellow  to 
have  around  you  at  any  time ! 

GTemlin  "Procrastination" 

And  Indecision  has  a  twin  brother,  as 
ugly  as  he  and  as  weak  in  the  knees.  His 
name  is  PROCRASTINATION.  Just 
when  you  should  make  a  decision  on  some 
important  matter,  or  go  into  action  on  some 
pressing  deed,  he  will  persuade  you  to  wait. 
And  if  you  4o  wait,  he  will  come  again 
tomorrow  to  whisper  another  and  a  louder 
word  of  caution  and  delay,  to  urge  you  to 
wait  still  longer. 

And  if  he  really  has  his  way  with  you, 
he  will  never  let  you  act  That  is  his  ob- 
jective, and  he  plans  it  as  carefully  as  an 
admiral  lays  plans  for  a  task  force. 

This  gremlin  sabotaged  the  German  ad- 
vance upon  Paris  in  World  War  I.  When 
the  almost  victorious  Germans  were  ready 
to  swoop  down  upon  the  French  capital,  he 
persuaded  the  German  commander  that  the 
victorious  entry  could  wait  just  a  few 
hours.  But  it  waited  longer  than  that — so 
much  longer  that  it  was  almost  a  quarter 
of  a  century  before  other  German  generals, 
aided  by  saboteurs,  rode  in  triumph  into  Paris. 

This  gremlin  almost  got  you  yesterday  at 
inspection.  Fortunately,  however,  you  had 
cleaned  your  rifle  so  well  that  the  captain 
slammed  it  back  into  your  hands  with  a 
look  of  surprise  or  even  commendation. 

But  watch  out  for  the  shiftless  father  of 
these  twins.  His  name  is  LAZINESS.  He 
lulls  you  into  a  kind  of  half-doze,  putting 
you  into  a  condition  of  being  asleep  with- 
out knowing  it 

Perhaps  he  got  you  into  trouble  yester- 
lay  when  you  were  unprepared  in  class. 
And  Tuesday  he  kept  you  from  shining 
i^our  shoes,  and  you  had  to  go  on  K.  P. 
romorrow  he  may  keep  you  from   being 


on  your  toes  in  bayonet  drill,  and  you  may 
not  quite  master  the  technique.  Some  day 
your  association  with  him  may  cost  you 
your  life. 

This  gremlin  whose  name  is  Laziness  is 
just  that  bad. 

Now  watch  out  for  another  gremlin  who 
is  called  INSUBORDINATION.  He  has 
led  the  unwary  to  court-martial  and  to  the 
guardhouse  and  even  to  the  firing  squad. 
He  has  no  business  on  a  parade  ground  or 
on  a  drill-field — or  anywhere  else  in  the 
service. 

He  is  deadly  when  he  gets  on  the  bridge 
of  a  ship  or  at  any  post  where  lives  depend 
upon  the  faithful  execution  of  orders.  Shun 
him  as  you  would  shun  death  itself.  For 
he  walks  hand  in  hand  with  defeat  and  de- 
struction and  death  when  men  take  their 
stations  for  battle.  Insubordination  is  the 
first  step  toward  being  a  traitor  to  com- 
rades and  country,  and  to  dear  ones  at 
home. 

Gremlin   "Fear" 

Another  gremlin  with  power  to  embar- 
rass and  slay  you  is  FEAR.  He  walks 
haltingly,  looking  furtively  behind  him  to 
see  what  danger  is  about  to  beset  him  next. 
He  slinks  along  with  suspicious  eyes  for 
every  strange  object,  and  he  shivers  at 
every  sudden  sound.  He  has  a  chronic 
case  of  the  jitters.  He  dies  unnumbered 
deaths.  Shun  him  as  you  would  shun 
leprosy.  He  causes  a  higher  death  rate 
than  any  disease  known  to  medical  science. 

This  old  reprobate  is  bad  company  for 
anyone  who  wears  his  country's  uniform. 
Rank  and  rating  mean  nothing  to  his  prac- 
ticed eye.  He  levels  privates  and  appren- 
tice seamen  and  generals  and  kings  with 
identically  the  same  weapons  and  with  the 
same  tactics. 

Over  tVk^enty-two  centuries  ago,  at  the 
Battle  of  Arbela,  one  of  the  decisive  battles 
of  history,   Alexander  the   Great  attacked 
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the  superior  forces  of  the  mighty  Persian 
empire  under  Darius.  The  Macedonian 
was  battling  the  Persian  for  the  domiiiion 
cf  Asia.  Alexander  hurled  wave  after 
wave  of  cavalry  and  infantry  against  the 
Persians  until  his  victory  was  sure. 

Down  Went  Daiius! 

Then  the  gremlin  Fear  drew  a  poisoned 
arrow  straight  at  the  heart  of  the  great 
Darius,  who  wheeled  his  charger  and  clat- 
tered across  the  bridge  that  separated  the 
field  of  battle  from  his  own  realm..  But 
Darius  discovered,  as  many  a  lesser  soldier 
has  found,  that  flight  is  no  synonym  for 
safety.  He  was  killed  by  one  of  his  own 
henchmen. 

Darius,  however,  had  no  such  armor  as 
you  may  gird  yourself  with — such  armor 
as  no  Persian  armorer  could  forge.  Turn 
to  Psalm  56,  the  third  verse,  if  you  wish 
to  read  about  it:  "What  time  I  am  afraid, 
I  will  trust  in  Thee."    Try  that! 

Never  forget  this:  you  may  not  be  able 
to  keep  your  knees  steady  when  your  zero 
hour  comes  ;  many  brave  soldiers  have  had 
that  embarrassment.  But  you  can  go  for- 
ward with  set  lips  and  steeled  will,  in  spite 
of  wobbly  knees,  if  you  will  remember  two 
things. 

The  first  is  that  you  are  responsible  not 
only  for  your  own  safety  but  also  for  the 
safety  of  your  comrades.  If  you  run  away, 
it  may  cost  the  life  of  a  buddy  whose  life 
you  should  help  to  guard  because  he  is  help- 
ing to  guard  yours. 

And  the  other  thing  to  remember  is  that 
you  can  call  upon  God  for  strength — and 
get  it — so  that  you  can  be  brave  in  the  face 
of  danger  or  death.  Jesus  was.  No 
coward's  words  escaped  His  lips,  either 
in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  or  on  the 
cross  on  Calvary. 

Now  let  me  warn  you  against  another 
gremlin — a.  vicious  little  rascal  whose  name 
is  IRRELIGION.    He  is  as  wicked  as  he 


is  dangerous. 

He  laughs  loudly  when  he  sees  a  man 
going  to  chapel  or  to  the  S.M.C.L.  meet- 
ings. He  sneers  when  a  man  prays.  He 
nudges  you  in  the  ribs  when  you  start  to 
read  your  New  Testament  with  the  other 
fellows  looking  on.  He  cackles  in  derision 
if  he  sees  you  walk  away  from  a  smutty 
story.  He  holds  his  pudgy  little  sides  in 
mirth  when  you  refrain  from  profanity. 

He  tolerates  human  speech  that  reeks 
like  the  stench  of  a  cesspool,  because  he  is 
not  accustomed  to  come  before  God  with 
clean  lips.  ^ 

He  believes  in  Fate  but  not  in  God.  The 
old  Psalmist  had  his  number  centuries  ago : 
"The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart,  There  is 
no  God." 

The  Filthiest  of  the  Lot 

Last  comes  the  filthiest  gremlin  of  the 
lot.  His  name  is  IMMORALITY.  He 
likes  to  hear  you  use  lewd  language.  He 
points  to  the  apparent  popularity  of  the 
smuttiest  fellows  in  your  outfit  and  tells 
you  that  you  are  a  fool  to  hold  fast  to 
ideals  of  moral  decency.  He  avers  that 
anyone  who  keeps  himself  morally  clean 
these  days  is  a  sissy.  He  dares  you  to 
enter  a  den  of  vice  just  once  and  see  for 
yourself  what  it's  like.  He  reminds  you 
that  the  folks  back  home  will  never  know, 
and  that  no  record  is  kept  of  prophylactic 
treatments.  He  urges  you  to  be  a  sport — 
forgetting  that  to  be  a  gentleman,  loyal  to 
your  loved  ones  who  believe  in  ypu,  is  far 
better. 

All  the  other  gremlins  are  trifling  and 
slovenly  and  unsoldierly  in  bearing  and  in 
conduct,  but  this  fellow  inflicts  the  deepest 
wounds  of  the  lot. 

Keep  this  gremlin's  hands  off  the  stick 
when  you  are  soloing,  or  he  will  eventually 
pull  you  into  a  tailspin  from  which  you  can 
never  pull  out  nor  bail  out !  | 

Watch  out  for  these  gremlins!  \ 

\ 
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FOR   THE   THIRD   WEEK   OF   THE   MONTH 


Subject  for  group  discussion: 

YOUn  MOWEY  ANB  YOUR  LIFE 

•  Questions  and  Scripture  references : 

1.  Where  will  you  find  a  recognition  of  frugality  and  zvise  spending  in  the 
Bible r    (Isaiah  55:2) 

2.  What  is  the  danger  of  wealth  for  wealth's  sake?     (I  Timothy  6:10) 

3.  What  lessons  do  you  find  in  the  Parable  of  the  Talents f     (Matthew  25  :14- 
30) 

4.  What  bearing  does  charity  have  on  Christian  living?     (Luke  11 :41 ;  He- 
brews 13:16;  James  1:27;  2:14-18,  24,  26;  I  John  3:17) 

5.  Where  will  you  fi}id  a  Scriptural  basis  for  proportionate  giving  to  God's 
work?     (Genesis  14:20;  28:16-22;  Malachi  3:8-12;  Matthew  23:23) 


•  Resource  material: 

SOMEONE  may  well  say  to  you,  "Tell 
me  what  you  do  with  your  money  and 
I  shall  tell  j^ou  what  3^ou  are."  That 
might  sound  like  an  overstatement,  but  it 
would  be  surprisingly  close  to  the  truth, 
just  as  it  is  true  that  your  favorite  drink 
and  your  favorite  foods  tell  your  friends 
much  about  your  background  and  your 
tastes  and  your  health. 

There  is,  for  example,  the  man  who 
spends  his  money  on  gambling  and  loose 
women.  He  is  making  a  sure  investment — 
in  regrets — regrets  that  often  pay  cumula- 
tive dividends  in  dishonor  and  misery.  And 
he  is  publishing  things  about  himself  that 
he  w^ould  not  want  anyone  else  to  tell. 

His  buddy  is  more  careful.  He  spends 
his  earnings  on  knickknacks  and  little  things 
that  in  themselves  are  not  harmful.  But  he 
spends  all  he  earns.  Before  the  next  pay- 
day he  is  flat  broke,  and  attempts  to  make 
I  up  his  deficits  by  borrowing  from  lenient 
and  wiser  friends.    He  is  courting  disaster. 

I  well  remember  a  corporal  in  World 
jWar  I  who  borrowed  heavily  from  friends 
ho  he  could  have  a  really  good  time  on  a 


furlough  in  southern  France.  Unless  the 
others  were  more  fortunate  than  I,  he 
never  got  around  to  pay  them  back.  He 
confessed  to  me  one  day  several  years  later 
that  he  had  never  been  quite  able  to  find 
himself  after  the  war.  Was  that  surpris- 
ing, or  was  it  the  quite  natural  outcome  of 
loose  habits  in  the  matter  of  money? 

Perhaps  you  are  the  buddy  who  treats 
the  crowd.  You  like  it.  So  do  they.  But 
they  also  feel  obligated  to  spend  more  than 
they  otherwise  would.  They  will  not  let 
you  outdo  them  in  generosity  and  in  good 
fellowship. 

Result?  The  canteen  or  the  post  ex- 
change does  a  flourishing  business,  and 
there  are  new  recruits  in  the  vast  army  of 
the  good  spenders,  but  they  lay  by  less  and 
less  for  a  rainy  day.  And  when  the  rains 
come  and  the  torrents  descend,  they  think 
wistfully  of  many  little  things  and  wish 
they  had  saved  their  cost. 

What  many  a  man  or  woman  in  the 
service  should  realize  is  that  spending 
habits  for  life  are  being  formed  in  these 
days    of    your    common    fellowship    now. 
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Tastes  are  being  molded  for  life.  A  sense 
of  values  is  being  established,  and  some 
spending  habits  will  be  difficult  to  unlearn. 

What  will  your  spending  habits  and  your 
tastes  be,  as  judged  by  the  things  you  are 
buying  now  to  drink  and  eat  and  enjoy? 

Most  of  us  are  inclined  to  make  light  of 
frugality  as  an  outmoded  virtue.  But  at 
least  the  frugal  and  the  thrifty,  and  all 
those  who  buy  with  a  view  to  getting  their 
money's  worth,  are  likely  to  have  some- 
thing tomorrow.  They  are  rarely  in  the 
clutches  of  the  loan  sharks  and  the  pawn 
brokers.  And  that  is  something  to  excite 
our  envy  or  our  respect. 

Another  thing  for  you  to  remember  is 
that  the  shrewdest  business  men  in  America 
today  are  wondering  what  sort  of  world 
you  will  come  back  to,  and  how  soon  you 
may  be  able  to  get  a  job — and  what  sort  of 
job  it  will  be. 

How  About  a  Postwat  Ne$t-Egg? 

Do  not  overlook  this  fact :  if  you  have  a 
nest-egg  laid  by  in  the  bank  or  in  war 
bonds,  you  will  not  be  at  the  mercy  of  the 
first  man  who  may  look  you  over  and  decide 
grudgingly  that  he  may  be  able  to  use 
you — at  his  price — and  in  the  job  he  thinks 
you  might  fill. 

And  you  will  not  be  so  likely  to  have  a 
comfortable  backlog  in  money  or  bonds  if 
you  are  now  spending  all  you  earn. 

Don't  be  afraid  to  carry  a  money  belt, 
and  don't  be  ashamed  to  use  it  between 
trips  to  the  bank  or  the  money  order  win- 
dow. 

Do  not  overlook  the  advantages  which 
Hfe  insurance  affords  as  an  opporttinity  to 
build  an  estate  that  it  would  take  years  of 
patient  saving  to  provide.  You  can  buy 
insurance  now  cheaper  than  you  can  ever 
get  it  later.  A  policy  purchased  now,  while 
you  know  you  are  insurable,  would  be  a 
wise  investment.  Insurability  does  not  al- 
ways last. 


Not  only  is  your  use  of  money  an  index 
to  your  business  sagacity  and  even  to  your 
character,  but  it  also  throws  light  upon 
your  religious  sincerity  and  maturity. 

Many  of  you  service  men  and  women 
have  come  out  of  churches  which  have  been 
a  moral  and  a  religious  safeguard  for  you 
since  the  days  w^ien  you  were  cutting  your 
first  teeth. 

Doing  Right  by  the  Home  Chuich 

You  found  religious  inspiration  and  moral 
nurture  and  guidance  in  a  youth  organiza- 
tion, such  as  Christian  Endeavor,  the 
B.  Y.  P.  U.,  the  Epworth  League  or  the 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,  and  this  or- 
ganization was  mothered  by  the  church  in 
which  you  were  baptized. 

Has  it  never  occurred  to  you  that  you 
have  a  debt  now  to  that  church?  One  of 
the  finest  things  you  could  do  this  year  is 
to  send  a  contribution  to  the  church  which 
mothered  you  and  now  carries  your  name 
proudly  on  its  Roll  of  Honor. 

What  amount  should  you  send  to  your 
home  church?  Judge  that  for  yourself, 
but  try  to  proportion  it  fairly  to  what  you 
spend  for  other  things,  some  of  them  rather 
doubtful  in  value. 

One  young  man  in  the  U.  S.  Army,  with 
the  help  of  his  fiancee,  helped  to  educate  a 
young  native  preacher  in  India,  who  today 
is  probably  among  the  religious  leaders  of 
that  mass  of  millions  who  move  toward  a 
dawn  that  cannot  be  held  back. 

If  you  wish  to  have  suggestions  for 
sharing  yourself,  through  your  money,  with 
others  who  need  your  help,  ask  your  chap- 
lain or  your  pastor  at  home  for  suggestions. 

Perhaps  your  pastor  knows  of  a  yoimg 
fellow  who  can  stay  in  high  school  only 
if  his  widowed  mother  has  a  small  weekly 
aid  in  money.  A  few  dollars  out  of  your 
spending  money  would  help  tremendously  I 
in  such  a  home.  And  that  lad  would  gladly  | 
pay  you  back,  or  pass  it  on  to  aid  someone  j 
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else  in  similar  circumstances — ^as  a  kind  of 
living  endowment  that  would  pay  dividends 
beyond  many  of  the  uses  that  you  may  now 
be  making  of  your  money! 

Perhaps  your  chaplain  knows  that  one 
of  your  comrades  is  worrying  because  he 
knows  his  allotment  is  not  sufficient  for  his 
dear  ones  at  home.  You  could  send  a  con- 
tribution, through  your  chaplain — anony- 
mously, if  you  so  wish — that  would  lighten 
the  burden  of  that  home  and  lift  your 
buddy's  efficiency  and  his  morale. 

Some  men  believe  so  strongly  in  these 
things  that  they  set  aside  a  definite  propor- 
tion of  their  income  for  such  helpfulness  in 
cases  of  need  and  for  the  support  of  their 
church  or  other  religious  and  charitable 
work. 

They  call  themselves  Christian  stewards, 
and  they  trace  their  practice  to  Abraham, 
one  of  the  greatest  and  wisest  men  of  the 
Old  Testament,  who  promised  God  one- 
tenth  of  all  the  wealth  he  might  acquire. 
He  prospered  greatly,  for  God  blessed  all 
his  undertakings. 

Sharing  Your  Money  With  God 

Some  of  the  outstanding  Christian  busi- 
ness men  in  America  have  followed  this 
practice  of  tithing,  and  have  counted  it  a 
vital  part  of  their  Christian  privilege. 
-  These  men  point  out  that  we  are  simply 
J  stewards   of  whatever  material   things   we 


receive  in  life.  Jesus  apparently  taught 
this  in  the  Parable  of  the  Talents  (which 
really  should  be  called  the  Parable  of  the 
Stewards)  and  He  commended  those  who 
were  faithful  to  their  stewardship. 

Making  Money  Talk  Religiously 

Long  ago  I  discovered  this :  if  we  recog- 
nize God  in  our  use  of  money,  we  derive 
the  double  satisfaction  that  comes  from 
helping  others  and  from  knowing  that  our 
religion  is  not  a  m.atter  of  words  and 
words  alone. 

Before  the  coming  of  Christ,  the  prophet 
Malachi  conveyed  the  divine  promise  that 
God  would  open  the  windows  of  heaven  to 
those  who  brought  the  tenth  of  their  ma- 
terial means  into  His  storehouse. 

When  you  and  I  give  God  a  share  of  our 
money,  we  thereby  admit  ourselves  into  the 
great  Christian  fellowship  of  those  who 
know  they  have  not  shut  God  out  of  any 
door  into  their  lives. 

If  we  let  Him  have  free  entrance  into 
most  of  the  doors  of  our  lives,  yet  bar  Him 
from  entering  the  place  where  we  keep 
our  money,  we  set  limits  to  the  joy  we 
can  experience  as  Christians.  We  do  more 
than  that — we  deny  others  the  lift  that 
would  bring  joy  both  to  us  and  to  them. 

Tell  me  what  you  do  with  your  money 
and  I  can  tell  you  what  sort  of  Christian 
vou  are! 
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THE  LINK,  in  conformity  with  the  expressed  wish  of  our  readers  for  more  fiction,  is  now 
in  the  marlcet  for  short  stories — and  is  prepared  to  pay  for  them  I 
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MANUSCRIPTS  must   be  typewritten,   or   legibly  hand-written,   on  one  side  of 
paper  only.     Enclose  self-addressed  envelope  for  reply. 

STORIES  submitted  should  be  based  on  themes  of  general  interest  to  men  and  women  in 
service.  Religious  emphasis  or  background  desired  but  not  demanded.  Must  be  dramatic 
in  plot,  strong  in  character,  entertaining  in  style.     Service  locale  is  preferred, 
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FOR   THE   FOURTH   WEEK  OF  THE   MONTH 


Subject  for  group  discussion: 

LOi^ELINESS— WHAT  TO  »0  AUOIJT  IT? 

•  Questions  and  Scripture  references: 

1.  How  abnormal  is  man's  loneliness f     (Genesis  2:18) 

2.  Are    there   not    times   when    our   loneliness    is    more    fancied    than   real? 
(Romans  11 :3) 

3.  How  did  Moses  assure  Joshua  of  God's  constant  presence?     (Deuteroncmv 
31 :6-8)  ^ 

4.  What  is  the  perennial  promise  of  God  to  the  lonely?     (Joshua  1:5;  He- 
brews 13:5) 

5._  What  clue  did  Jesus  give  us  as  to  hozu  we  might  always  be  certain^  of 
having  God's  constant  presence  with  us?     (John  8 :29) 


•  Resource  material: 

10NELINESS  is  one  of  the  most  severe 
i  difficulties  which  you  in  the  service 
face.  It  is  not  because  you  are  really 
alone;  there  are  plenty  of  people  about 
you.  But  they  are  strange  or  unfriendly 
or  unsympathetic.  They  are  not  your  dear 
ones  whom  you,  now  more  than  ever  in 
your  life  before  perhaps,  long  to  see. 

Friends  and  loved  ones  may  not  have 
written  recently,  and  you  wonder  if  every- 
thing is  well  with  them.  So  you  worry. 
Or  they  have  written  to  you  and  it  has 
made  you  hungry  to  see  them.  So  your 
thoughts  turn  homeward,^  and  the  more 
you  think  of  home  and  dear  ones  there, 
the  more  you  want  to  be  with  them.  This 
becomes  what  we  call  "homesickness," 

You  don't  call  it  that,  except  in  your 
own  thoughts.  You  call  it  loneliness.  It 
is  no  laughing  matter,  as  you  have  found 
out. 

But  what  can  you  do  about  it?  Because 
it  is  so  vital  to  your  happiness  and  morale 
and  efficiency,  this  is  surely  a  question  for 
us  to  think  about  carefully. 

You  cannot  ignore  loneliness.    It  may  be 
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much  too  deep  and  too  painful  for  that. 
And  you  can't  afford,  for  the  sake  of  your 
own  peace  of  mind,  to  give  way  to  it. 
Despondency  only  makes  it  worse,  and 
tears  are  unthinkable.  The  thing  you  can 
do  is  to  face  your  difficulty,  diagnose  your 
malady,  and  treat  it  manfully. 

Company   for   Your   Misery 

First  of  all,  try  to  recognize  that  yours 
is  not  an  isolated  case.  Your  buddy  proba- 
bly has  it  just  as  severely.  But  he  isn't 
saying  anything  about  it.  You  aren't 
either.  But  you  can  read  the  signs  if  you 
watch  him  closely.  Then  you  will  find 
that  you  can  help  yourself  by  helping  him 
and  others. 

But  just  how  can  one  deal  with  loneli- 
ness ?  Let  me  suggest  two  ways :  you  can 
try  to  run  away  from  it,  or  you  can  try  to 
master  it  and  make  it  serve  you. 

Let  us  look  at  these  two  ways  more 
closely. 

First,  you  can  make  a  real  effort  to  run 
away  from  your  loneliness.  You  can  go 
to  a  good  movie  and  try  to  forget  yourself. 
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You  can  lose  yourself  in  a  good  book — a 
novel,  a  mystery  thriller,  or  even  an  ab- 
sorbing non-fiction  book.  You  may  find 
someone  else  to  talk  with.  You  may  do 
cross-word  puzzles.  Or  you  ma}'"  be  able 
to  listen  to  a  good  radio  program. 

You  can  go  for  a  stroll  down  the  com- 
pany street.  Count  the  number  of  friends 
you  me;et.  Tabulate  the  number  of  oak 
leaves  and  chickens  and  bars  and  chevrons. 
Watch  for  the  snappiest  salute. 

Make  It  Serve  You 

But  guard  against  one  thing.     Never  let 

Ij-our   loneliness   tempt   you  to  forget  your 

roubles  by  seeking  out  evil  pleasures,  for 

,,hey    will    only    increase    your    difficulties 

low  as  they  will  later  sear  your  conscience 

,nd  cloud  your  memory. 

.,   And  now  let  us  consider  how  you  may 

iace  your  loneliness  and  master  it  and  make 

:  do  some  service  for  you. 

Have  you  thought  how  men  have  made 

meliness  serve  them?     What  do  you  sup- 

ose  Galileo  did  with  his  time?     Do  you 

link  Thomas  A.  Edison  liked  to  have  a 

'owd  of  people  about  him  constantly?    Did 

•r.   Albert  Einstein  work  out   his   theory 

:   relativity   in  his    study   while   his   wife 

itertained    the    Linger-Longer    Ladies    in 

le  adjoining  room? 

I  Great  men  have  always  known  how  to 

ake  loneliness  work  for  them.     It  is  no 

rcident  that  some  of  the  world's  greatest 

ligious  leaders  have  come  out  of  silence 

ad  seclusion  to  speak  to  a  crowded  world. 

I  Moses   was   a  sheep-herder,   tending  the ' 

)cks   of   his    rich   father-in-law.      It   was 

ter  the  solitude  that  he  climbed  Mt.  Sinai 

i.d  came  back  again  to  the  jnultitudes  with 

'great  code  of  laws  for  their  governance. 

j  Before  he  played  for  royalty  and  before 

became  royalty,  the  boy  David  strummed 

5  harp  with  an  audience  of  sheep.    Alone 

der   the  wide   skies   he   found   time   for 

*at  thoughts. 


Oaniel  walked  with  great  men,  but  he 
made  time  to  slip  away  from  every  earthly 
comrade  and  kneel  alone  to  pray  to  his 
God  with  his  face  toward  Jerusalem.  He 
found  strength  and  courage  in  the  solitude, 
with  God. 

Jesus  slipped  away  from  the  crowds  on 
innumerable  occasions,  not  because  he  did 
not  like  them  but  because  he  wanted  to  be 
alone — with  God.  And  on  that  terrible 
night  when  he  wTestled  with  his  faith  and 
his  future  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane, 
He  made  the  silence  and  the  solitude  His 
allies.  He  could  talk  there  with  God.  And 
He  did. 

And  it  was  not  for  naught.  There  in  His 
loneliness  Jesus  found  strength  to  endure 
the  hollow  mockery  of  a  trial  and  then 
climb  that  awful  road  to  the  hilltop  of 
Calvary  and  a  pain-swept  tryst  with  God. 

Use  your  loneliness.  Make  it  a  time  to 
think  constructively  about  yourself,  your 
future,  your  hopes,  the  successes  you  will 
wring  from  the  tomorrows  when  peace 
shall  have  come  again. 

"Three  P's  in  a  Pod" 

Years  ago  a  great  lecturer  toured  this 
country  with  a  lecture  which  he  called 
"Three  P's  in  a  Pod."  The  three  P's  were 
Purpose,  Plan  and  Principle.  You  can 
busy  yourself  with  the  first  two  of  those 
P's  in  your  loneliness,  and  it  will  be  ex- 
tremely rewarding  if  you  do. 

Determine  what  your  purpose  is  to  be  in 
life,  if  you  do  not  already  know.  What 
big  thing  do  you  desire  to  do?  Find  your 
purpose.  It  will  be  good  for  you — and  for 
others — if  you  will  wrestle  alone  with  your 
hopes  and  with  your  calm  evaluation  of 
your  own  merits  and  weaknesses  until  you 
erherge  with  a  glowing  purpose  for  some- 
thing big  in  life. 

If  possible,  take  in  the  magnificent  movie 
about  Madame  Curie.  Do  anything  short 
of   going    A.W.O.L.    in    order    to    see    it. 
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Early  in  that  picture  you  will  see  a  class- 
room in  the  Sorbonne  in  Paris  where  the 
brilliant  Polish  girl  sits  among  other,  stu- 
dents while  a  professor  urges  them  to  have 
a  great  purpose  as  scientists.  "Get  your 
fingers  on  a  star !"  was  the  way  he  put  it. 
"Right  on  your  fingertips^' — as  he  pointed 
his  bony  finger  ceiling-ward. 

Marie  Sklodovski  did  just  that.  And  her 
star  has  brought  brilliant  and  healing  light 
to  a  sick  world. 

Get  yourself  a  star — a  consuming,  driving 
purpose !  There  are  enough  stars  for  all. 
And  here's  the  encouraging  thing  about  it : 
the  best  time  to  find  your  star  is  when  you 
think  you  are  lonely.  For  there  in  your 
aloneness  you  can  appraise  your  own 
strength,  and  you  can  search  your  own  slcy 
for  the  brightest  star  there.  That  way  you 
will  find  your  great  purpose  for  life. 

Then,  having  found  your  star,  follow  it 
as  ■  the  shepherds  and  the  magi  followed 
another  star  long  ago.  Your  star  will  lead 
you — ^never  fear. 

It  will  be  your  great  purpose. 

Unless  I  miss  my  guess  very  badly,  one 
of  you  will  find  his  star  some  dark  night 
in  the  silence  of  his  barracks,  or  as  he 
stands  watch  while  the  waves  wash  the 
plunging  sides  of  his  ship.  He  will  be- 
come aware  of  a  star  that  Galileo  or  Kepler 
never  charted.  And  he  will  resolve  to  set 
his  course  in  life  by  its  gleam. 

But  finding  your  star  is  not  enough.  Try 
to  "get  it  on  your  fingertips."  And  that 
will  take  a  plan.  Use  your  loneliness  as  an 
opportunity  to  work  out  your  plan  of  at- 
tack— to  figure  out  the  various  steps  by 
which  you  will  arrive  at  your  objective. 

In  the  future  that  will  dawn  when  war  is 
over,  there  will  be  bridges  to  build  and 
heights  to  storm  and  positions  to  take. 
There  will  be  the  cross-fire  that  we  call 
competition.  There  will  be  opposition  for 
you  to  silence  and  forces  that  you  will  need 
to  flank. 


Remember  that  loneliness  is  an  inner 
thing.  You  are  never  lonely  until  you 
think  about  it  and  begin  to  feel  sorry  for 
yourself.  It  is  subjective.  Combat  it  with 
objective  means. 

Busy  your  mind  with  happy  and  con- 
structive thoughts.  Busy  your  hands  with 
helpful  work  well  done. 

And  if  loneliness  dares  to  slip  up  on  you 
with  a  surprise  attack,  put  it  to  work. 
Make  it  be  of  service  to  you ! 

But  it  is  well  to  remember  one  further 
fact :  You  are  never  really  alone.  For  One 
is  with  you  who  never  lets  you  out  of  His 
sight.  To  the  great  warrior  Joshua,  long 
ago,  He  said :  "I  will  be  with  thee :  I  will 
not  fail  thee,  nor  forsake  thee." 

Do  you  doubt  that  He  is  now  with  you? 
Is   it   your   great  desire  that   He  shall   be 
with  you  now,  on  your  sentry  duty  or  your  ' 
landing  barge  or  on  your  patrol? 

Then  ask  Him  to  be  with  you.  Very 
simply,  very  earnestly,  in  your  own  way, 
ask  Him  to  be  with  you. 

Then  believe  that  He  has  heard  your 
prayer  and  IS  with  you. 

That  belief  will  shatter  your  loneliness 
like  a  shaft  of  dawn! 


Solution  to  puzzle  on  page  42 
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Special  Poll  of  ''LIM''  Readers 

In  order  to  help  us  determine  the  interest  of  Link 
readers,  each  reader  is  requested  to  answer  the  questions 
on  this  or  the  next  page,  tear  out  the  sheet  along  the 
dotted  lines  and  mail  at  once  to  The  Link,  1703 
Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia  3,  Pa. 


TO   BE  FILLED   OUT   BY   S.iU.C.L.   MEMBERS 

How  long  have  you  been  a  member  of  the  SERVICE  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  LEAGUE? 

Have  you  joined  more  than  one  unit  (due  to  change  of  address,  etc.)? 


Indicate  some  of  the  activities  of  the  League  unit  or  units  of  which  you  are  now  or 
have   been  a  member   : 


Name  some  of  the  topics  you  have  discussed  in  your  meetings 


Are  this  magazine's  "Topic  Talks"  used  in  your  meetings? 
If  not,  how  are  your  topics  chosen?  


Would  you  like  more  news  about  the  S.M.C.L.  in  THE  LINK? 


Indicate  the  approximate  membership  of  the  S.M.C.L.  unit  (or  units)  to  which  you  now 
belong  or  have  belonged  __^ 

Would  you  like  more  topics  in  THE  LINK  on: 

(a)  Moral  problems,  such  as  Gambling.  Drinking,  etc. . 


63        lii 


64  THE  LINK  Volume  2 

(b)  Religious  problems,  s^ch  as  Prayer,  Maintaining  one's  faith  in  God,  etc.  

(c)  Social  problems,  such  as  Race,  Economics,  etc.  

(d)  Post-war    problems    , . 

(e)  Other  subjects  


TO    BE    FILLED    OUT   BY   BEADEBS    WHO    ABE 
NOT    MEMBEBS    OF    THE    S.M.C.L. 

How  long  have  you  been  a  regular  reader  of  THE  LINK?  


Do  you  get  it  monthly?  Through  your  chaplain? 

From  your  local  church?  By  subscription?  

List  some  of  your  favorite  features  in  THE  LINK  


What  suggestions  do  you  have  to  improve  THE  LINK? 


Do  you  read  "Topic  Talks"? 


Have  you  met  many  service  men  who  are  members  of  the  S.M.C.L.? 


NAME  

ADDRESS 


OUR  WAR  AIMS! 


Lt.  General  Geo.  H.  Brett 


THIS  chapel  symbolizes  the  unity  of  purpose  behind  the  war  effort  of  the 
United  Nations.  If  our  world  were  ruled  by  Axis  tyrants  instead  of  by  free 
men,  a  group  like  this,  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  dedicating  a  house  of 
common  worship,  would  be  unthinkable.  Before  we  could  begin  our  devotions 
in  any  public  place,  we  would  be  scattered  and  pursued  by  the  vengeful  Gestapo. 
Some  of  us  might  even  forfeit  our  lives,  or  go  to  prison,  for  daring  thus  to 
oppose  the  will  of  the  State. 

But  this,  thank  Cod,  is  not  the  soil  of  Hitler's  Germany,  nor  that  of  Japailf 
nor  that  of  subject  nations  compelled  to  endure  the  misery  thrust  upon  their 
people  by  a  godless  conqueror.  It  is  the  free  soil  of  a  democratic  nation,  where 
a  man  may  still  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience. 

Chapels  like  this  one  are  most  important  factors  in  furthering  our  determination 
to  have  an  army  which  is  wholesome  and  clean,  spiritually  as  well  as  physically. 
This  is  the  House  of  God,  regardless  of  who  may  enter,  and  it  says  to  every 
man:  "Without  faith  in  Cod,  you  can  do  nothing;  but  with  Him,  all  things  are 
possible." 

Much  has  been  said  concerning  the  four  great  Freedoms  enunciated  by  the 
Atlantic  Charter.  All  four  of  them  find  expression  here  today.  We  have 
Freedom  of  Religion.  That  is  evidenced  by  the  very  nature  of  this  gathering. 
We  have  Freedom  of  Speech.  And  here,  under  the  protection  of  American 
justice,  we  are  free  from  the  dread  scourges  of  Want  and  Fear. 

It  is  to  perpetuate  these  Freedoms  that  men  of  all  creeds  are  daily  giving  up 
their  lives,  opposing  the  Axis  policy  of  enslavement  as  they  stand  before  firing 
squads,  suffer  in  concentration  camps,  or  fight  as  members  of  our  armed  forces 
the  world  over.  These  men  are  fighting  for  the  human  rights  of  individuals,  as 
well  as  for  the  rights  of  nations. 

On  such  an  occasion  as  this  we  must  be  grateful  for  a  spirit  which  embodies 
all  that  we  associate  with  good  will,  with  fraternity  and  with  co-operation 
among  our  fellow  men,  regardless  of  racial  origin,  color  or  religious  belief.  It  is 
only  through  the  common  possession  of  this  spirit  that  we  may  achieve  the 
proper  foundation  for  our  victory  in  arms,  and  the  lasting  peace  we  are  de- 
termined to  establish  among  the  peoples  of  the  earth. 


Extracts  from  an  address  by  Lt.  General  George  H. 
Brett,  commanding  general  of  the  Caribbean  Defense 
Command,  at  recent  dedication  services  of  the  new 
Ft.    Clayton,    C.    Z.,    chapel    for    all    denominations. 


